Dear Parliamentarians of the Indian Republic and its constituent States,

   We, the undersigned people’s organizations, NGOs & other civil society groups and individuals wish to draw your urgent attention to the several so far unaddressed concerns about the climate crisis that is already upon our more vulnerable people, and also to the Indian Government’s totally inadequate response to these.   This is especially important now, in light of the upcoming 15th Conference of the Parties (COP) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) at Copenhagen from 7-18 December 2009, and any subsequent negotiation(s).

.

   The many impacts of the erratically changing climate systems are not to be seen only in some future date, but are already affecting our more vulnerable people – along with people with similar organic dependence on nature’s cycles and resources, in many other countries.  And these will accentuate their sufferings from other crises that have arisen out of the State’s policies of ruthless pushing of corporate-profit driven agenda in many areas, and encouragement of upper class consumption in a large scale, and at the cost of basic goods for the poor.
  * For example, the agrarian crisis – already serious because of centralization & high cost of all inputs and skewed access to land -- has been made far worse by the vagaries of the monsoon this year, and the dismal failure of the state agencies to prepare the country with appropriate scientific and administrative adaptive inputs. The shortfall in precipitation, skewed distribution & decline of rain-fall days along with prevailing high ground temperature (all signs of an erratically changing climate system) has pushed the marginal, small & even the medium farmers to the brink. And about 60% of our population is stressed out because of this. 

  * Similarly, the crisis of fish-workers arising out of coastal land encroachment, heavy chemical-industrial pollution of coastal waters etc, have deepened due to the migration & decline of various fish species due to warming (and possibly, acidification) of these coastal waters – both of which are direct results of the change in climate.
  * Large no. of fruit growers in the hills & the foothills are facing increased pest invasion, reduced size (and therefore – price) of fruits, and loss of yield, resulting in indebtedness, migration etc.
  * It is not only in the Sunderbans, but also in the coastal areas of Orissa (Kendrapara, Baleswar..), Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu that small & marginal farmers are finding farming unviable, because of the slow increase of salinity of the soil & consequent loss of soil productivity, resulting from both more frequent storms & rising water levels.
  * Despite the Union Environment Minister’s recent noises to the contrary, both scientific evidence (Space Application Centre-ISRO, Kulkarni, Doval etc), and testimonies presented by common people from the Himalayan states, are showing that glaciers are not only receding, but smaller ones have started to disappear altogether.  This is already causing huge water stress for the vulnerable hill people.

   There are many other similar alarming situations developing in different parts of the country, and all evidence shows that the window of time to act and rectify through concerted & collective actions, do not extend beyond a couple of decades at the outer limit.  We also draw your attention to the point that this is not only a crisis of CO2 emission, but the economic and political issues of inequality, both within and between nations, impacting distribution and consumption -- are at the core of the crisis of global warming & climate change.  
   This also means the question of injustice to the larger & poorer populations – in all nations – who have contributed nothing to create this crisis, but are suffering the most from its adverse impacts, is to be addressed as a central issue.  The crisis is thus also about a few usurping the rights and access of the vast majority of the disempowered over the commons – air, water, land, minerals and forests. Unsustainable economic development and inequitable & unlimited growth based on an economy dependent on the use of fossil-fuels and extractive industries — which intensified in the last 60 years — have led to the sharp rise in carbon emissions, way beyond what the Earth can absorb. The global annual carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions have reached over 35 billion tonnes a year from the burning of coal, oil and gas, and from deforestation. This is much more than the net absorption capacity of the Earth, estimated to be 16-17 billion tonnes a year, which is slowly declining due to a gradual warming and also increased acidification of the waters of the oceans.

   Hence, there is an extremely urgent need to make sharp and immediate cuts in the emission of greenhouse  gases (GHGs) – primarily by the historical large polluters (Annex 1 countries), but also – in a phased manner – by emerging large polluters, like China, India, Brazil, South Africa etc, while providing more energy & resources to their poor.  We fear that this urgency has not been reflected in the ongoing negotiations leading up to Copenhagen, neither in the Indian government’s position and policy interventions (primarily in the shape of the National Action Plan on Climate Change), nor in the positions of governments worldwide. The urgency stems from the fact that scientific evidence suggests we may already be close to significant tipping points in some of the Earth’s major ecosystems. Crossing a tipping point — whereby natural systems deteriorate even without any further human intervention — will make it that much more difficult for us to collectively intervene in halting possibly runaway global warming. We need to make drastic cuts, starting immediately. Anything less or watered down at Copenhagen will have massive consequences for humanity and for all other species.

We therefore, on behalf of the billion-strong deprived, under-consuming people of India, demand from our democratically elected government, the following principles to be followed in the international climate negotiations in Copenhagen (and beyond, as it now seem likely) --- 

1) India must stand firmly for any position that calls for legally binding emission cuts by the historical large polluting (Annex.1) countries, as is done in the Kyoto Protocol.  We note with great alarm, the recent attempts of many large developed countries – to bypass any legally binding international treaty and enter into a regime of ‘voluntary’, ‘national legislation-driven’,  ‘bi-lateral agreement based’  emission cuts.  We also regret the reported moves by India’s environment ministry to align with the historically by-far-the-largest Green House Polluter – the United States of America, in this misadventure;

2) Our Government, in the true spirit of being the trustee of 1.14 billion Indian people,  must stand united with other developing countries, G77, and more specifically, the most threatened people & nations – the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and the Small Island States (AOSIS).  Again, we are greatly concerned by reported moves from some quarters of our government, to stand apart from the time tested G77 grouping, in the temptation of any ‘reward’ of a ‘global high seat’ – dangled by the rich countries, who are the main Climate Culprits;

3) We must support the Bolivian proposal of full climate /ecological debt payment – as a legally binding obligation – by the historical polluters (Annex 1 countries), to the historical under-consuming countries, like ours and the other poor nations. This Debt must include, as proposed – both the historical emission debt, because the rich nations have forcibly occupied our emission /development space, and the adaptation debt – as the poor nations & communities are bearing  & will have to bear a larger share of the climate impacts, without having the wherewithal to cope with these new crises;

4) The Indian Government must bring into its climate negotiating position, the enormous amounts of strife & hardship already faced by its poor, and amend its position from that articulated & demanded by its ruling elite;

5) Any market driven false solution(s), like CDMs, Offsets, REDD etc, are shown to be causing more damage than good, particularly for the disadvantaged in India & elsewhere, and the govt. must firm-up its negotiating position in rejecting these market measures as climate solutions. 

6) We must firmly insist on Mitigation First, demanding quick, large, binding & verifiable cuts in GHG emissions from the developed countries with legal recourse for failure to do so, and properly empowered monitoring mechanisms. 

7) Based on the latest science, the Indian State must revise downward, its own calculations of max.  possible atmospheric carbon, and demand suitably larger cuts from the high-emitters – historic & present.  The consistent & long-standing demand of 40% GHG emission cuts by the high-polluting Annex 1 countries, from their 1990 emission levels, should not only be strengthened, but improved upon, if we are to save the earth’s life support systems as we know these.  The longer term goal of over 80% emission cuts by annex 1 countries by 2050, must also be strongly pursued – supported  by emission capping & reducing trajectories by large developing countries, like India, China, Brazil, Mexico, South Africa etc.

8) We must firmly move away from the false hopes of destructive technology driven energy ‘solutions’, like so-called clean coal, nuclear (fission), large-scale agro-fuel plantations etc -- with the understanding that these only dis-empowers and pauperise the already marginalized people in our countries.

9) Considering that many of the adverse impacts are now unavoidable, for decades to come – in-spite of any mitigating actions by the world community, our government must seriously prepare for adaptive responses – keeping more vulnerable communities in focus.  The recent accounting tricks of showing existing social sector spending as ‘adaptation expenditure’, can only be termed as foolhardy and a betrayal of the marginalized.
10) We regret the statement by our Prime Minister, that our per capita emissions will never exceed the per capita emissions of developed countries.  In the land of Mahatma Gandhi, we cannot appreciate our prime minister stating that we will commit crimes, but not more crimes than the biggest (climate) criminals !!  
      India must take a true moral leadership in the struggle for climate justice &  

      equity and declare that - 

· “we will provide all our citizens with energy and life-sustaining support for all their needs for dignified lives, BUT we will never exceed the per capita emission, which is our fair share from the global common atmosphere and is dictated by Mother Earth herself, by the capacity of its carbon (and other) cycle(s) to handle safely, without threatening the earth itself, while ensuring that all other living beings on this earth – human & otherwise - get their fair share too”.

The Indian Government, in keeping with the ideals of this great country, must take a moral and dynamic leadership, and bring back the questions of Justice & Equity in all their dimensions, transcending barriers of nations, generations and species – into the centre-stage of Climate Negotiations.

====================================== 

Draft prepared by Soumya Dutta on behalf of SADED Climate Collective & Bharat Jan Vigyan Jatha – for comments, modification etc and for circulation in the Parliamentarian’s discourse on climate change on 23rd Nov. at IIC.

