	South Asian Dialogue on Ecological Democracy (SADED), the Lokayan and the Vasudhaiva Kutumkam organized a day long discussions in memory of Smitu Kothari on Oct. 4th, 2009 at India International Centre, New Delhi. It was first birthday of renowned scholar, social activist, Editor and founding member of Lokayan late Mr. Kothari after his untimely death earlier this year.



	


  

Discussions held on following topics: 

  

1-     Ecological Revolution: Imperative of Our Times​–A Southern Perspective 

2-     Dreams and Destinations: Nepal in Transition 

3-     Learning about Aspirations and Struggles of Peoples of Jharkhand 

4-     Strains on Traditions of Co-living, Secularism, Hindustaniyat and Insaniyat 

  

Programme began with discussions on the Social Meaning of Smitu Kothari’s Work. After paying rich tribute to Mr. Koathari, Mr. Vijay Pratap gave a brief introduction of Smitu’s works and his concerns. He said that Smitu wanted to establish a continuous dialogue between India and Bharat, and Lokayan was formed for achieving this objective. He viewed Lokayan as a Chaupal (people’s forum) and it pained him that later on this platform was converted into a NGO. 

  

Mr. Parsuram Rai moderated this session. 

  

Mr. R. R. Singh, former director of Tata Institute of Social Sciences, underlined the contribution of Lokayan in studies of social sciences and told that during his tenure at TISS, the Lokayan bulletin was made part of study material for students. 

  

Veteran socialist leader Mr. Surendra Mohan said that though Smitu took part in different type of social activities, but he was more concerned with environmental questions. Mr. Savyasaachi, Reader at Jamia Millia University, said that Smitu Kothari was opposed to current development policy as he considered it disastrous. Mr. Aseem Srivastava, Mr. Devdutt, and Mr. Prabodh Rai Chandel also shared their memories with Mr. Kothari. 

  

In the second session, noted economist Mr. Aseem Srivastva gave a lecture on ‘Ecological Revolution: Imperative of Our Times​–A Southern Perspective’. The session was chaired by sociologist Mr. Suresh Sharma. 
  

Main points of Mr. Srivastva's observations are as  follows: 
  

· The revolution is thought as an event when the world is transformed. But in his view it is like a process. And for this, the ecological revolution has become a necessity. The world has no other choice. 
· Quoting famous historian Arnold Toynbee he underlined that solution to the problems like climate pollution has to emerge from poorer countries. 
· He elaborated how Rabinra Nath Tagore and Gandhi understood the consequences of industrial civilization in early twentieth century, when no early signs of global warming or climate change were noticed in other parts of the world. 
· Mr. Srivastva described the looming danger of climate change in great detail and then he came to the possible alternatives for future. 

· He emphasized the need of changing the mindset. He said that we need to move from the mindset of ‘developmentality’ to the mindset of ‘environmentality’. The ‘development’ has become like a religion for elites, but we should understand that we are part of nature and we have to plan for nature. 

· Development has always been a top-down idea. The elites of the 3rd world are beaten by ‘development bug’ and corporate nationalism is the power behind such development drives. 

· He said that climate change is the greatest market failure. Now rich classes are also facing the consequences of climate change and only for that there is much hullabaloo on this issue in the world today. 

· He suggested that our attitudes toward rural areas should be connected with discussions on ecological democracy. Concern for villages and urban sectors has to be balanced.   

Sri Suresh Sharma, Devdutt, Prof Ohashi (from Japan), Sumit Chakravrti (editor- Mainstream), Saumya Dutta, Dr. Vijay and Savyasaachi commented on Mr. Srivastva’s presentation. 

  

Next Session was on ‘Dreams and Destinations: Nepal in Transition’. It was chaired by Sri Suresh Sharma. 
  

Mr. Udhab Pyakurel, a research scholar at JNU, was the main speaker. He gave historical background of current political deadlock in Nepal. He said that people’s hope for true democracy is belied as many roadblocks have emerged in the way of constitution writing. 

  

Ms Indira Adhikari and Ms. Dev Kumari, both Nepali students at JNU, Nepali citizen Pramod Kharel and Laxmi Pandey, and Nepali journalist Krishna Sabkota, also shared their views and experiences of troubles and travails Nepal is passing through. 

  

Mr. Sumit Chakravrty, former professor of JNU, Mr. S N Sinha, Mr. Surendra Mohan commented upon the presentations. Mr. Mohan emphasized that the government of India must understand the sensibilities of Nepali people and should not look as interfering in their sovereign areas. 

  

Next Session was on ‘Learning about Aspirations and Struggles of Peoples of Jharkhand’. Dr. Savyasaachi presided over this session. Two anti-displacement activists of Santhal Pargana of Jharkhand, Munni Hansda and Charan Kumar were the main speakers. 
  

First, Mr Bhuwan Pathak of SADED gave an introduction of Ms Handa and Mr. Kumar. They both were felicitated by Dr (Mrs) Uma Shankari. She presented them a shawl and a set of books. 
  

Mr Charan Kumar and Ms Munni Hansda narrated the story of people’s struggle against a power project at Kathi Kund in Santhal Pargana. The gathering was told about the repression let loose upon the protesting masses. Mr. Kumar and Ms. Hansda were put behind the bars for more than 6 months. Cases against them are still on. They told that in spite of all machinations of the administration, people are determined to thwart the project. 
  

Mr. Vijay Pratap said that the main challenge before such struggles is to give them a holistic context, where struggle, constructive works, organization, vision and efforts of converting vote-raj into Swaraj could be combined. 
  

Last session was on ‘Strains on Traditions of Co-living, Secularism, Hindustaniyat and Insaniyat’. Three young activists, Saroor Mander, Al-Hindi Ovais Sultan Khan and Imran, shared their vision regarding this topic with the esteemed gathering. Their presentation followed by thought provoking discussion. Session was presided over by Mr. Om Thanvi, the Editor of Jansatta. 
  

