PERSPECTIVES FOR ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE
5 JANUARY 2010:  On a chilly and foggy Tuesday afternoon on the premises of Indian International Centre Annexe, Lodhi road, a group of woman with the dedication of giving there another generation a world of their dreams came together in a seminar "Perspectives for ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE" organized by the "South Asian Dialogues on Ecological Democracy (SADED)" under the eye of its convener Sh. Vijay Pratap.

On the chair of this session that was conducted on 5th January from 2 to 5 pm was Dr. Mala Khullar. Dr. Mala Khullar , who is a freelance consultant and also the co-editor of the Asian Journal of Women's Studies, started the session (consisting of speakers of fairer sex) confessing that she really has no idea what they are going to say and that she is as eager as the audience to hear their views and ideas on another world.
Though Mala Khullar urged Ramanikea Gupta, editor of magazine "Yudrath Aam Aadmi" to start the session but the founder of Ramanika Foundation (All India Tribal Literacy Forum) wanted to share her views and experiences only after listening to the other speakers.

So, Ms. Putul Kumari, who is working actively in vasudhav Kutumbakam & SADED and is a social and environmental activist, started the session by telling that she was well acquainted with  the fact that throughout history efforts have been made to get the world of there dreams started. So she went back in time and for the knowledge of the audience started narrating that how in 1970s efforts were made for the new world. It was the year of Yuva and Bihar Movement in which she started socializing and came to know about the world and its problems in general. It was only after J.P. Vani's "CHHATRA YUVA SANGARSH VAHINI" that the right to vote was given, of which Putul Kumari was a part and in it she submerged all her efforts as at that time girls were not even allowed to leave there homes. 
After this brief history she came to the current problems of what the views of another world will be and how the struggle of another world is being forgotten in midst of capitalism. 

After Putul Kumari, Ms. Sudha Reddy of Bangalore origin and right now actively involved in SADED as a South Asian coordinator promoting a global initiative "The Charter of Human Responsibility" took the mike and made people see that how we are undergoing a crisis of human values and emotions under a good cover of modernization and progress. Though the perspective of a new world is a reflecting feeling for her which is really hard for her to express in words but she put forward her perspectives via example of Manipuri Iron Lady Erom Chanu Sharmila who is fighting the "Armed Forces special power Act 1958 for the sake of humanity. Sudha Reddy touched by the ladies struggles stated that though "She was illiterate but she can't  be said to be uneducated. "
It was then that Ms. Ramanika Gupta broke her silence and made it clear in the conference room that while getting started with ideas of another world we should first be talking about the changing culture. Also agreeing by Sudha Reddy she started that though progress is a good thing but it doesn't has its value if it is done at the cost of precious human lives. 
Ms. Rati Singh currently working in the Bhati Mines area of Delhi with craft sills revival and employment generation of displaced women gave the key to the locked door of another world by saying that changing ourselves first should be our main priority for the initiation of manufacture of new world. 

While Ms. Rita Kumari who has worked in Bihar's villages and now working in Delhi's slum areas as a researcher on women's issues brought out openly the problems faced by the women living in the slum areas. She outlined the condition of the lives led by the people in seelampur which is at the periphery of Delhi. The problems major  here are of drinking that how even after having a well bodied and being capable of earning husband a women has to stay her guts out to fulfill the basic needs of her family and even after all these sacrifices in the end if husband desires he leaves his family emotionally destroying his wife. 
Rita Kumari even raised that though women can fight the whole world but how can she fight her family for whom she is carrying out this struggle. Even if women are not physically abused but they are being oppressed in other ways. 

In the end of the seminar a lady in the audience put forward the conclusion that for another world we will have to start dreaming as the changing of the world is a continuous and simultaneous process and something that is not just going to end with us. 

PAGE  
1

