INDIA PAKISTAN PEACE CONFERENCE
Day 3

SESSION 1: MILITANCY, JOINT MECHANISM AND THE ROLE OF UNITED STATES
AMITABH MATTOO
In a very famous poem by Agha Shahid Ali the India-Pakistan relations were described as a ‘country without post office’. The conflict between India and Pakistan is painful. The relations are often described in regards with enduring rivalry, sustained conflict and other negative feelings. The India-Pakistan relations and conflict is a result of many factors like history, sovereignty, prejudices, ideology, trust, betrayal, territory etc. There is a need for a process of reconciliation in a systematic way. The state should try and formulate such a process of reconciliation and generate certain momentum. Political leadership should be willing to take initiative and should write a new chapter in history in the year 2010. Peacemaking is really a very risky process and an establishment is required along with the bureaucracy. Reconciliation is a grand design which should be instrumental in its execution. There are three different communities within Pakistan based on their aspirations and thoughts about India namely, the Subedars (anti-Indians), the Saudagars (promote business opportunity between the two countries) and the Sufis (intellectual class such as Kuldeep Nayar). The basic question arises in terms of strategizing this relationship. There should be joint mechanism among India and Pakistan to handle the most crucial issues. For instance, the anti terror joint committee could not really work successfully and has not been able to help much. Ideally at the state level a joint group of politicians is required. As far as the role of United States is concerned in the region the popularity has really nosedived since Bush era.  Only 16 percent of the Pakistani people are in favour of the United States and other regard the Americans as enemy. Surprisingly enough, Barack Obama is less popular than Osama Bin Laden. Even in India the data shows the same trend against the United States. But, the fact remains that despite great loss and some erosion of the American hegemony the United States is still the super power and will remain so in years to come. As a result, militancy in the name of counter insurgency will continue as part of the Af-Pak policy which is completely flawed as a policy. Afghanistan has already become an archipelago and nobody is clear of the fact as to till when the Americans will stay in the region. They even fear the day United States push back their troops as it will result into a situation of chaos and disorder especially in the case of the civil society. There is a need to delegitimize violence as a challenge to South Asia. 

AYESHA SIDDIQUA
There are five major points of concern as the theme suggests namely, militancy, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan and the United States. There is an urgent requirement for a joint committee or mission to address the rising issues and challenges. There are possibly two areas namely, trade and education where the two nations can engage largely. There is a need to take this India Pakistan peace process to the ordinary people and common man rather than making it an elitist initiative. There has been a trend off late where the peace processes have lost their importance in the eyes of the people. The situation in Afghanistan is absolutely chaotic post recent elections. This situation is extremely problematic as there is no alternate plan after United States exits from the region. There are always fears among people for a future more insecure rather than secure. As far as India is concerned there is reduced constituency for peace. Now the current generation lacks any experience of 1947 and therefore an absence of any emotional affiliation can be seen. These issues are somewhere holding back India from emerging as a global or regional power. Pakistan has been an irritant for India which has caused enough frustration to the people of India particularly the middle class. There is definitely a need to change the security order. Excessive participation in such peace processes by mostly retired military officials has been responsible in evolving a typical thought process in India.  The media was much better in the 1980’s rather than currently. There has been immense proliferation of media in the recent years and it mostly echoes jingoism. Also in the past couple of years there has been a weakening of democracy in India. In Pakistan on the other hand, the establishments have strengthened and the conditions of war prevails. There is not a single explanation about the existing terrorists groups or Jehadis. The United States used its military might at a time when these countries were quite cautious. The question arises about whether the united states possess the capacity of to have a dialogue between these regions of conflict and the answer echoes a no. 
RAJIV SIKRI
It is significant to explore and understand the numerous kinds of militancy existing in the region of south Asia in regards with India Pakistan Taliban Kashmir etc. There is also a view that militancy in most of the parts is inspired by the misguided values of Islam among the Muslims. There always exists a few assumptions regarding India Pakistan relations and the root of the problem lies with the deliberate encouraging of the wrong values. Assumptions such as one, that india and Pakistan will always remain enemies, two that a weakened india is in the interest of Pakistan, three that Afghanistan is an exclusive sphere of Pakistan and india plays no role in it, four that anything done in the name of Islam is always right, and finally that Pakistan’s future lies with the West and not india. The situation Pakistan is facing today is simply terrible. The country has taken up a Curzonian legacy. The militancy is also helping to peddle soft the drug fuelling insurgencies in the region. India has interest in Afghanistan but not on the cost of Pakistan. In any democracy there is a need to have people support at every point. India as a nation needs to be extremely careful about the problems in Kashmir and should address and resolve them as soon as possible for the improvisation of India Pakistan relations. Ideally in this whole process the role of United States should be zero as most of the problems have been aroused by them. If India Pakistan builds up a normal relation among themselves there is absolutely no role for the united states in south asia. The region needs to redefine the role of other significant Asian actors like china and Saudi Arabia in future.
SAJJAD LONE
Violence is the greatest menace in Kashmir. Before Kashmir was never a region that would sought to violence as a measure, the first incident of violence was experienced in 1989 when the Kashmiri youth stared a armed struggle in Kashmir. There has been a replacement of social sanctity by social stigmatization which cannot be achieved without the use of violent forces. Either there are grievances or aspirations among the people. The problem with aspirations is that it cannot be achieved within the system. Militancy uses structural response to validate their point. Every single day many Kashmiri are using violent methods and demonstrations. There is an irony in the statements which say the Kashmir issue will never be resolved until the india Pakistan relations are improved and vice versa. Even media is not playing a very constructive role nowadays. The media has actually grown even bigger than the state and has been evolved as white collar stone pelters due to perhaps an overdose of democracy. There need to be a solution for the growing militancy in Kashmir. 
ASMA JAHANGIR
Through Track II diplomacy, civil society has a major role to play in bringing about peace in the subcontinent. Pakistan is a country where the democratic movement has been strengthened by a proactive civilian movement in the form of lawyers’ movement. It may be a nascent stage yet, it the tradition to struggle for rights is continued. Where as in India the democracy is staling as even in the parliament there are many elected members with tainted records. There is also the problem of increasing communalisation of society an there are no movements to stop that. 

On the question of militancy in Pakistan it can be said that the alliance between Pakistan and the US is like a bad marriage that has produced troubled children. In this case these children are the various strands of militants. What Pakistan needs from India is not sympathy but understanding and then help. If Pakistan is troubled and is not able to deal with militancy, even India will not be sparred by the scourge of militancy. Civil society has a major role in bridging the gap between these two countries in terms of understanding.
COMMENTS
· The creation of militants in Kashmir is a big challenge.

· Option of plebiscite as the only viable option for resolving the Kashmir issue

· The significance of benchmarks in the Kerry-Lugar bill

· Need to differentiate between two kinds of militancy in Kashmir and in Pakistan separately.

· The proposed SAARC convention should be revived and worked upon

RESPONSE
· The benchmark issue of the Kerry-Lugar Bill is not significant as the consequences are still awaited. Though the purpose for which the Bill was created seems defeated. Although theoretically it was assumed that it will be a success though the reality is still unknown. 

· There are a lot of differences among the Kashmiri and the Pakistani militants. Any activity of political violence or conflict in Kashmir also showcases the concept of sacrifice. But still the risk and plight of the Kashmiri is even worse than the Pakistanis as they can’t commiserate. 

· Kashmir has been declared an integral part of India by the Indians already and therefore it results in fallouts.

· The middle class of India recognizes the importance of stability in Pakistan as the spill over effects is detrimental for Indians.
· There is a need for a strong Ministry of Defence to be established in Pakistan.

SESSION II

ROLE OF MEDIA AND CULTURE IN WAR AND PEACE

VED BHASIN 

Normally the media is critical about others and analyses their roles. It is seldom that media introspects and this is perhaps very much needed at this juncture. It needs to take in account its own failures and shortcomings but unfortunately they are very touchy about the whole issue. Media should be the part of the solution but it has become a part of the problem and its positive role in the peace building process has been negated. Instead, there has been an ultra-nationalist, hawkish media full of jingoism on both sides of the border. Many agreements like the Siachin, Sherm-Al-Sheikh and others have been sabotaged by this negative role of media. The media today is fed by mobocracy, establishment like bureaucracy, security communities so it is no more a free media. The media has contributed to the alienation of Kashmiri people from the mainstream public discourse. The people have been deprived of freedom, Human rights, and right to plebiscite; there have been rigged elections, draconian rules, military interventions and puppet regimes imposed by the Indian establishment. All throughout the media has by and large supported the Indian establishment. The media should help to reach a solution that is satisfactory for India, Pakistan and Kashmir.   

 B. MURLIDHAR REDDY 

The biggest stumbling blocks in the success of peace talks are the Indian foreign office and the intelligence agencies in India. The Right to Information Act has benefitted the people immensely yet, the Indian foreign office and the intelligence services have not been brought under its purview. They misuse power by denying visa indiscriminately, blacklisting people and creating problems in people’s movement across the borders. A thorough observation of peace and conflict related news items over a long period reveal that the media toes the line of administration. The media needs to abandon the membership of this mutual admiration society with respect to administration if it wants to bring any qualitative change in its otherwise negative role. It has the responsibility to lessen the tensions across the borders not highlight it. People need to move beyond the media and the establishment constructed walls to reach out to each other. 

LIAQAT ALI TOOR
The most negative development in the realm of media is the trend of paid journalism. The empire of media has expanded tremendously in the recent years. So much so that it has become larger than the state. This has been unprecedented in the history of India, Pakistan and South Asia. The monster of media is constructive as well as destructive. In the context of India- Pakistan relations, it has largely been destructive. It has increased the amount of trust deficit and paranoia about each other. People of India and Pakistan do not know much about each other and media has been least helpful instead goes on to suppress the facts. By doing this, it is punishing the people of South Asia at large since people are entirely dependent on media for information in this regard. The role of media to boost the India-Pakistan ties should include more foreign correspondent being posted in the two countries, coordination between the media’s of the two countries, joint press councils and a total abstinence with regards to the circulation of hate material and propaganda.

MAHESH BHATT

History of any nation is the story of its people. India and Pakistan have seen a history full of suspicion and mistrust for each other. It becomes a non-patriotic thing to criticise the government in India because being a nationalist would mean that one is bloodthirsty of one’s perceived enemy. Terrorist acts escalate tension and hate propaganda so much so that any peace initiative so far loses its significance. Post 26/11 scenario was the same. In such times, talking about peace and cooperation between the organisations becomes a passé. One thing needs to be understood that the governments lie and if intellectuals, academicians or civil society at large tries to step out of the box and speak against government, it is branded as treason. As far as the popular war rhetoric goes, there is no such thing as a ‘good war’. As a patriot one is wedded to the ‘values’ of humanity and the values that India stands for, not to the politicians or the institutions. Job of the media is to serve people by protecting them from war. As Gandhi said that if India and Pakistan do not solve their problems and continue to hate each other, the fate of the people of entire subcontinent is doomed; it is time to follow the path of reconciliation shown by him.

MADEEHA GAUHAR
Peace process between India and Pakistan is not just driven by external influences but many people from arts, theatre, literature and cultural fields also influence it. In the cultural context, the collective memory that the people share is that of partition which has left behind a legacy of blood thirsty and hatred driven migration and displacement. In Pakistan, then a new state, ideologues had to develop a new identity of the state. They did so by creating a narrow minded identity placing Pakistan vis-à-vis India and deliberately downplaying the common ties rooted in cultural expressions such as arts, music, literature, language, theatre and common values. As a result these common referral points were suppressed to be replaced by a monism in cultural realm. Pakistan was essentially understood as non-India causing pathological denial of self assertions of the people. This resulted in the surrender of all forms of arts in relation with India.  A total exodus of Sikh and Hindu artists from Sind and Lahore created a cultural void. Conservative media has only augmented the cause of the state apparatus. Now the people’s movement and initiatives are doing their bid to fill this void. Cross-border initiatives like plays involving children from Lahore as well as Amritsar, the phenomenal power of immensely influential plays (like Sufi Bulla) and music are such examples. 

KULDIP NAYAR

To increase cooperation there should be voluntary press council (which is non-governmental in nature) should be there. This body should meet at regular intervals and point out the correctives about shared information and peace processes. The newly emerged trend of ‘paid journalism’ is very dangerous and undermines the credibility of media. Hence a code of ethics needs to be evolved. South Asian News Services would be a step in decentralising power in the mechanisms of media. 

COMMENTS
· Mainstream media depicts negative features of Pakistan instead the positives need to be stressed upon.

· The significance of social cultural diplomacy in the peace process is significant and indispensible.

· The media should stop funding itself from the capitalists then only it would become independent.

· Cultural sphere is the first to be suppressed in an oppressive regime.

· Impact of militancy on Indian Muslims need to be figured out.

·  Extremely biased media does more harm than the curse of ignorance.

RESPONSES
· The Indian film industry has gained more in terms of acquiring the market rather than Pakistan having gained much inspiration from Indian cinema.

· It is heart breaking to see what the media has abandoned (peace) and what it has embraced (war)

