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This Activity Report is on our work related to the Dialogues programme and the Resource Centre for an Ecological Democracy Dialogue Network.

The activities undertaken include dialogues across sections and perspectives, meetings within SADED and its network, campaigns and research. Depending on the nature of involvement of SADED and its members, we have presented these under the following categories:

· SADED Events

· SADED internal process

· Collaborative Events

· Events organised by other like minded organisations with SADED participation

· Engagement with larger processes

Table 1 maps all the activities along with the financial support

Table 2 provides details of all the ‘routine’ SADED activities

Table 3 gives details of the activities undertaken as a response to the larger context that link ecological democracy to comprehensive democracy.

	Table 1: SADED Activity Records 1st January to July 2008


	SADED Events
	Support
	SADED-Internal Process
	Support
	Collaborative Events
	Support
	Events organised by other like minded organisations with SADED participation
	Support
	Engagement with larger processes
	Support

	 
	 
	Meeting: Steering Committee meetings on every Saturday at SADED office
	SADED Resource Centre Support
	27-28.1.08 Dialogue: Organised and participated in a two day workshop on  "Role of Civil Society" to combat terrorism  in collaboration with Ahimsa Samvaay Kendras and Global Gandhi Forum at Anuvrut Bhawan, New Delhi
	Rs 1300 self finance (travel)
	8.1.08 Meeting: Participation in a meeting with Swedish Socialist Party President Ms. Soren at Parliament Annexe organised by Schumacher Foundation Delhi
	Rs. 150 self finance(conveyance)
	11.1.08 Meeting on WSF jointly organised with CACIM 1. Genesis of the Forum2. The Idea of the Global Day of Action and its Political and Cultural Significance3. The Future of the Forum: Is the World Social Forum approaching a point of crisis? Speakers Teivo Teivainen,  Kamla Bhasin,  Vijay Pratap, Jai Sen, Madhuresh Kumar, Rakesh Bhatt Hrishi Kant Mamagain at ISI, New Delhi
	 Rs 4000 (audio   archiving)

	20.1.08 Meeting: SADED organised a day long meeting in Mumbai on Adivasi Survival and Harit Swaraj Abhiyan(Green Self Rule Campaign)
	Rs.51033 (air and rail travel for participants, per diem, meeting costs) 
	2.1.08 Meeting: Coordination Committee meeting on Partner's Meeting and E newsletter
	Resource Centre Support
	11.03.2008 Dialogue: Towards ideological and programmatic coherence for socialism of the future at JNU 
Prof Avijit Pathak, Prof. Satish Jain, Kamal Mitra Chenoy, Prof. Arun Kumar, Dr. Erkki Tuomioja, Prof. Avijit Pathak, Prof. Satish Jain, Prof. Kamal Mitra Chenoy, Anuradha Chenoy, Dr. Ritu Priya, Dr. Manindra Thakur, Dr. Vivek Kumar organised by SADED/JNU colleagues
	Resource Centre Support in organisation
	4.2.08 Meeting: Assisted and participated in a public function to commemorate veteran socialist icon, Karpoori Thakur's birth anniversary: a discussion on the future of socialism initiated by Shri Vijay Pratap 
	self finance Rs 2000
	12-13.1.08 Meeting: W.S.F. South Asia1. Discussion on Strengthening the WSF process in South Asia2. Discussion on Global Action Day Jan. 26, 2008 India Dr. Anil Mishra Mr. Jatin Deshai Mr. Vijay Pratap Mr. Bhuvan Pathak Pakistan Mohammad Tahseen Mohammad Ali ShahYounas Iqbal Bangladesh A.F.M Imamuddin, Ms. Rebecca Sunyat Md. Abdul Quader Jahangir Hasan Masum Nazimul Hasan Dipu at Hotel Kamal, Kamalpokhari Chowk, Kathmandu,Nepal
	Rs 11823(travel costs of SADED participants)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.3.08 Dialogue: Challenges of meeting the democracy deficit in the era of globalisation: Redefining the development Model as if people and ecology matter, Prof Meher Engineer, Mr.Sumit Chakravarti, Dr. Erkki Tuomioja
	Rs 29256 (Conference room charges and food, video documentation) Self Finance Rs 10425 (photocopying of Erki's Book)
	4-6.1.08 Meeting: In Goa Sebastian Rodrigiues, Devidas Gaonkar at Mand Adivasi Rights Centre
	Self Finance Rs. 2145
	7.5.08 Dialogue: Bhook Mukt Bihar (A Bihar free from Hunger) by Shri Pramod Singh at Gandhi Peace Foundation organised by Lokayan and SADED
	Resource Centre Support in organisation
	7-9.2.08 Dialogue: Delhi Sustainable Development Summit 2008‘Sustainable Development and Climate Change’ Vijay Pratap, Rakesh Bhatt, Vagish Jha, Chris Mary Kurian, Narendra Bastar at Vigyan Bhawan and organised by TERI
	Rs. 32000 Registration fees
	12-13.1.08 &28-29.1.08 Dialogue:Shri Bhuwan Pathak and Uddhav Pd Pyakurel organised meetings in Nepal to mobilise various sections of Nepali society for forthcoming Asia Social Forum to be held in Nepal in near future
	Rs 13947 (travel costs of SADED participants)

	10.3.08 Dialogue: The idea of Justice in International politics with special reference to climate change-A Finnish and EU perspective, Erkki Tuomoioja, Mr.Nitin Desai, Mr. Sanjeev Prakash, H.E. Asko Numminen
	Rs 10421 conference room and food charges
	20.3.08 Meeting on website for SADED and possibility of it becoming multilingual with A Qureshi, Rakesh Bhatt, Vijay Pratap and others
	Rs.804

(food cost)
	4.6.08 Dialogue: CED meeting Vijay PratapMarko UlvilaRakesh BhattBabu Lal Sharma Prabodh Raj Chandol Uddhab Pyakurel Vijaya Laxmi Hrishi Kant Mamgain Raghuvir Singh Kapoor Mohan Paswan Shyam Singh ar IIC, Lodhi Road
	
	9.2.08 Meeting: A Prem Bhasin Memorial Lecture Hindutva Movement and Politics: The case of Vishva Hindu Parishad a lecture by Ms Geeta Puri at GPF
	self finance Rs 1500
	11-12.2.08 Campaign: Dalit Mazdoor and land Rights issue at Allahabad, UP Vijay Pratap and Narendar Bastar visited the adivasi villages in Shankargarh block and interacted with villages and addressed a public

meeting.
	Rs.4666 (travel costs) local transport in the rural areas was organised by Mr. Ishwar Chand’s NGO

	10-11.4.08 Dialogue: 1. Environmental Challenges 2. Ecological Swaraj in Uttarakhand 3. Green Consciousness 4. Gender and Ecological Swaraj 5. Special Economic Zones and Land Question in India 6. Adivasi and Ecological Swaraj 7. Faith and Ecology, Mr. Amitabh Behar, Lalit Batra, Rajendra Dhasmana, Bhuwan Pathak, Rohan D’Souza, Ms. Anglica, Asha Kachru, Jaya Srivastava, Chris Mary Kurian, Asit Prof. Savyasaachi, Kari Bottas, Sirpa, Kaivaara, Rakesh Bhatt, at GPF
	Rs.31158

 (Conference room charges, food, banner , travel, video documentation)
	30-31.3.08 Meeting: SADED network discussions at Allahabad (UP) for people's manifesto and land reforms. Dr. Vimal Kumar of G B Pant Institute of Social Sciences and Ms Putul were also present at the meeting
	Rs. 4227 (travel costs)
	
	
	1.5.08  Dialogue: National Conference on Reservation in the Private Sector Sh. D. Raja, Ms. Subhasini Ali, Sh. Ramdas Athawale, Dr. Vivek Kumar, Mr. Anand Bolimera, Mr. Avinash Kumar, Mr. Ashok Bharti at Speaker Hall, Constitution Club, New Delhi organised by National Conference on Dalit Organisations
	 
	28.2.08 Meeting: " Discussions on Climate Change" organised by ITM, Gwalior (Rama Shankar Ravindra Singh Rathod were part of these discussions) assistance in conceptualisation and attended by Vijay Pratap and Babulal Sharma
	Rs.2250 (travel cost) the meeting was financed by ITM

	12-20.4.08 Meeting: SADED-Siemenpuu Partner Meeting, Kausaani, Uttarakhand Narendra Bastar, Ghanshyam, J.P. Raju, N. Rajen Antony – Facilitator Mr. Anil Joshi, Ms. Mamarda Bedi,  Mr. Manoj, Mr. Satya – Reporter Martin, Bhuwan Pathak, Vijay Kumar, Sirpa, Rakesh Bhatt, Mr. Y. David, Mr. Jaganathan, Mr. Pankaj, Mr. Shankar, Mr. Roy David, Kai Vaara 
	Rs.4343 (travel cost) self finance (Rs.4545 for travel for meeting at SIDH)
	2-4.5.08 Meeting: Future SADED-HSA network meeting in Kausani, Uttarakhand
	Rs. 9563 (travel and accommodation)
	
	 
	23.5.08-4.6.08 Meeting: South Asian Peace Alliance Core group Meeting at Srilanka attended by Babulal Sharma
	self finance Rs 5000(rail travel) and SAPA
	
	

	
	
	11-12. 5.08 A.P SADED meeting at Hyderabad  at U.P  Dr. Uma Shankari's place with Sudha Reddy Vijay Pratap Asha Kachru Putul Narendranath Vijay Pratap plans were made to meet again in Bangalore to forward plans
	
	 
	 
	28.5.08 Meeting: Release of Amnesty International Annual Report 2008The State of World Human Rights “Shaped by the past, creating the future” attended by Vijay Pratap
	
	5.3.08 Meeting with Shri Deepak Bhatt  from Nepal on building up South Asia Social Forum to be held in September 2008 and discussion on present political situation in Nepal held in New Delhi
	 

	
	
	4.6.08 "Uniting in responsibilities in a culture of rights: locating possibilities" Anita Edwin, Sudha Reddy, Asha Kachru
	
	 
	 
	7-8.6.08 Campaign: National Alliance of Peoples’ Movements Seventh Bi-Annual Convention CHALO KUSHINAGAR, Lucknow to Kushinagar, Uttar Pradesh attended by Vijay Pratap
	Rs. 14435 (travel and accommodation)
	7-14.4.08 Research: Election observation during Nepal’s election to Constituent Assembly 
	Rs.16059 (accommodation and travel) Rs1435 (local conveyance and food)

	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	17-18.6.08 Dialogue: Democracy Round Table 2008 organised by CSDS at Taj Mahal Hotel, New Delhi and attended by Vijay Pratap
	 
	10-11.5.08 Meeting: National Alliance of People’s Movement 1. The Report of Struggles and Activities conducted by NAPM and its constituents during last two years at local and state level including2. Challenges faced by people’s movements today at the state and national level and the tasks ahead.3. Preparation for the National Bi-Annual convention of NAPM at Kushinagar, Devaria Uttar Pradesh in June 7-8 2008.  
	Rs. 12170 (travel and accommodation costs)

	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	4-10.7.08 Meeting: Visited Dhaka on formation of South Asian Network on shared ecological concerns by Rakesh Bhatt, Dhaka, Bangladesh organised by Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association, BELA to participate in a 5 day meeting from 5-9 July, 2008 in Dhaka.
	another NGO supported the trip 
	20.6.08 Campaign: Raise our voice against the brutal cycle of corruption and violence, and to demand justice for Lalit Mehta in Delhi
	 

	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	9.7.08 Meeting of Delhi Based group of People's SAARC Summit organised by Ashok Chowdhury Action Aid and attended by Babulal Sharma
	 
	12-13.6.08 Meeting:Uttarkashi visit to Nadi Bachao Abhiyan attended by Rakesh Bhatt, Uddhab, Indra Adhikari, Asit Das, Hannu Virtannen, Bhuwan Pathak
	Rs. 16220 (travel, local conveyance and food)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	28-30.7.08 Campaign"Neer, Naari, Nadi Panchayat" (women, waters and rivers conference) held at Bal Bhawan and organised by Jal Biradari was attended by Arun Kumar Pani Baba and Sayantoni. 
	
	25.6.08 Campaign: Discussion contours of ecological democracy manifesto at Vida Ashram, Senath, Variance, UP attended by Vijay Pratap
	Rs. 3580 (travel and food costs)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	11-12.7.08 Meeting held on Faith and Ecology in Jamshedpur, Jharkhand and attended by Rakesh Bhatt
	due to be reimbursed by SADED

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	12-14.7.08 Dialogue: Social movements meeting in Jaipur on perspectives of the alternative movement held at Jaipur attended by Asit Das
	Rs.1216 (travel and registration) 

	TOTAL
	 
	Siemenpuu Contributions
	 Rs. 1909104

Grand Total
	Self Finance

Vijay Pratap

Babulal Sharma
	Rs. 43677

Rs. 9950
	 Self financing during month of January to July 2008, SADED meeting and other SADED network meeting contributions
	 Rs.

53627

Grand Total
	 
	 


In terms of the thematics that we have been working with, while we have been continuing activities, campaigns and solidarity work on   ecological swaraj we have been able to initiate work on some of the new themes as shared earlier. Conceptualising and implementation of the thematic “Engagement with Gandhi and Ecology” was completed during this phase. The Global Gandhi Forum was floated. The forum aims at bringing together activists and intellectuals from peace research centres, department of Gandhian studies, Quaker groups, Gandhi’s action based ashrams, and identify people from South Asia, Asia, Europe, USA, Latin America and Africa. During the mid term we have been able to mobilise activists and intellectuals from peace research centres, department of Gandhian studies, Quaker groups, and Gandhi’s action based ashrams,  and hope to do the latter in the following phase. The Global Gandhi forum hopes to provide groups and individuals a platform to have a critical engagement with Gandhi’s perspective. A series of meetings have been initiated from end July and August, which will be covered in the next report and relevant documents submitted, which we will be uploading on our website shortly. For details on the events please visit www.saded.in. 

Some wider discussions have been taking place on climate change issues on an e-group on ecological democracy floated by our network friends from western India. Some of these debates have been put up on our websites, please visit home page and archives for postings on ecological democracy. Currently there is a great degree of public discourse on climate change issues. SADED strongly feels that for climate change it is necessary to move away from the usual NGO style.

Our work on ecological swaraj continued. Please find enclosed a compilation of work on ‘Case Studies of Special Economic Zones’ conducted by SADED.  These researches give an observer’s account of what is happening on the ground to marginalised, poor, and in specific cases to adivasis and dalits and peasants living in declared SEZ areas in India. SADED volunteer activist, Raghuvir Singh Kapoor participated as representative from SADED in different activist networks working on issues of sanitary workers and sweepers in Delhi, jointly organised discussions around “The World Class City: Myths and Reality” and also organised campaigns to oppose the nuclear deal on behalf of SADED.

In recent years, the NGO sector seems to be talking primarily to itself. We are trying hard to move out of the usual circle. We are having small even personal meetings with various small and medium business persons, professionals, peasants and trade union leaders on issues of climate change in particular and ecological responsibility in general. A couple of dynamic business persons, geographers and a couple of management professionals have agreed to become part of the SADED initiated group, Wealth Creators Forum for Ecological Responsibility.

As proposed earlier, efforts have been made to initiate discussions towards decentralising SADED activities into wider inter-country linkages in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh. Currently we have been able to initiate dialogues on decentralising of core SADED activities in western and southern India. There are attempts by Sebastian Rodrigues and Shushobhan Dhar in the west to start identifying and bringing together individuals and groups working on Ecological Swaraj in western India and by Ms. Asha Kachru, Sudha Reddy, Edwin, Anita Reddy, Tara Bhai on SADED work in the south Indian context. 

As shared in detail in our activity progress report SADED has been involved in close collaboration with others and also conducted a number of dialogues at different levels.

SADED persons and staff members have continued to provide Resource Centre support to volunteers, activists, NGOs with their skills and knowledge, through assistance in preparation of information leaflets and publicity material, typing, transcriptions, event coverage and reporting in Hindi/English where required, translations and editing of researches submitted or commissioned, support on editing for publication of material prepared by activists, ‘on behalf’ communication especially internet communication for those activists who are not computer literate within the SADED circle. We have continued our work on audio, video and digital archiving. However as shared earlier there continues to be a shortage of storage space for our documentation and archival work and deskwork for volunteers. We have been able to bring in two new persons who will help us with our documentation, website related work from now on. 

	Table 2: Routine  SADED Activities 1st January to 31st July 2008

	 1. Meetings

	Activities
	Mid-Term Progress
	Remarks/Reflections
	Participants

	2.1.08 Meeting: Coordination Committee meeting on Partner's Meeting and E newsletter
	 SADED Coordination Committee discussed the process and outcomes of the partner’s meeting as well as the follow up action required for organising the next partner’s meeting as well at Kausani n April and SADED participation in the editorial committee of the India Group Newsletter
	We will be initiating our work on Green Features in the following phase
	

	8.1.08 Meeting: Participation in a meeting with Swedish Socialist Party President Ms. Soren at Parliament Annexe organised by Schumacher Foundation Delhi
	 Babulal Sharma to work out a functional relationship with Schumacher Foundation on issues taken up by Global Gandhi Forum and other elements of ecological swaraj particularly technology and sustainability

 
	  Schumacher Foundation has been active in the issues of technology, sustainability and development for a long time. As explained in our earlier documents in the context of Global South, issues of environment and justice are integral. Both issues are global in nature. It's very important to have north-south dialogue on issues of an appropriate model of development and justice in the context of north-south relationships of trade and climate justice issues. This is general perspective with which we try to engage with our northern counterparts. Due to the tradition of strong social welfare state the social justice struggles in India look towards Nordic political activists with hopes of substantive political solidarity
	

	11.1.08 Meeting on WSF 

1. Genesis of the Forum2. The Idea of the Global Day of Action and its Political and Cultural Significance3. The Future of the Forum: Is the World Social Forum approaching a point of crisis? Speakers Teivo Teivainen , Kamla Bhasin,  Vijay Pratap, Jai Sen, Madhuresh Kumar, Rakesh Bhatt, Hrishi Kant Mamagain at ISI, New Delhi
	 In constructing the architecture for comprehensive democracy in social movements we have to re think our organisational culture. Even the newer initiatives like WSF have to constantly revisit their objectives and limits and possibilities of this mode of achieving ideological coherence and larger coalescing of forward looking social-political forces. SADED is trying to work with Finnish organisations like NIGD, CED, VK Finland, Siemenpuu, and other Kepa member organisations and Teivo Teivainen has been an important SADED collaborator and when he visited this event with CACIM and CACIM has been in the forefront in documenting reflections on WSF.
	
	

	12-13.1.08 Meeting: W.S.F. South Asia1. Discussion on Strengthening the WSF process in South Asia2. Discussion on Global Action Day Jan. 26, 2008 India Dr. Anil Mishra, Mr. Jatin Deshai, Mr. Vijay Pratap, Mr. Bhuvan Pathak, Pakistan Mohammad Tahseen, Mohammad Ali, Shah Younas, Iqbal. Bangladesh: A.F.M Imamuddin, Ms. Rebecca Sunyat Md. Abdul Quader, Jahangir Hasan, Masum Nazimul, Hasan Dipu at Hotel Kamal, Kamalpokhari Chowk, Kathmandu, Nepal


	South Asia Forum, Nepal : A Convening Committee was formed, and smaller committees and it was decided that the South Asia Social Forum will be held on November 2008. Venue decided and concept notes prepared. However, due to time and fund constraints there is discussion that the date will be rescheduled in Feb/March 2009. In the meantime a meeting of Nepali migrants in Delhi was held in the initiation of SADED with more than 20 participants to explore the possibility of Nepalese in India can help South Asia Social Forum to be a success. After a number of email conversations a meeting in Sri Lanka was held in the sideline of the People's SAARC Summit held on July 19th. It was decided here to have another South Asia level meeting in Kathmandu on 16th and 17th August, which could not happen due to local organisers inconvenience, it is now in consultation phase, and the plans maybe postponed to October.  India:  The WSF India working Committee decided to support the South Asia Social Forum by organising 3 border social forums in Uttarakhand, Bihar, and West Bengal and 2 South Asia level preparatory meetings. 
	Dates could not be finalised because the local inconveniences and since the government had not been formed in Nepal. There is currently a lot of debates grassroot participation in the Social Forums
	40 representatives from India,  Nepal, Pakistan and Bangladesh, and was facilitated by SADED

	20.1.08 Meeting: SADED organised a day long meeting/interaction on Mumbai on Adivasi Survival and Harit Swaraj Abhiyan
	The meeting was on ‘adivasi survival issues’ especially in Chhattisgarh and Goa. The biggest concern was the fact that the rights of the people over forest, water and land are being taken away, land use is rapidly changing from forest/agriculture based use to industrial and commercial purposes, from commons to private holdings. There are many protests and  several movements and thus the group agreed to collect material and research papers for the same. To continue work on the purpose an e-group was established and is being coordinated by Sushobhan Dhar, which is active. Some of these postings have been made available to the public domain on our website www.saded.in A working group comprising Sushobhan/Subhas Lomte/Sanjeev Save/Narendar Bastar/Malini Nayar/ Babulal Sharma & Sukla Sen was formed. While it was felt that flexibility should be given to the group, Malini Nayar offered to collect material on Ethno Archaeology, Asha Kachru felt that eco feminism should be brought into the debates, Narendar Bastar offered to meet with different tribal action groups working across the country, and Sukla Sen felt the need to understand better ecological crisis. It was also decided that SADED will need to organise a  focal event on 'Adivasi Survival' to discuss struggles scheduled for December.
	The meeting has helped to bring together a cohesive group working on the adivasi issues across the country and many smaller meetings have flowed from this meeting as well. There is a need to stock take and document the working models evolved by smaller groups 
	The meeting was held between academicians and activists who were representing struggles of adivasis in Bastar and Goa

	11-12. 5.08 A.P SADED meeting at Hyderabad  at U.P  Dr. Uma Shankari's place with Sudha Reddy, Vijay Pratap, Asha Kachru,  Putul Narendranath plans were made to meet again in Bangalore to forward plans
	 In the meeting it was decided that concept notes will be prepared on agrarian crisis and land reforms and there will also be an exploration of Indo-German relationships. Asha Kachru also shared that she would be looking at doing some translations to German language and vice versa.
	
	

	4.6.08 "Uniting in responisbilities in a culture of rights: locating possibilities" Anita Edwin, Sudha Reddy, Asha Kachru
	Sudha Reddy is in charge in India of a global initiative to develop a human responsibility charter. Since more than last year and a half she has been actively creating an interface of her network with the SADED network and now SADED has decided to contribute actively in developing and disseminating the human responsibility charter in the larger network and S Reddy has undertaken to work on the ecological democracy goals and SADED. She is trying to evolve a deeper working relationship with an NGO working among the Adivasis named Sahajivan, along with Asha Kachru Uma Shankari Edwin , she has been the key SADED organiser in South India in expanding its network
	
	

	4-10.7.08 Meeting: Visited Dhaka on formation of South Asian Network on shared ecological concerns by Rakesh Bhatt, Dhaka, Bangladesh organised by Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association, BELA to participate in a 5 day meeting from 5-9 July, 2008 in Dhaka.
	A South Asia Regional Water Policy was drafted and it was decided to mobilize support after it is finalised. See Annexure for main take offs from the discussion
	There is a need for follow up on this
	14 Representatives from 5 South Asian countries – Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Srilanka took part in the meeting

	Summary Remarks
	Most of the meetings are towards building alliances with multiple interest groups to take stock of larger processes and multiple interests influencing ecological issues. These meetings not only give SADED a vast exposure to debates but also help to create better solidarity and partnerships in dialoguing in the future. We do admit that sometimes there is a lot of investment of time and energy in small meetings, conversations and relationship building processes, not always do they lead into a programmatic impact. However they remain a crucial element in enriching and engaging with different perspectives and bringing them to common platforms


	Table 2: Routine  SADED Activities 1st January to 31st July 2008

	2. Dialogues (some of them have been audio archived please find enclosed the list in annexure)

	Activities
	Mid-Term Progress
	Remarks/Reflections
	Participants

	27-28.1.08 Dialogue: Organised and participated in a two day workshop on  "Role of Civil Society" to combat terrorism  in collaboration with Ahimsa Samvaay Kendras and Global Gandhi Forum at Anuvrut Bhawan, New Delhi
	The discussions attempted to concentrate on the roles of scientists, social scientists, academics, leaders of Agriculture, Trade and Industry, artists, journalists, legal luminaries, national leaders, youth, Gandhian workers, women and children. There was considerable discussion on the role of education, and the need for including critical frameworks into the education and proper guidance from teachers, Similarly spiritual leaders need to contemplate and think more on multiple religions and understand on how to deal with diversities in religion and faith. Modern terrorism is guided by media terrorism and media professionals need to be conscious of this. Media covers terrorism not just for the reporting of the event but because the dramatic and spectacular event which fascinates public. The media is capable of flaring up or toning down these tensions. Youth tend to get swayed into picking up arms against the system and engaging in terrorist activities, unemployment and poor systems of access to opportunities have brought in a lot of cynicism among youth, there is a need to find positive and constructive opportunities for youth and ensure employment for youth. The artist's role in this case is to transcend permissible boundaries and dare to say what others won't.  The artist through his works can show us what is possible.
	
	There were almost 150 participants, most of who were from peace organisations and there were some university professors as well.

	9.3.08 Dialogue: Challenges of meeting the democracy deficit in the era of globalisation: Redefining the development Model as if people and ecology matter, Prof Meher Engineer, Mr.Sumit Chakravarti, Dr. Erkki Tuomioja
	Vasudhaiva Kutumbakum's publication on 'Global Warming' was released at this meeting. The meeting was also organised during visit of Erkki Tuomioja, Chairman of the Grand Committee, Parliament of Finland to Delhi. During the meeting discussions took place around lessons learnt from Nandigram and SEZs, challenge of meeting democracy deficit in the ERA of globalisation, the idea of justice in international politics, Finnish and EU perspectives, discussions on the 18th World Congress of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War(IPPNW) and discussions on socialism of the future.
	 
	 

	11.03.2008 Dialogue: Towards ideological and programmatic coherence for socialism of the future at JNU: Prof Avijit Pathak, Prof P.K Jha, Prof. Satish Jain, Prof Kamal Mitra, Kamla Mitra Chenoy, Prof. Arun Kumar, Dr. Erkki Tuomioja, Prof. Praveen Kumar Jha, Anuradha Chenoy, Dr. Manindra Thakur and Dr. Vivek Kumar organised by SADED/JNU colleagues
	 JNU is known for its left leanings and its ideological debates. However this tradition has declined in recent years. There is also greater rethinking of issues of left stalwarts and this was well reflected in this meeting where many were heard speaking of their revised positions for the first time.
	 The JNU faculty and students found it an exciting discussion since it cut across political shades and on a theme not often discussed any more. As feedback many said such discussions should continue
	 The participants included JNU faculty of diverse ideological leanings students and members of SADED network along with Dr. Erkki

	12-13.1.08 &28.1.08 & 12.4.08 Dialogue: Shri Bhuwan Pathak and Uddhav Pd Pyakurel organised meetings in Nepal to mobilise various sections of Nepali society for forthcoming Asia Social Forum to be held in Nepal then planned in September 2008

B Pathak and Uddhav participated in the 12th and 13th January meeting, while B Pathak and Vijay Pratap participated in the meeting on the 28th and Vijay Pratap for the 12th April meeting.
	 Bhuwan and Uddhav Pyakurel did the groundwork in organising the South Asian consultation for WSF process. The consultation was very successful in terms of diversity of actors and their seniority level and the kind of public commitments they make to support the WSF process. Since that time, Bhuwan, Indra , Uddhav, Vijay, have been consistently active in the WSF South Asian Process. Vijay Pratap has met the various shades of social movements, trade union leaders and party political people for WSF work in Nepal. In India Vijay Pratap has organised half a dozen discussions with senior media persons, social movement activists and intellectuals. Notable leaders are Shri K P S Kohli, Shekhar  Koirala, Madhav Nepal, Vimlend Nidhi

On 12th April the staff of SAP India, organised a meeting of the South Asian (Sri Lanka, Pakistan , India , Bangladesh and Nepal ) observers in Kathmandu to discuss how to take the WSF process forward in South Asia
	 
	 

	10-11.4.08 Dialogue: 1. Environmental Challenges 2. Ecological Swaraj in Uttarakhand 3. Green Consciousness 4. Gender and Ecological Swaraj 5. Special Economic Zones and Land Question in India 6. Adivasi and Ecological Swaraj 7. Faith and Ecology, Mr. Amitabh Behar, Lalit Batra, Rajendra Dhasmana, Bhuwan Pathak, Rohan D’Souza, Ms. Anglica, Asha Kachru, Jaya Srivastava, Chris Mary Kurian, Asit, Prof. Savyasaachi, Kari Bottas Sirpa, Kai Vaara, Rakesh Bhatt, Dr. Ritu Priya at GPF
	 Detailed report under preparation
	Gender and Swaraj j planned for 8-10th March was clubbed with this meeting
	 

	4.6.08 Dialogue: CED meeting Vijay Pratap, Marko Ulvila, Rakesh Bhatt, Babu Lal Sharma, Prabodh Raj Chandol, Uddhab Pyakurel Vijaya Laxmi, Hrishi Kant Mamgain, Raghuvir Singh Kapoor, Mohan Paswan,  Shyam Singh at IIC, Lodhi Road
	 CED organised this meeting and SADED network was used to mobilise resource persons who actively participated in the dialogue
	 
	 

	1.5.08 Dialogue: National Conference on Reservation in the Private Sector Sh. D. Raja Ms. Subhasini Ali, Sh. Ramdas Athawale, Dr. Vivek Kumar, Mr. Anand Bolimera, Mr. Avinash Kumar, Mr. Ashok Bharti at Speaker Hall, Constitution Club, New Delhi
	 Reservation in the Private Sector is an important point of debate from the point of view of social justice which has been an important SADED concern. On issues of social justice, caste annihilation and empowerment of the marginalized we have usually collaborated with other networks


	 
	 

	10.3.08 Dialogue: The idea of Justice in International politics with special reference to climate change-A Finnish and EU perspective, Erkki Tuomoioja, Mr.Nitin Desai, Mr. Sanjeev Prakash, H.E. Asko Numminen 
	 An important meeting with a rich discussion on these issues. Detailed report to be prepared
	 
	 

	7.5.08 Dialogue: Bhook Mukt Bihar by Shri Pramod Singh at Gandhi Peace Foundation organised by Lokayan and SADED
	 Hunger and destitution has been the most continuing challenge for the democratic movements in South Asia, especially in states such as Bihar. SADED from its inception has been trying to develop enduring network to work on issues of poverty, flood , drought, land reforms and survival of the small independent farmers and artisans and the defence and reinvigoration of the rural Indian economy in a sustainable framework
	 
	 

	17-18.6.08 Dialogue: Democracy Round Table 2008 organised by CSDS at Taj Mahal Hotel, New Delhi and attended by Vijay Pratap
	 This meeting gave an opportunity to reinforce our connections with the Idea International and some of the Nordic intellectuals and diplomats on issues of peace and conflict resolution and democratising globally. The contact with the Venezuelan Ambassador seemed particularly enriching on issues of indigenous knowledge systems and knowledge and swaraj issues
	 
	 

	12-14.7.08 Dialogue: Social movements meeting in Jaipur on perspectives of the alternative movement held at Jaipur
	 These social movements are mostly issue-based movements usually outside the electoral dimension of democracy. They got together in Jaipur to explore ways and means to impact and stop the rapid destruction of rural economy of India through corporate driven loss of economic and political sovereignty. These groups also decided to explore the ways and means to make issues of their concern as important issues in the electoral battles as well
	 
	 

	Summary Remarks
	SADED has initiated and participated in different dialogues over the last six months. However we are still struggling with the completion in documentation of these dialogues. There is currently considerable backlog in the same. Further, we did not have people to document the dialogues in English. From August onwards we have managed to engage people within SADED to start documentation work, and thus we hope to complete our dialogue reportage (currently in audio/ video form) and put it up on the website in the near future


	                                             Table 2: Routine SADED Activities 1st January to 31st July 2008

	3. Campaigns

	Activities
	Mid-Term Progress
	Remarks/Reflections
	Participants

	11-12.2.08 Campaign: Dalit Mazdoor and land Rights issue at Allahabad, UP Vijay Pratap and Narendar Bastar attended the meeting
	 This was an attempt to link with the adivasi groups in UP in order to expand 

our networks in UP
	 
	 

	20.6.08 Campaign: Raise our 

voice against the brutal cycle of 

corruption and violence, and to 

demand justice for Lalit Mehta in Delhi
	 There was a widespread campaign by activists across the country on the 

Lalit Mehta murder case. Lalit Mehta and Jean Dreze, who are part of the right 

to food campaign were conducting community monitoring and social audit 

in parts of Jharkhand. While there were regular threats dissuading the activist from taking up these assessments. 

It is strange that it should have coincided with his murder a 

day later. A few weeks later there was a similar case in 

Karnataka where A D Babu NAPM Karnataka Convenor 

was murdered by local mafia for his anti liquor campaigns. 

The targeting of activists by the local powerful lobbies 

through violent methods is of great concern not only for 

activists but also what is happening to democratic processes where demand for transparency and expressions of 

dissent are being suppressed by the powerful. 
	 
	 

	28-30.7.08 Campaign 

"Neer, Naari, Nadi Panchayat" 

(women, waters and 

rivers conference) held 

at Bal Bhawan 

and organised by 

Jal Biradari was 

attended by Arun 

Kumar (Pani Baba) 

and Sayantoni
	The convention has flowed into a year long plan of 

having "kumbhs" ( A  Hindu ritual of gathering of people at 

river sites and praying to the river) According to 

the members 

of Jal Biradari the Kumbh was actually a space where there 

was planning on sharing water by different villages and 

resolving disputes on water. Unfortunately this no longer

happens at the Kumbh, the river has been separated from 

the ritual and instead  of conserving it, lakhs of people 

gathering at the 

river sites pollute it. 

The Jal Biradari as part of its campaign will be holding a 

series of kumbhs at various sites, which has successfully implemented 

a watershed plan, revived rivers where they can show low 

cost low technology alternatives and other sites of protests

 where water is being polluted by industries/cities to make 

visible their demands. SADED persons have 

been participating 

in the events, documenting them and understanding the 

debates related to water consciousness
	The association with Jal Biradari has been an enriching exercise in understanding multiple interests related to water issues. The Jal Biradari has managed to bring in people from different walks of life(politicians, scientists, saints and religious persons, people's movements, schools) and their perspectives on water. The convention threw light on the need to engage with people having "differences" since everyone needs water.
	 NGOs, government officials, political persons, movements, scientists, policy planners, school children, athletes, activists.

	7-14.4.08 

Research: Observer's accounts and interviews conducted during Nepal Elections attended by Vijay Pratap, Manoj Sinal, Uddhav Pd Pyakurel, Manju
	 Observers accounts were made on people’s perception on future of democracy and their faith in the fairness of electoral process was conducted during Nepal Elections attended by Vijay Pratap, Manoj Sinal, Uddhav Pd Pyakurel, Manju
	 
	 

	9.4.08 Research: Dinner meeting with Mr. Kari Bottas, Kai Vaara, Sipra Rovaniemi, Lalit Batra, Hrishikant Mamagain, Rakesh Bhatt, Chris Kurien, Dr. Ritu Priy, Babu Lal Sharma, Prabodh Raj, Anil Thakur, Asha Kachru, Kamalini Mukherji at Janata House, Munirka


	Asit presented insights from his research on SEZs and Kamalini on her literature review on farmer’s suicides
	
	

	25.6.08 Campaign: Discussion contours of ecological democracy manifesto at Vidya Ashram, Sarnath, Varanasi, UP attended by Vijay Pratap
	 
	 
	 

	Himalayan

Swaraj Abhiyan
	The Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan representative, Anil Joshi participated in the 'Kosi Bachao Abhiyaan' which was a padayatra (foot march) organised along the banks of the River Kosi along the banks of 13-14 river sites. The padayatra was over 150 km and travelled through many villages, and towns, where in each village, meetings, street theatre and songs were sung by the activists and the Padayatra in the village started on 1st January 2008. There are numerous rivers, which flow into Kosi river, and these rivers are drying up, the padayatra was to encourage people to find solutions and be sensitive to the same. The padayatra revealed that the communities living on the side of the river have close cultural and social associations with it and therefore the crisis of rivers is also a crisis for the communities who reside next to it. The main problems highlighted in the area were that the glaciers are melting fast and therefore rivers flowing from the outer Himalayas are facing the crisis, further the areas have also seen a lot of forest degradation and quarrying and these combined factors are also leading to "global warming", people were also worried about forest fires, broad leafed trees have drastically reduced in the area, and a general public apathy on these issues where very little could be achieved on the same. Representatives from HSA were also closely involved in WSF discussions. HSA members also participated in the Uttarkaashi Public Meeting where the Chief Minister, Khanduri came to inaugurate Maneri Dam and the workers of Pariyavaran Shikshan Sansthaan and HSA activists protested at the meeting. Women played an important role in the protests and there was some discussions with the police. Later during 12th and 13th June 2008 HSA members also attended the Nadi Bachaon Abhiyaan's programmes. SADED representatives were also present and please find the findings from the visit attached in annexure: Uttarkashi field visit
	The local situation is currently not conducive to unite the groups which is why our experiment in the Himalayas failed; Bhuwan Pathak is currently exploring new possibilities which will take some time.
	 


There are meetings and activities which individuals in the SADED network and its functionaries under take with the objective of evolving a comprehensive democratic perspective on ecology and swaraj. Unless the context is explained they might not appear as related to issues of environment, which is the special focus of SADED work. If they are seen in the proper context of our contemporary struggles in southern societies then their significance falls in place. Some of these examples have been given below with a brief explanation.

	Table 3: Response to the larger context: Linking ecological democracy to comprehensive democracy



	Meetings

	Activities
	Mid-Term Progress
	Remarks/Reflections
	Participants

	4.2.08 Meeting: Assisted and participated in a public function to commemorate veteran socialist icon, Karpoori Thakur's birth anniversary: a discussion on the future of socialism initiated by Shri Vijay Pratap 
	 Karpoori Thakur is seen as a symbol of constructing radical democratic identity coherence. He belonged to a numerically miniscule caste of the oppressed people in the Indian context. Non-Party groups have drawn a lot of inspiration from him among social justice movements among Dalits and artisan communities of India. These are low ecological footprint communities and usual environmental groups are oblivious of their aspirations and anxieties.
	 
	 

	9.2.08 Meeting: A Prem Bhasin Memorial Lecture Hindutva Movement and Politics: The case of Vishva Hindu Parishad a lecture by Ms Geeta Puri at GPF
	Geeta Puri has been working on issues of plurality and understanding politics of hatred, anxiety and fundamentalist identity aspiration by an important political current in India. She is an important resource person for initiatives like SADED in understanding issues of social plurality-diversity which we think is concomitant condition for bio diversity. Inter community conflicts of any type make it easy for MNCs and other hegemonic forces to plunder and control the natural resources of the planet. With such resource persons we do not have where withal of financial and human resources to involve them on a regular basis, occasional inputs from such friends help us to keep clarifying our ideas on ecological swaraj.
	 
	Activists and lecturers from various universities and colleges in Delhi

	23.5.08-4.6.08 Meeting: South Asian Peace Alliance Core group Meeting at Srilanka attended by Babulal Sharma
	Babulal Sharma attended the core group meeting to make a plan of action related to South Asian peace identity, peace education and training and campaigns for disarmament  to combat poverty. SADED was invited to join this peace alliance and a South Asian march is scheduled in 2010 to highlight Minimum Development Goals and put a pressure on governments to fulfil the same. The programme was organised by community peace action Sri Lanka
	A ten day training programme on peace education was also held after the core group meeting in Colombo 
	18 representatives from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, UK and France attended this meeting

	28.5.08 Meeting: Release of Amnesty International Annual Report 2008The State of World Human Rights “Shaped by the past, creating the future” attended by Vijay Pratap
	 Senior persons of Amnesty International India Chapter have been our co-workers in trying to bring ecological issues into the mainstream of WSF process. Incidentally the global director of Amnesty International, was a member of the Helsinki group in which SADED was a convenor. 
	 
	 

	5.3.08 Meeting with Shri Deepak Bhatt, Amresh Singh(former member of Constituent Assembly), Vimlend Nidhi  from Nepal on building up South Asia Social Forum to be held in September 2008 and discussion on present political situation in Nepal held in New Delhi
	 
	 
	 


Postponed events

The event planned on 14th April on Marginalised Majorities and Ecological Swaraj Manifesto has been postponed

The event planned on 1st May on working class responsibility toward ecological swaraj and overheating of the planet was also postponed. The event on 5th June on survival on Mother Earth possible has been clubbed with other activities and implemented in August (Perspectives on Ecological Swaraj)

Stock taking in July was not possible due to the illness of Mr. Vijay Pratap and since 

However several meetings/dialogues that had not been planned earlier have been organised or participated in.

1.  Please give us an assessment of the project as it is now. Do you think you will reach the objectives of your project? If not please tell us why.

We have been able to set a form to our activities and this is widely recognised by most activists associated with us. However we will need to take these activities outside the SADED circle for wider participation in debates. Most of our linkages have been established with socialist, social democratic and independent left groups. This is mainly because these political formations also have a tradition of bringing in voices of the marginalized and alternatives into mainstream discourses on development and politics. Most members in SADED come from these traditions as well. However except for a few cases, there is a struggle within these traditions too, to recognise issues through ecological discourses. Though there has been a lot of writing, experiments and struggles advocating alternative models, lifestyles which provide answers and solutions to the current ecological crises, there is a need to enrich these further and build newer debates relevant to contemporary situations. We have been trying to understand and articulate these in our dialogue meetings. 

Our attempt is also to widen the circle. There are currently many transitions and there are quick changes taking place around us. We have recognised the need to locate more activists, individuals and organisations working on ecological issues and engaged in similar explorations. We are planning some processes in South and West.

As is evident from our activities and from our campaigns, being a group of persons who do not work within a given programmatic or 'NGO-ised' framework, sometimes we need to choose between programmes and the need to respond to what is happening in our immediate environment. In this case we are constantly involved in numerous campaigns in response to emerging issues and our evolving understanding. We hope that this alertness will help us further to comprehend, recreate and articulate better the politics of ecological democracy.

Since we are more like a platform or interlinking entity between various forces in society, our challenge is working with a sense of flexibility and dealing with diversity. Though this sort of involvement is bringing much creative energy, we are still wondering how to document our core role of being a ‘linking entity ‘ or platform engaging with diverse differences. 

We have been able to provide support to non-institutional groups of people who need documenting, archival resources, knowledge and exposure to work of other individuals, groups and activists. We hope to make this more cohesive and cognisable in future.

2.  Which steps of your original work plan are you going to address in the future? Are there any changes that might be necessary?

The Global Gandhi Forum has been launched and work is in progress towards launching the Wealth Creator’s Forum For Ecological Responsibility and Faith and Ecology. Our involvement in the WSF process has continued at IC, South Asian, Indian and local levels.

3.  Other issues you would like to tell us about?

Our report collation has been delayed and compiling documents has also been delayed and some programmes have been postponed due to Vijay Pratap’s ill health and Rakesh Bhatt’s being on leave due to health and personal reasons. 

We have also had to rethink and stock take on the Himalayan Swaraj Abhiyan, which we had initiated, due to several ground level situations. We are in the process of assessing new potentials and modes of working in the area.

Please remember to list and attach copies of any written or printed materials generated by the project. We will also be happy to receive any additional materials, for example research and survey results, newspaper clips, reports concerning project issues and photos of the activities.    
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