Report of SADED Activities

(Jan – March 2007)

Adivasi Survival Globally

[Thematic Convenors: Narendra Bastar and Ghanshyam]

SADED thematic Adivasi Survival Globally is primarily a thematic group which wants to connect with all the positive moral, intellectual, political and financial resource at its command to educate ourselves and the larger global family that the way we are proceeding with present growth lead development model, we shall decimate a good part of our tribal sisters and brothers in the same manner as our European ancestors did in Americas 500 years ago.  SADED in this thematic is trying to engage with vast number of N.G.Os, movement networks, public intellectuals, social scientists and media persons to make the issue of Adivasi Survival Globally a part of the mainstream concerns of South Asian civil society. 

The destructive development policies adopted by the government, loot of natural resources by multi-national and Indian companies in the name of development are playing havoc with the very existence of the Adivasis. The SADED thematic is contributing to strivings to retain, conserve and rejuvenate the communitarian lifestyle, to protect land, water and forest, in Giridih, Kodarma, Dhanbad, Bokaro, Hazaribagh, East and west Singhbhum, Saraikela, Pakur, Dumka of Jharkhand. Dialogues in Bastar are to understand and build solidarities there.

During January-March 2008, interaction with adivasi communities and their experts was continued to understand their worldview and practices. Dialogues among community members and activists on local problems, Public hearings, networking meetings, protest meetings and action were undertaken at local, state and national levels. Preparation of research-based publications on issues of adivasis in India as well as in Nepal is underway. 

	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities.

Implications for the programme process.
	Expenditure

	Meeting
	A state level meeting of village level Peoples’ Movements was held at Jeetpur in Deoghar on 6th January and 7th January 2007.  Members of different peoples movements form 22-districts of Jharkhand participated in it. The agenda of meet was to 

· To coordinate and review the ongoing movement to preserve and protect natural resources.

· To decide and prepare future course of action.

Decisions taken- Following decisions were taken in the meetings;

· To strengthen ongoing peoples’ movements in Jharkhand

· To preserve and protect Adivasiyat.

· To intensify struggle against PANEEM and to oppose MOUs assigned by the state government

·  It was unanimously decided to hold Public Hearing throughout Jharkhand


	This meeting of members of various movement groups of 22 districts of Jharkhand contributed to the process attempting to bring various organizations together  for a continuous  strengthening of the struggle against the corporate invasion and its exploitation of the natural environment, with loss of control of local people of the state as well as weakening of any accountability to them
	Monthly Honorarium to one person, Shri Baijnath Baiju.  Rest of the expenditure on the activities is on self finance basis.

	Meeting
	A meeting of the unorganized workers was held at Dhanbad on 18th January 2007.  Around 200 unorganized workers including rickshaw pullers, bonded workers, domestic workers participated in it.  The participants identified the issues which they are confronting with. Prominent among these issues were non-availability of work, financial constraints, non arrangement for skill development training, non payment of minimum wages, conflict with private contractors
	The marginalized 

sections of the society

 viz Rickshaw pullers, bonded workers and 

domestic workers
	

	Meeting
	0n 27th January 2007, A JAN Panchayat (Peoples’ Parliament) was organized at Leda in Giridih.  2000 people from Leda and its surrounding villages participated enthusiastically with a great sense of community feeling. The Jan panchayat identified and presented before the local administration the issues they are confronted with.  Issues like irregularities in NERGA and BPL were discussed. Planning for Ranchi Jan sansad was also chalked out


	People from villages in 

Giridih district
	

	Demonstration
	On 24th January 2007, a demonstration was held before CCL (Central Coalfields Limited) Ranchi office in which about 200 activists and local people took part.  Following demands were placed before the management:

· People residing in CCL area should have Patta Rights.

· They should be provided caste certificate and Housing certificate.

Plantation should be done in the area that is not being used for mining by the company.

	People affected by the mining activities of the 

Company. 


	

	Meeting/ Demonstration
	On 28th Jan 2007 A district level Jan sansad (Peoples’ Parliament) was held at Jhanda Maidan. Problems faced by the district people were discussed and following demands were handed over to the district administration:

· Enrol the people in BPL (Below Poverty Line) who are not enrolled earlier.

· Privatization of Khandoli Water reservoir was strongly opposed by the villagers.

· Patta rights over CCL area.
· Withdraw false cases against Adivasis by the forest department

	Such programmes inculcate a sense of awareness among the 

deprived sections of 

the society especially 

the Marginalized 

majority like Adivasis 

and Dalits.


	

	Meeting/ Demonstration
	A Jan Sansad (Peoples’ Parliament) in Giridih on 5 February, 2007.  More than 300 people took part. Various Peoples’ organizations of the district including Jharkhand Ulgulan Manch (JUM) and Jharkhand Hulgulan Mahila Manch (JHMM) participated in the meeting and demonstration.  The ‘parliament’ demanded that the various problems faced by the district be settled without further delay.
	Participants were activists of various organizations.

It generated a general empowering feeling 

of self rule among 

the locals.
	

	Conference
	On the occasion of International Women’s Day on 

8 March 2007, a conference was organized at Bengabad in Giridih district.  More than 200 women from Giridih and surrounding villages participated in the conference. Following issues were discussed in it;

· Equal pay for equal work both for men and women.

· Atrocities against women

· Confronting women being termed as witches.

· Abolition of dowry and child marriage.

· Rehabilitation of destitute women.  

·  Dalit women’s rights.

 Following decisions were taken:

· Will not accept unequal wages for equal work.

· Oppose women being termed as witches

· Oppose the exploitation of dalit women.

· Create awareness on women rights issues.

· The participants agreed that women are  victims of faulty development policies which has aggravated their situation.

	Dalit and Adivasis 

Women 

Were the main 

Beneficiaries.
	

	Meeting/ Protest

Rallies/ Demonstrations
	Participation in Action-2007: -A national network of several peoples’ movement groups. had organized an action plan called Action 2007 at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi to highlight various struggles going on in various parts of the country.  Well-known activists, public figures - academics and journalists  like Medha Patkar, Sandeep Pandey, Vijay Pratap, Aruna Roy, Meher Engineer, Devdutt, Ghanshyam and many others participated in it.  During the programme, memorandum were handed over to parliamentarians including the Ministers. Action –2007 create pressure upon the government to look into the grievances of the people especially the displaced adivasis and other marginalized sections of society. 

During the programme following decisions were taken : 

· People to people contacts should improve through collective efforts across the heartland to intensify struggle against MNCs.,

· Awareness among adivasi communities should be created on natural resource management and its sustainable management. 

· Bio-diversity in the heartland should be maintained through people initiatives in order to protect Adivasiyat.

· Pressure should be created in the states to compel government to formulate adivasi-friendly policies.

· Efforts to ensure community ownership of natural resources needs to be strengthened though network and alliance building.

· Economy, culture and traditional knowledge system of Adivasis should be protected.

· Leadership among adivasi communities should be developed.

· Capacity to oppose so called industrialization resulting in displacement and migration needs to be strengthened. 

· Water scarcity had reached its peak before the monsoons, which appeared quickly as predicted. There was a rapid rise in migration then. 
The Right to Information Act is yet to be implemented in Jharkhand, with continuing obstacles to the much needed information from the government on various programmes which are still not available to the people.  Movement should be sharpened further so that RTI is implemented in Jharkhand.
	Various activists came

to know each other

during Action 2007

programme.  It was felt 

by all that a unified 

structure of struggle

widens the horizon of 

individual and 

scattered movement 

groups.
	

	Networking/ Meetings/Visits
	Visits have been undertaken and personal contacts established by Narendra in Madhya Pradesh and Chhatisgarh with individual adivasi knowledge experts such as various streams of medicine men/women, environmentalists, diviners, leaders and activists. Follow up activities been undertaken through planning of forums for them, solidarity building, exchanges amongst them and sustaining/enriching the collective inherited knowledge on ecology, land and communitarian living amongst others.
	30 Adivasi environmentalists, village experts in traditional ecological architecture diviners, leaders and activists medicine men/women. Non-adivasi academics, students and other experts.
	

	Networking/ Meetings/Visits
	Vijay Pratap has connected with adivasi groups in south India and in Jharkahand other than what Judav has done vis-à-vis the SADED thematic.
	
	

	Publications and Study Reports
	Preparation of two books is underway in the current quarter. One is on the collected works of Prof. Roy Burman spanning a history of his unpublished writings. The other book is by Narendra on his explorations and enquiries in the Adivasi world in India with specific reference to the tribal heartland of Bastar wherein he has spent most of his time.

A study report has been commissioned. The report deals with federalism and Adivasis in Nepal. Udhav, an incisive scholar from Nepal, is preparing it.
	
	

	Website
	Discussions have been held with the SADED Convener on developing a new website to present our publications and other works on Adivasis. Details are being worked out. It is hoped the website should be ready in the current quarter.
	
	


SADED THEMATIC - Water and Agriculture

Thematic convener - Dr. Uma Shankari

This group has its headquarters in Andhra Pradesh where the convenor is stationed, with other members of SADED also involving themselves in issues of water and agriculture in other regions. This thematic focuses on interlinking of issues related to the agrarian crisis, water and energy in different parts of the country with other economic and political issues. It attempts to strengthen the networks and efforts on these issues by highlighting relevant facts and policy analyses, as well as by bringing people of diverse perspectives together on common concerns. 

This thematic is also attempting to understand the present perceptions of urban communities about ecological issues and to sensitise them to concerns of their own environment as well as plantation and protection of trees.
	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities
	Expenditure

	Meeting
	Held meetings with activists/ staff of SADED thematics Adivasi Survival Globally in Ranchi from 1 – 8 January, 2007.  It was sad to know the way Adivasis were being neglected and subjected to pressures from the business houses to leave their ancestral places and made to immigrate to cities to become either domestic workers or used up as unskilled workers.  The local government seemed not to be concerned about their plight.  The efforts of SADED thematic and other organizations working in Jharkhand though commendable, however, to counter the onslaught of the business interests it needs a manifold efforts by all civil society organizations as well as raising the issue at national and global platform.
	The meetings/ visits gave a first hand account to know the working of other SADED thematic for a better coordination/ implementation of SADED goals.   
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Meeting
	On 8 January a meeting was organized by National Alliance of Peoples’ Movement, NAPM in Hyderabad to discuss issues relating to forthcoming Action 2007 meeting in February – March 2007 in Delhi.  It was decided in the meeting that various organizations who are part of the Action-2007 (SADED being one such organisation) be contacted to give their inputs on their contribution in logistics and agenda preparation.

Also the same day a book release function of Telugu translation of late Madhu Dandavate was held.

About 100 activists took part in the meeting and the book release.
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Meeting/ Conference
	A two day conference was organized by SADED on 9 January, 2007 at Rajendra Bhawan, New Delhi and on 10 January 2007 at Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi on the issues relating to Social Justice.   Leading dalit activists, leaders from Uttarakhand attended the meeting.  Depleting water resources and adverse effects of proposed dams were discussed during the meeting. Drying up of Kosi river.  
	
	Hall booking, travel, phone, fax, copying, honorarium, food 



	Meeting
	On 10 January 2007, a farmers’ meeting was held in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh. Dr. Narasimha Reddy, a well known agricultural economist spoke on “Agriculture and Farmers in National Budget”.  He said that despite majority of Indian employment comes from Agriculture, however, it seems the national budget does not consider the agricultural sector to be of any concern.  The budget is prepared to cater to a few industries and industrial houses that benefits only ‘India’ and not ‘Bharat’ where the agriculture of India is situated.  He said that the farmers should raise the issues of import of foodgrain at a higher rate than that is being given to them.  The issue of farmers’ suicide was also discussed at length.  It is just not the farmers with small land holdings who are committing suicide rather it has been found that there is shift in increase in suicide rates by farmers with big land holdings as well.   A letter to the Indian Finance Minister was sent. About 200 farmers/ activists took part in the meeting
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Meeting
	On 12 January, 2007 a meeting was organized in Venkatramapuram, Andhra Pradesh in which government officials of state forest department were also present.   The problems faced by the local community was discussed at length with the officials.  The villagers told the officials that if they compare the forests under government care and under community care, it becomes evident that community does not consider forests to be just a market commodity but as part of their life.  About 50 people attended the meeting
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Meeting
	On 13 January, 2007 a consultative meeting was organized in Venkatrama Puram, Andhra Pradesh with members of local Panchayats and a local food processing professional.  He informed the local panchayat members about the value addition of forest produce, The income can be enhanced through simple methods used for value addition of the produce.  He said that the produce sold by the villagers is being sold by the companies through some simple input of value addition at double or triple rates.
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Demonstration
	On 18 January, 2007 a Dharna (protest demonstration) was held at Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh in front of Electricity Department Office DISCOM demanding that annual public hearing on power related issues be held at Tirupati in addition to Guntur district.  The demonstrators handed over a memorandum to the Electricity Department officials stating that not many people can go to Guntur from Tirupati for redressal of their electricity related problems.  In a participatory democracy the people don’t have to go to the courts to get justice rather justice itself should be delivered to them at their places. About 50 people took part in the protest demonstration.
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Public hearing Meeting
	On 20 January, 2007 SADED thematic convener Dr. Uma Shankari alongwith other activists of other organizations of the state attended a public hearing of Andhra Pradesh Transmission Corporation, APTRANSCO in Hyderabad.  TRANSCO which is the sole body to look after transmission of Electricy in Andhra Pradesh since 1999 has not been doing justice to the fare distribution between the majority of poor farmers needs and  minority but influential rich business houses’ greed. Electricity is not being transmitted to farmers even for 3 hours a day whereas there has been over supply of electricity to the  Industrial houses to make the state ‘industrialised’ and developed at the cost of the majority of the poor in the state.
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Fast/ Meeting
	On 26 January, 2007 (republic day of India) Action 2007 was launched  and on 30 January a nationwide one day fast was observed in support of the programme.  Dr. Uma Shankari fasted in Chittoor with APVVU (Andhra Pradesh Vyavasaya Vruthidarula Union) a state federation of agricultural labourers unions spread over in 14 districts of Andhra Pradesh. About 1000 activists observed fast in Chittoor district.
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses 

	Meeting
	On 9 February, 2007attended preparatory meeting of NAPM in Wardha on Action 2007. Was involved in drafting of Charter of demands called “Call of Action”.  The draft was discussed and suggestions made by participants were incorporated in it.  About 35 people took part in the meeting.
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Conference/ Meeting
	On 17 February, 2007 participated in a conference on “Strategy planning meeting on agrarian crisis in AP” at Hyderabad. It was resolved during the meeting to work on small farmer based sustainable farming. About 50 people took part in the Conference.


	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Meeting
	On 18 February, 2007 a commemorative meeting was organized in Memory of late Shri Dharampal in IIIT, Hyderabad.   Revival of PPST  (Patriotic and People-oriented Science and Technology) was discussed at length.  The participants felt that the prime agenda for PPST should be deconstruction of new sciences and technologies and institutions which have not paid any heed to the aspirations of the poor.  Dr. Uma Shankari said that the model of new Science and Technology is not people centred with human values at its core rather it is governed by the market where the core value is accumulation of wealth by a few individuals at the cost of the poor.
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Discussions/ Meeting
	On 19 February, 2007 interacted with Sagar Dhara a renowned environmental Engineer in Hyderabad on the adverse impact of power plants on environment.  Also discussed about the possibility of holding workshops to draft a Peoples Energy Policy, and Electricity Act.
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Meeting
	On 22 February, 2007 attended a meeting  organized in Venkatarampuram district in Hyderabad by Vana Samrakshana Samithi VSS  – a joint Forest Management Committee formed to protect forest resources comprising of state forestry department and the local villagers. Discussed marketing of value added products (Gooseberry jam and pickles) and possibility of production of organic sugar at village level.  About 200 local villagers and activists took part in the meeting.
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses


	Meeting/ Conference
	A two day conference was organized by SADED on 22-23 February, 2007 in Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi. The theme of the conference was Economic and Ecological Democracy and Alternative perspectives on Politics of Development. The topics included inter connect between Modern trends in Economics and Ecological Democracy; Communities of faith and the inherent  ecological traditions therein; Politics of WSF – Limitations and Possibilities.  The Conference was attended by about 45 people.  
	
	Hall booking, travel, phone, fax, copying, food expenses

	Meeting
	On 3 March, 2007 participated in a meeting organized by Rashtriya Raithu Seva Samithi  RRSS – (National Farmers’ Service Committee) at Pakala in Andhra Pradesh. A visit was made to the organic farms of RRSS activists.  It was resolved to mobilize farmers on dairy issues.  Decision was taken to hold a large meeting of farmer leaders on 10 April, 2007
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses

	Steering Committee Meeting
	Attended a two day SADED Steering Committee Meeting held by SADED on 6-7 March, 2007 at SADED office , Janata House, Munirka, New Delhi
	
	Travel expenses

	Meeting
	From March 18 to 30th March, 2007 participated in Action 2007 programme at Delhi along with SADED activists from Uttarakhand, Jharkhand and Delhi.  Facilated many sessions of meetings during the programme.  
	
	Phone, Travel, internet expenses


SADED THEMATIC - Water and Agriculture

Activities led by Shri Prabodh Raj


Ped Panchayat (Tree Assembly) is being developed by Prabodh Raj and Vijay Pratap on behalf of SADED as a group working in Delhi for creating awareness about Ecology, Environment and survival of trees, especially sensitising people to develop a natural bond with the plants and trees. In the modern times the question about the preservation of plants and trees and their necessities has undergone a lot of changes. The preservation of trees is being limited to their commercial value. However, trees and plants are not only the necessity of humankind but excellent creation of God as part of nature on earth. Hence it is necessary to change the views on them. For this Ped Panchayat is involved in organising meetings and tree plantation programs in different areas with the help of local residents' welfare associations in different parts of Delhi. Ped panchayat is also preparing to approach children through various schools to create awareness among them about the survival of trees. 

	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities.

Implications for the programme process.
	Expenditure

	Event
	2nd February, 2007 ‘World Wetland Day 2007' was held at Aravali Bio-diversity Park , Vasant Vihar, New Delhi. The above event was jointly organized by various organizations namely: Jatav Siksha Prasar Sabha; Asha Kiran Sewa Ashram; SHROT; SASA; Shri Shyam Education & Welfare Society; Hans Foundation; AGAPE; Ped Panchayat; SADED; ADHARSHILA; Sarvatra International; Mahila Sneh Sangathan; Uttarakhand Sacred Social Society; NAV Jeevan Sewashram; Sewak Samaj; Brich Evam Paryavaranmitra; ADNS; RDT; Friends for Innovations and GANTABYA. 

About 80 people attended this meeting. The gathering was attended by scientists, representatives of various NGOs, public representatives and students. Participants attended plantation program at the beginning which was organized in the part area.  Saplings of many trees were planted in the park. The  discussions were informative and thought provoking. Speakers emphasized the need of Wetlands on the earth as part of nature during the meeting. Many people shared their own experiences related to wetlands and described how people used to take care of wetlands during ancient times.  
At the end of the meeting certificates and momentoes were given to prominent participants.

	The organizations involved work among the various communities in Delhi to raise awareness about issues related to the natural environment. Building bridges between them, and organizing such events will strengthen the work of all, relate SADED work to the common people and help disseminate SADED perspective on Ecological Democracy among them.
	Self - finance


HIMALAYA SWARAJ ABHIYAN 1 JANUARY TO 31 MARCH

Thematic Convener - Bhuwan Pathak

The HSA has initiated activities on several subjects related to ecological issues and democratic processes in Uttarakhand society, primarily with a view to strengthen its existing ecological worldview, life pattern and practices through their documentation, dialogue with diverse section of society on their value and the processes of change, as well as engaging in experiments for innovation. Dialogues were organized on the Impact of Global Warming on Samata and Environment; Himalayan Environment and Social System; How to amalgamate Environmental questions with Education. Also organized were a Walk of HSA in Bina area; People contact walk for preparation of opening Swaraj Center, Bina; A seminar on Ecological management and issues of democracy in Himalayan Region. A seminar was organised on Ecological Democracy wherein teachers of various schools participated. Various activities were undertaken during the elections for the state legislature on Peoples' Manifesto. A six-monthly evaluation meeting was conducted and an Action Plan formulated.

	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities
	Expenditure

	Meetings
	Series of meetings with various political parties Communist Party of India (CPI), Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPM), Uttarakhand Kranti Dal (UKD), Uttarakhand Lok Vahini (ULV) to discuss preparation of a Peoples’ Manifesto were conducted in Dehradun on 2-9 January, 2007.  
	This created avenues for the entry of the Peoples’ Manifesto prepared by H.S.A. into the political process during state legislature elections in Uttarakhand
	Travel expenses

	Meeting
	On 4 January, 2007 a one day meeting  was organized on the Role of woman in social change and politics of ecological Democracy at Organic farming center Gururha baanj  in Almora district by Jaivik Krishi Kisan  Panchyat – Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan. The meeting was attended by about 30 local community workers and activist working in this area. The speakers   reminded that it was primarily the role of women which preserved the  ecologically sustainable traditions especially in the  Himalayan region.  Contribution of women like Gaura Devi who started the Chipko movement should not be forgotton.  
	The participants especially the women felt empowered by such meeting. Positive reinforcement of ecologically healthy traditional practices brought self-confidence and the recalling of earlier struggles, renewed commitment to ecological values. 
	Accommodation, Travel, 

Phone, photocopy 

Expenses 

	Workshop
	A workshop on 6 – 13 January, 2007 was organized by Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan with teachers of Jeevanshalas on the issue of “Ecological Democracy and Education”.  Gopal, H.S.A. Coordinator said that a teacher is merely not a medium of transmitting the printed letters in books to the children but should be regarded as Watchdog of Society.  He should gather knowledge from all corners and should disseminate it to the society.  He should be a learner and a teacher. About 30 people attended the meeting.
	This was an important meeting to disseminate the ideas of Ecological Democracy among teachers who can then spread them within the younger generation and within larger society as the educated members.
	Self finance

	Workshop
	On 9 – 11 January, 2007 a three day workshop of Research team and other core members of Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan was organized in Gagrigol, District Bageshwar on understanding the role of modern development in local life. Agenda for comprehensive research to be initiated by H.S.A. on the effects of modern development on the local life and ecology as a whole was discussed.  Methodology of such a research was discussed and unanimously agreed that locals be interviewed in Almora and Bageshwar districts.  A research team of 9 people was formed out of which six members would contribute in the effort on a voluntary basis. About 15 people participated in this workshop.  Half Yearly meeting of Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan was organized in Gagrigol on 9-10 January, 2007.  Also starting up of new Swaraj Adhyan Kendra (Swaraj Study Centre) in other parts of Uttarakhand were discussed.  It was also decided in the meeting that wherever the old team members are invited for meetings etc. should be accompanied by newer members of the team for better exposure and understanding of the issues.  (It was earlier decided that some of the core members of H.S.A. will attend Chipko Mitra Milan (Friends of Chipko Movement meeting) and the rest would hold the half yearly H.S.A. meeting.)
	This is a fruitful program for young activists activists to understand the diverse viewpoints on the discourse of modernity and revives self-confidence in the local community even while it contributes to documentation of ecology friendly life pattern and world view. 

	Venue charges, Travel, 

Phone, photocopy 

expenses

	Meetings
	Participation in Chipko Mitra Milan (Friends of Chipko Movement) meeting in Khari, Tehri Garhwal on 11-12 January, 2007.

	This is an annual meeting of famous Chipko movement activists and supports.  It provides an opportunity to meet and discuss issues of Ecological Swaraj in a friendly atmosphere. 
	Travel expenses

	Evaluation meeting


	On 12 January, 2007 a evaluation meeting of all the core committee members of H.S.A was convened in Gagrigol on the work accomplished from June 2006 to December, 2006.  The members expressed their satisfaction about the progress made by the group in Bageshwar and other districts of Uttarakhand.  In the meeting, some future work plans were also discussed.  It was decided that the following meetings will be organized:

· Two meetings on the issues relating to the marginalized sections Samata Andolan from 14 – 17 April, 2007 in Dehradun and from 21 – 22 June, 2007 in Almora districts.
· Two meetings on issues relating to Ecological Democracy with special reference to Effects of Global Warming on Himalayan Glaciers and organic farming in Uttarakhand on 22 April in Dehradun and 3-4 May in Ramnagar.
· A one day meeting on 7 May 2007 with noted Indian environmentalist from Himalayas Sunder Lal Bahuguna and colleagues in Tehri on the impact of Tehri Dam on Himalayan ecology. 
· A three day meeting from 3 –5 June 2007 in Dehradun on the negative impact of proposed power projects in Uttarakhand.  
· Co-organising a three day meeting from 12-14 June 2007 with SIDH, at Mussourie on Education and Development. 
· To start a new Swaraj Kendra in Almora District from June 2007. 

	
	Travel, 

Phone, photocopy 



	Research/ Training/ Padyatra
	On 15 – 16 January, 2007 H.S.A. organized a meeting in Gagrigol, Bageshwar to get feedback from the five member research team who had been undertaking Padyatra (Footmarch) to record folk understanding of the local people on the issues of Water, Forest, Education and social justice.  The researchers informed other members of H.S.A. that folk understanding of ecology negates materialistic modern interpretation of nature.  Instead of taking nature as a commodity in market sense, they consider it as integral part of their lives.  It also was felt by the team that forests and the traditional crafts have a living relationship with one another.
	This was a good self-learning exercise that reinforced the H.S.A. team’s faith in the ecological worldview still being alive in Uttarakhand
	Honorarium, transcription and other expenses during Padyatra

	Meeting
	On 23 - 24 January, 2007 a t[image: image1.png]


wo day meeting on the issue of organic farming was held at Jaivik Krishi Kendra (organic farming centre) Gurudha Baanj in Almora district.  About 50 local farmers attended the meeting.  The participants expressed their concern over unwanted flow of pesticides from fields in upper region of hills where people use chemical pesticides, to the fields in the lower regions where no non-organic fertilizer/ pesticide is being used.  The participants felt that chemical fertilizers/ pesticides be banned in the whole region.
	It is hoped that this will contribute to survival of organic farming as traditionally practiced in the area
	Honorarium,Travel, Room rent, Phone, Food, computer hire expenses

	Meeting
	On 27 – 28 January, 2007 a meeting of Drafting Committee of Peoples’ Manifesto for Uttarakhand was organized in Anashakti Ashram, Almora. 25 Drafting Committee members including Radha Behen attended the meeting.  The participants decided that before bringing out the Peoples’ Manifesto, another public meeting should be called in the first week of February, 2007 and if any new points are suggested then they should also be incorporated in the Manifesto. During this time Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan convener attended a meeting to discuss the Peoples’ Manifesto with resource persons of SADED in Delhi.


	This exercise was undertaken in preparation for the forthcoming elections to the state legislature, to bring peoples issues to the foreground, especially from an ecological perspective.
	Travel, Phone, Food expenses

	Meeting
	On 7 February 2007, a one day meeting on issues of dignity and caste was co-organized by Samata Andolan other civil society groups in Dehradun.  About 60 community members and important dalit leaders of the region took part in the discussion. There were many emotional accounts of atrocities and discrimination faced by the Dalit Community.  It was felt by the participants that only continuous dialogue between Dalit and non-Dalit community could yield positive results.  The participants also urged the Samata Andolan to hold more of such meetings.    
	It was decided to carry on a continuing dialogue.  The birth and death anniversaries of Mahatma Gandhi and Bhimrao Ambedkar were to be definite dates for organising such events.
	Travel, Room rent, Phone, Food, Transcription, computer hire expenses

	Meeting
	On 14 February 2007 a public meeting on Peoples’ Manifesto for Uttrakhand was organized by Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan and other civil society organizations in Jageshwar, Almora.  The members of the Drafting Committee of the Manifesto and the local people. The speakers praised the Peoples’ Manifesto for it has not included the usual rhetorics but emphasized on the ecological issues of the region which directly affect the people of the region.
	This was followed up with publicising of the manifesto and using it for discussion, with candidates.
	Travel, Room rent, Phone, Food, Transcription expenses

	Meeting
	On 25 February 2007 a meeting entitled Traditional Knowledge and Artisan Communities was organized by Swaraj Kendra and Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan at Maram in Almora district. About 25 people participated in the meeting.  The speakers mainly from the artisan communities expressed their concern that due to market driven development, the artisan communities who carried on their crafts using the age old traditional knowledge are forced to leave their profession and migrate to the cities to become unskilled workers.  Also the government policy prohibiting the local villagers to use the forest produce which is used as raw material in the traditional crafts has worsened the situation.
	This marks the beginning of creating an understanding of the value of traditional artisans and the problems they face today.  HSA hopes to take up their issues with greater understanding and their involvement as well as    leadership.
	Travel, Room rent, Phone, Food, Transcription expenses

	Meeting
	On 11 March 2007 a meeting on the issue of proposed hydro power projects was organized by Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan and Uttarakhand Pani Panchayat at Gagrigole in Bageshwar district. The meeting was attended by 23 people.  It was felt that the proposed hydro power plants would not only affect the natural water sources but also would put extra burden on the fragility of ecology of the region. It was proposed that a memorandum be given to the government not to go ahead with the proposed hydro power plants.  
	This requires a larger public mobilisation.
	Travel, Room rent, Phone, computer hire expenses

	Meeting
	On 22 March 2007 a meeting entitled People Centric Politics was co-organized by Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan and SIDH in Mussourie. The participants observed that the present political parties are becoming insensitive to the genuine aspirations of the people.  During the coming elections in the state, the people should pressurize the political parties to include the ecological issues of the region in their manifestoes. The meeting was attended by 20 people.[image: image2.png]



	
	Travel, Room rent, Phone, computer hire expenses


Ecology, Dignity and the Marginalised Majorities

[Thematic Convenors: Subhash Lomte and Ritu Priya]
About 93% of our workforce in India is in the informal sector, working with no guarantee of adequate work or living wages, lack of social security, and sometimes desperation about the future. This section is scattered in the socially deprived communities like the dalits, adivasis and nomadic tribes. Even the cultivator peasants, who are part of the informal sector but were the mainstay of our economy till a few decades ago, are today being pushed to the margins. Many of these sections are being forced to migrate to the cities and become part of the urban poor. 

Non-violent Resistance of Informal Sector Workers
Along with the various organizations who are associated with SADED, we are working in several ways with these groups. We are working towards strengthening the organizations of rural workers, landless labourers, head loaders, domestic workers, construction workers, ragpickers etc. on their issues of livelihood and dignity, Right to Work, Right of living wages, Right to free education and health services, adequate potable water, housing and other basic necessities for everyone. For long we have been demanding  comprehensive legislations for agricultural as well as unorganized-unprotected manual workers. Attempts are on to bring various organizations together on one platform on agreed demands, to build pressure on the government to enact such comprehensive legislation. In this task we are facing hurdles of ideology based as well as personality cult based organizations. For the last decade, the formation is on of the National Campaign Committee for Rural Workers (NCCRW) to avoid multiplicity of organizational efforts, but the progress is very slow. However, there is no other way to go than this. Due to such efforts, the government has been forced to accept the need for a Comprehensive legisla tion for the Unorganised workers and appoint committees and commissions to introduce a bill in the upper house of Parliament for the social security of more than 400 million unorganized workers. 

At the same time, the central as well as state governments are fast moving ahead with the corporate agenda. Big industrial houses are being allotted thousands of acres of land for Special Economic Zones by displacing indigenous peoples. People are adopting forms of peaceful but determined opposition to such displacement and SEZs in toto. Governments are repressing all such movements with brutal force, but the process of non-violent resistance that we believe in is on. 

Ecological Degradation and Social Disruption

The changing patterns of agriculture under the influence of international corporates and markets are adding to the peasant's existing distress due to ecological degradation, escalating cost of inputs and uncertain returns, even while a small section of them gains in produce for some periods of time. The dependence-enhancing agricultural practices are gaining ground, and with them an indebtedness that is creating unprecedented distress, most visible in the form of farmer's suicides in several parts of the country, both those that have prospered on agriculture and those that remain backward. Loss of hope and dignity of human life are being viewed largely, as outcomes of economic distress and indebtedness. The ecological degradation is also being recognized, but as an independent phenomenon. We believe that the linking of issues of ecological degradation, social disruption and loss of hope by individuals is crucial to understanding the nature of the present predicament of all sections, but more so of those directly dependant on natural resources for their livelihood. These links therefore need to be deciphered and highlighted to bring them into public discourse. Issues of consumption patterns and aspirations can then be addressed more effectively for all sections. Issues from the perspective of dalit groups need special attention in that they are among the most affected, but harking back to traditional ecological worldviews and life patterns without questioning the social arrangements of which they were a part will be untenable. We have already undertaken a review of existing literature on farmer's suicides in India that will help us prepare for a more detailed and collective examination of the issues in the coming year. Small studies and dialogues with various sections and in different regions of India will help us consolidate this perspective and use it to highlight issues of the development model in public discourse. Simultaneously, it can be used to engage with peasant groups and on agricultural policies, to break the move towards dependency building forms.

Health Care Issues

Health care needs are becoming more and more difficult to meet, especially for the poorer sections. Expenditure on medical care has been documented as one of the factors precipitating the desperation and suicides of farmers and landless labourers.  The access to health services is therefore being taken up by the groups working with workers of the informal sector. 

On the other hand, there is also the issue of irrational medical practice and skewed public health priorities and policies. SADED is interacting with individuals, other organizations and networks on these issues at national and international levels to strengthen the People's Health Movement.

Communitising with the Urban Poor

Our efforts to create interactions with different sections of urban poor and the lower middle class in Delhi are multifaceted: involving school children in tree plantation and raising ecological awareness; involving ourselves in the work of Dil Se working for community-cum-government support to street children; and working with consumer organizations to develop citizen's checks on the market.  
SADED THEMATIC - Ecology, Dignity and Marginalised Majorities    

(ACTIVITIES LED by SUBHASH LOMTE CO-CONVENER OF THE THEMATIC)
	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities
	Expenditure

	Meeting
	On 1 January, 2007 a meeting of Domestic workers was held at Aurangabad in which about 450 domestic workers participated.  The speakers stressed on the need for a comprehensive legislation which would include employment guarantee, wages  revision and pensionary benefits to the domestic workers.
	Most of the domestic workers are women.  This and the other meetings reported below are to strengthen mobilisation of unorganised sector workers 
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 2 January, 2007 a meeting of Mathadi (Manual) workers was held in association with Progressive Parties Front against Special Economic Zones at Aurangabad.  About 450 Mathadi workers participated. The participants stressed the need for proper and comprehensive implementation of Mathadi act 
	
	Self-finance

	Conference
	On 3 January, 2007 a Women conference was organized in Aurangabad to commemorate birth anniversary of  Savitribai Phule,  About 250 women participated in the conference.  Issues relating to equal wages for equal work, sexual harassment at work place were discussed.  
	
	Self-finance

	Meeting/ Rally 
	On 4 January, 2007 a public meeting and demonstration of Mathadi workers was held at local Mandi (Agricultural Produce Market) to press the demands of the workers in APM for better working conditions and revision of wages.  About 200 workers and activists participate in the meeting.
	
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 5 January, 2007 a meeting to finalise action plan to oppose Special Economic Zones was held at Aurangabad.  The meeting was jointly convened by Various organizations like Anti Globalisation Front.  About 15 representatives of these organizations took part in the meeting.  The committee suggested that the villages whose land is planned to be acquired by the companies should be mobilized for a unified non-violent protest.  A press conference should also be called and memorandum be given to the state and central government authorities.  
	Urgent mobilisation was undertaken to pressurise the government to withdraw permission for Special Economic Zones that will destroy fertile agricultural land and an agrarian way of life. 
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 6 January, 2007 SADED thematic convener attended a preparatory meeting in Aurangabad to commemorate 2500 years of Buddhism.  It was argued that the conference should not just discuss the ritualistic dimension of Buddhism but see it as a movement which inspired the masses not to view life only from a materialistic perspective, rather be sensitive to the sufferings of the other.  About 25 representative of various organizations attended the meeting.

	Dalits of Maharashtra and other parts of the country as well, have converted to Buddhism in large number, hence the relevance of this issue in relation to social democracy
	Self-finance

	Press Conference
	On 8 January 2007 a public meeting was organized by Anti Globalisation Front of which SADED is one of the constituents to oppose the acquisition of Adgaon village land in the name of Special Economic Zone was organized in Aurangabad.  About 500 people of the village attended the meeting. A press conference was organized.  The Anti Globalisation Front Committee informed the press that if the government does not intervene for the just cause of the villagers then the Front will intensify its non-violent protest against unjust acquisition of agricultural land.  
	
	Self-finance



	Tour/ Rally
	A state wide tour starting from Thana district on 3 January and concluded at Nanded on 9 January 2007 to create awareness among the people against the Special Economic Zones.  The tour covered Thana, Parbhani, Raigadh and Pune.  The people were requested that in no circumstances the protesters should turn violent.  If that happens so, it would be crushed by the government which is in collusion with the business houses.  
	
	Self-finance

	Press Conference/ Public Meeting
	On 10 January, 2007 a press conference was organized in Chandrapur on the outcome of the state wide tour to oppose the Special Economic Zones.  A public meeting followed the press conference in which many important activists engaged in struggle against SEZ took part.  More than 1000 people were present in the meeting.  The activists shared their experiences with the people.  Speaking on the occasion, the SADED thematic convener, Mr. Lomte informed that wherever they toured, the rally was welcomed and supported.  The general mood of people was very much against the policies adopted by the government to favour the companies in grabbing the agricultural land. 
	
	Self-finance

	Demonstration/ Protest Rally
	On 11 January 2007 a demonstration was held in Aurangabad before the Aurangabad Police Commissioner’s office to protest against the inhuman police atrocities on hammals (manual workers/ porters) working in the local vegetable market.  100 porters participated in the protest. A memorandum was handed over to the Police Commissioner’s office in which action was demanded against the police officials who have been involved in the atrocities against the vegetable vendors and the porters.
	
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 14 January 2007 a meeting was organized by various organization including SADED in Aurangabad to commemorate Samata Diwas (Equality and Dignity Day).  On this day name of Marathwada University was changed to Dr. Ambedkar University. Speaking on the occasion, Subhash Lomte reminded the gathering that mere change of name is not sufficient for social equality.  We should imbibe the ideals of Babasaheb Ambedkar who fought throughout his life for the cause and did not compromise in the face of adversities.  About 1000 people attended the meeting.  
	
	Self-finance

	Demonstration/ Protest Rally
	On 16 January 2007 a district wide demonstration was held in Aurangabad by the Domestic Workers against corrupt practices of the Fair Price Shops (Government controlled shops) in the district.  The demonstrations and rallies continued for about 15 days until the District Collector intervened.  It was made mandatory for the shops to legibly write the correct prices and the quantity of goods available in the shops.  The campaign was extensively covered in the local newspapers and television channels. 
	
	Self-finance

	Conference
	On 20 - 21 January 2007 to commemorate 2500 years of Buddhism a two day conference was organized by various  civil society organizations in Aurangabad in which about 250 people participated.  Dr. Bhalchandra Mungekar, member Planning Commission, government of India, speaking on the occasion reminded the people as to how Buddhism had instilled a feeling of renaissance in various societies.  Buddhism in the present 21st century has become more of a ritualistic religion than a driving force for the struggles taking place all across the globe.  India, which is birth place of Buddha, should take lead in solving the problems faced by the humanity imbibing the ideals of Buddha and teachings of Buddhism.   the presence of Dr. Bhalchandra Mungekar.

	
	Self-finance

	Conference
	On 23 January, 2007 Subhash Lomte, convener SADED thematic attended a conference at Andoor in Osmanabad district which was organized by Health and Auto Learning Organisation.  SADED thematic convener speaking, as chief guest, reminded the people that there is only 1 medical doctor available for about 2000 people in India.  Also, the medical facilities for the urban poor and in the country side are non existent.  Due to uncaring attitude of the government, the Indian traditional systems of medicine are at decay.  The neo-rich could afford the costly medical care but the poor have no alternative.  He called for a nation wide movement for the revival of traditional medical system and urged the government to provide free medical care to the poor.  About 300 people attended the conference.
	
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 25 January 2007 meeting of Rural Workers Trust and Gandhi Workers Trust was organized in Puri, Orissa.  
	
	Self-finance

	Conference
	On 27 January 2007 a conference organized by Indira Gandhi  National Open University and Gandhi Institute in New Delhi on Hunger and Violence Free India.  SADED thematic convener, Subhash Lomte spoke that Hunger and Violence go parallel to each other.  Until we do not solve the problem of hunger it would be naïve to think of eradicating violence.  He said that it is a matter of grave concern that still after 60 years of independence there are hunger deaths in our country.  He warned that the policies that are being adopted by the government which are beneficial to the rich and are at the cost of the poor.   

	
	Self-finance

	Conference
	On 29 January 2007 a domestic workers conference was organized in Bhusaval. 150 people attended the conference.  The speakers felt that pensionary benefits be given to the domestic workers.  Mrs. Pratibha Shinde (Now President of India) also attended the meeting.  
	
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 31 January 2007 a meeting of rural workers was organized at Khultabad in Maharashtra.  About 100 people attended the meeting. The participants agreed that the rural workers should be given the same benefits as are being given to the organized workers.  Also, despite 100 days work guarantee legislation, it has till now remained only on papers.  

	
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 2 February, 2007 a meeting of workers of Siddhartha Garden hotel was organized in Aurangabad.  The displaced workers informed the meeting that they were asked to go on leave by the hotel management on the pretext of renovation of the hotel and later dismissed from work.  
	
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 4 February 2007 a meeting of ragpickers was organized by in Aurangabad. About 250 people attended the meeting. 
	
	Self-finance

	Demonstration/ Meeting
	On 6 February, 2007 a demonstration of Mathadi Women workers was held at Agricuture Produce Market in Aurangabad.  A meeting followed the demonstration.  The women workers demanded equal wages for equal work.  About 150 people including 120 women workers participated in the demonstration and the meeting. 
	
	Self-finance

	Demonstration/ Meeting
	On 9 February 2007, a demonstration of Ragpickers was organized in front of Municiple Commissioner’s office in Aurangabad.  The speakers, mainly ragpickers, said that despite they clean and live on the litters of the society without being burden on the government, they are harassed by the local police.  The ragpickers mainly are from Dalit community.  They raised the issue indiscrimination by the upper castes.  They demanded that they be registered with the local Municipality as self employed workers and issued BPL (Below Poverty Line) Ration cards so that they could buy some subsidized foodgrain from the government shops.    About 200 ragpickers and activists took part in the demonstration and meeting.  A memorandum was handed over to the Municipal Commissioner’s office.

	
	Self-finance

	Study camp
	A two day study camp organized by Anti Globalisation Front of which SADED is also one of the constituents, in Pune on 17 – 18 February, 2007 on Special Economic Zones. The study camp was attended by 50 activists.  Senior resource persons and specialists discussed the issue and explained the intricacies of SEZ to the parcipant activists.  They said that the government in collusion with business interests of the companies is withholding vital informations about  SEZ.  The Anti Globalisation Front activists should disseminate this information  to the masses who are deliberately mis-informed by the business companies and the government.  50 activists took part in the two day study camp.
	
	Self-finance

	Conference
	On 18 February 2007 a state level conference was organized by Backward Class Electricity Workers Federation in  Jalgaon district, Maharashtra.  SADED thematic convener Subhash Lomte and other activists who were invited in the conference to represent the unorganized sector and rural workers apprised the gathering of the issues  of  the unorganized and rural workers.  He said while the problems of organized workers can be addressed to by their respective federations and unions but the unorganized sector workers don’t have such platforms to raise their issues.  He requested the conference that organized sector workers should show their solidarity with workers of unorganized sector.  The conference was attended by 2500 – 3000 participants.
	
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	A one day meeting of Study Group on PESA (Panchayats Extension to Scheduled Areas) was organized by Ministry of Panchayat Raj in New Delhi on 21 February, 2007.  Subhash Lomte, SADED thematic convener who is a member of the Study Group on PESA pointed out during the meeting that despite PESA act being the most progressive law passed since Independence, which enables the Scheduled Areas gram sabha (village council) - to protect community resources, own minor forest produce, manage water bodies, give recommendations for mining leases, be consulted for land acquisition and have a decisive say in all development projects in the villages, however, gross violation of the act is being committed by the vested interests.  The study group also referred to the fact that government should learn from the traditional wisdom of village folks especially the tribals in the management of natural resources.  The forests and water bodies which do not have governmental management (read interference) are much more healthier than the areas that are under government control.  About 50 people attended the meeting including the top bureaucrats of the Panchayat Raj Ministry. 

	
	Self-finance

	Meeting/ Round-table
	On 27 February, 2007, SADED convener was invited by Citizens for Peace, Mumbai.  He shared his understanding of the fascist groups (R.S.S. etc) and its operations and how these forces fit into the growth pangs of Indian democracy.   About 10 people attended the round-table.
	
	Self finance

	Meeting
	On 1 March, 2007 a meeting with state Maharashtra state Mathadi Commissiner was held in Mumbai to resolve the long pending dispute of wage rise of the Manual Workers (Mathadi).  The Workers were demanding 40% rise in their wages whereas the Merchant Association was adamant only on 15% hike in wages.  A compromise formula was struck between the two parties for a 27% hike in wages from the retrospective effect.  About 20 representatives of Merchant Association and Mathadi Union including Subhash Lomte and the Mathadi Commissioner were present during the meeting. 
	
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 2 March 2007 a meeting was organized in New Delhi by  National Campaign Committee on Land (NCCL). All the core group members of NCCL including Subhash Lomte SADED thematic convener took part.  The core group discussed the upcoming event JANADESH (People’s verdict)  - on retrieving People’s Dignity through Land and Livelihood through non-violent struggle and civil disobedience in their communities at the local, national and international levels throughout the world in the coming few years. A mass rally from all over India will start a padyatra from Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh on 2 October, 2007 (birth day of Mahatma Gandhi) and will assemble  in New Delhi on 28 October, 2007.   

	
	Self-finance

	Rally/ Demonstration
	On 8 March 2007, a Rally and Demonstration by Domestic Workers was organized in and around Aurangabad district of Maharashtra.  The demonstration assembled before the District Collectors office and demanded a comprehensive legislation against any malpractices in the Public Distribution System of food items.  The speakers pointed out that blatant irregularities practices are carried out by the shop owners by selling the food items in the open market which are to be sold only to the poorer sections of the society on government subsidized rates.  These irregularities cannot take place without the connivance of local administration.  The Collectorate officials promised regular checking of the shops and strict action against the errant merchants.
	
	Self-finance

	Demonstration
	On 13 March 2007 a demonstration of domestic workers was held before the MHADA (Maharashtra Housing Development Authority) office in Aurangabad to provide low budget housing for domestic workers.  About 2500 women domestic workers took part in the demonstration. 
	
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 15 March 2007 a meeting was organized in Pune on issues of landless labourers and agriculture workers. The speakers expressed their concern over the condition of agriculture workers.  Due to burden of loans and loss of crops the farmers are being forced to sell their agricultural land and becoming landless labourers.  Issue of farmers’ suicide in Vidharba region was also raised.  The meager compensation cheques that were distributed to the farmers under special package announced by the Prime Minister had bounced due to non availability of funds in the bank.  It was decided that a committee comprising of the affected farmers meet the Prime Minister.  About 50 people were present in the meeting.
	
	Self-finance

	Conference
	On 18 March 2007, a national conference was organized in Sagbara district in Gujarat by Lok Sangharsha Morcha in association with various organizations including SADED.  The conference was attended by more than 5000 people. Various issues including WTO, SEZ and communal harmony.  

· The speakers raised the issue of SEZ in the state. The business corporations in collusion with local government authorities are grabbing agricultural land even without paying adequate compensation to the farmers.  The villagers are being given false promises of job opportunities.  
The import of ships for dismantling for scrap and consequent pollution caused by the activity is continuing despite clear-cut guidelines set by the central Ministry of Environment.
	
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 31 March, 2007 P.C. Tiwari attended a meeting of All India Media persons meet held in Bhubaneshwar, Orissa to discuss struggles against mining in the state and consequent forcible displacement of the local villagers.   
	
	Travel expenses


SADED THEMATIC - Ecology, Dignity and Marginalised Majorities

(ACTIVITIES LED BY DR. RITU PRIYA CO-CONVENER OF THE THEMATIC)
	Activities
List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Period

1 JANUARY – MARCH 2007 

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many   individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Reasons for possible differences from the initial project plan
Positive and negative aspects
	Participants

Beneficiaries or target groups to the project activities
	Expenditure

	Meetings

Research


	1. Participated in the WSF at Nairobi from 20 – 28 January, 2007.

Early part of Jan. spent in preparation by developing links with other health activists and groups who were attending. 

At Nairobi, furthered the themes of SADED through the following activities: 

· People’s Health Movement in WSF- Participated in its workshops spread over 3 days. Drafted with Dr. Sathyamala, a proposal on the Global Polio Eradication Initiative that was accepted by the Peoples Health Movement, PHM for inclusion in its future action.

· Facilitated the workshop on “Gandhi in Our Times - Views from Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe.  The main speakers were Madhu Kishwar (editor of Manushi) and Suresh Bhai (a senior Dalit leader in Uttarakhand). Ms. Ila Gandhi, granddaughter of Mahatma Gandhi who lives in South Africa, gave the closing comments. 

Supported CGP and VK in organizing their workshops— 

“Future of Green Socialisms Globally”
· Participated in the seminar on ‘Relevance of the Nordic Model of the Welfare State’ organized jointly by SONK and VK. 

· Supported with logistical management of the joint SADED/VK/CGP stall.

· Developed some contacts with groups working with street children in Africa.

· Attended the IC meeting to observe the processes of WSF decision making first hand. 

2. March ’07-- Worked out a study design focused on the ecological and social dimensions of the agrarian crisis through the farmer’s suicides. Presented it at the SADED co-ordination committee meeting and got inputs and approval from the other members. 


	Overall, good sharing of experiences and issues. The frustration was in terms of the large number of events which were of interest to SADED but could not be covered adequately.

However, it did give us a better idea of the movement groups, networks and issues related to ecological democracy. 

The response to these workshops reinforced the importance of the concept of ecological democracy, introduced the concept to many new people and will contribute to a move towards a Red- Green alliance for creating an alternative to the corporate globalization and TINA syndrome.

This is in accordance with the research component of the theme group action plan. It will be conducted in the coming months, to be completed well before Dec. 
	We were able to make links for the Indian health groups and networks that did not have any information about this dimension of the WSF or PHM.

The response was very good, with about 150 participants, who were from diverse backgrounds including the radical left streams, participating actively in a lively discussion on relevance of Gandhian methods in today’s world.

Publications and material prepared by SADED, CGP and their partners were disseminated.

Will be of help in sharing experiences with the Dil se group in Delhi.

Found it to be good learning on how to organize and facilitate democratic dialogue, consensus building and decision making across diverse ideological positions. 


	Travel, Accommodation, food expenses


SADED THEMATIC - Ecology, Dignity and Marginalised Majorities
(ACTIVITIES LED BY Shri Babulal Sharma)

	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities
	Expenditure

	Seminar
	5 – 8 January 2007 participated in a Regional Seminar to assess and promote ideas and practices of Nai Talim (New education) at Gujarat Vidya- peeth in Ahmedabad.  55 participants from western states of Gujarat, Maharashtra , Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi attended the Seminar.  Nai Talim is a concept evolved by Gandhi ji to counter the colonial system of education.
	Gandhian Education workers and Rural Development workers
	Other sources (Expenses were met  by the host, Gujarat Vidyapeeth.)

	Workshop 
	On 25 – 28 March 2007 a workshop was organized by  People's Institute of Development & training at Jagdishpur, Madhupur, Jharkhand to discuss the implementation of environmental education at school level.  25 participants from Bihar , Jharkhand, Bangal , Orissa attended the workshop. This workshop was organized as a follow up work of the national seminar on Nai Talim organized by Gandhi Peace Foundation in September 2005  
	
	Other sources

(Travel & other expenses were paid by PIDT and GPF)

	Meetings - Janadesh 2007- A process to highlight the plight of landless and tribal people for their land rights and right to livelihood


	Ekta Parishad Meetings , weekly and monthly meetings at Delhi in various localities to  push up the agenda. Approximately 30 meetings since Jan 2007. 

*(A NOTE ON JANADESH2007 IS ENCLOSED)


	10 to 15 representatives of various movements met at different meetings to plan mobilize the support for a mamooth foot march from Gwalior  to Delhi ( 400 kms) in which 25000 people are expected to participate. This march will start from 2nd October 2007 from Gwalior & will arrive Delhi on 28th October.
	Other sources

(Support was given by Ekta Parishad)

	Meetings  Janadesh 2007
	About 10 Area level and sectorial meetings of Janadesh 2007 were held in Delhi and on the route of Padyatra Footmarch from Jan- march 2007
	Came into contact with 200 active groups and about 150 community leaders en route and in Delhi
	Other sources

Support given by Ekta Parishd

	Advocacy Janadesh2007
	In this regard met various ministers, governor in Orissa and Chattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Delhi to push the agenda of the tribals and landless people.  Since February until April.
	Contacted about 15 national level political leaders and planners i.e. planning commission members on state and on  community level leaders more then 100 were contacted 
	Other sources

Support given by Ekta Parishad 

	Lecture Series
	On 30 January 2007 organised series of lectures at Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi. Among others Tushar Gandhi, grandson of Gandhiji spoke on " Understanding Non Violence" .200 preeminent citizen attended the function
	
	Other sources

Expenses met by Gandhi Peace Foundation

	MeetingsWSF Process Jan 2007  till August 
	Participation in various WSF meetings in India and abroad.  I have been associated with WSF India’s various committees  since last 4 years.  Also articipated  WSF ,Kenya as delegate of SADED.  Report is attached herewith 
	Came into close contact of 70 activists from Africa, Europe and Asia.  
	Travel , accommodation ,food expenses made by SADED

	Training Manual meetings 
	Active involvement with preparation of Training Manual of South Asia peace Alliance at Madurai  and New Delhi in the month of February 2007 and March 2007 
	In both the trainings 12 to 15 activists and resource persons participated. The theme of the training was non violent transformation of societies. Special input was given by Mr  Thaya of PCA, Sri Lanka , and Quakers Peace Social Witness, London
	Honorarium by SAPA

	Meeting/ Seminar
	Participated as a speaker in a meeting organized by Arya Bal Graha, Delhi in February 2007, to create awareness among children on ecological issues and sensitise them on Ecological Swaraj.  About 200 children participated in two different sessions.   
	Sensitisation of Children and youth on ecology is of utmost import.
	Other sources

(Arya Bal Graha, Delhi and Gandhi Peace Foundation)


*A Note on Janadesh 2007

Janadesh2007 is a process to highlight the plight of landless, Dalit & adivasi living in Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Orrisa. The process was to push forward the land reforms, so that the landless Tribal and Dalits be given land rights on the land which they till, by allotting it to them for their livelihood.  Janadesh2007 charter of demands includes the following:

1. To constitute a land authority to identify land to be distributed among landless 

2. To constitute fast track court to settle land disputes quickly.

3. To start a single window system to redress the grievances of landless people in order to sort out their land entitlement.

In 2001 a 195 kilometre long march was organized in Madhya Pradesh to identify problems of landless people.  Janadesh2007 is the continuation of this effort.  Janadesh2007 has been engaged in organizing orientation/ training camps, rallies and marches in different places to create awareness among the landless people. 

Ekta  Parishad decided to organize  Janadesh2007  from 2 - 29 October 2007 in which 25000 people land less adivasis and Dalits to march from Gwalior to Delhi - a distance of 370 km on foot and to draw the attention of government and to press for implementation of their demands in a non-violent and peaceful manner. In order to achieve this rallies, meetings, training camps and logistic meetings were held during the year. 

SADED is one of the many organizations supporting The Janadesh2007 campaigns while the main organization is Ekta Parishad.  SADED convener Shri Vijay Pratap and SADED thematic convener (Ecology, Dignity and Marginalised Majority) Shri. Subhash Lomte addressed  Chetawani (warning) rally in Delhi on 28-30 July 2007.  Earlier on 24 November 2006 Vijay Pratap was part of a delegation of Janadesh2007 process which met Prime Minister of India and apprised him of the plight of the landless people of the country.  Shri Babulal Sharma  was part of the organization and logistic team to this event. 

SADED THEMATIC - Ecology, Dignity and Marginalized MajoritiesACTIVITIES LED BY Dr. Raghuveer Singh Kapoor)

	Activities
List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity
Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities
	Expenditure


	Study circle meeting
	Study Circle meetings on each Sunday of January 2007 were organised by 'Consumer Association For Research and Education, Delhi' , CARE headed by Dr. Raghveer Singh Kapoor to educate and creating awareness among the local people especially in the slum clusters located at Narela, Bawana, Lampur village and Holambi Kalan in Delhi for their consumer rights so that they can play constructive role to avoid exploitations of the consumers in the society.
	Engagement with the Consumer movement will allow for interaction with the lower and middle class people, while dealing with their immediate problems and concerns, will also facilitate discussion on issues of the market and on consumption patterns.
	Self-finance

	Meetings
	Sundary Meetings in February 2007 were organized by CARE  at different locations in Hastsal Legislative Assembly, Delhi on Green Education to educate the local people regarding deficiency of services being provided by the nurseries so that they could purchase better quality of saplings, soil and other equipments for plantations.  
	
	Self-finance


	Meetings
	Meetings on each Sunday in the month of March at Jhilmill Colony, Karam Pura, Govindpuri and Lawrence Road, Delhi  were organised by CARE Delhi to make awareness among the people about Right to Information Act 2005 for rights of the people to access to the informations for the welfare of the people. Mainly labour community of different Unions/organisation participated in these meetings.


	
	Self-finance

	Meeting
	On 15 March 2007 a meeting to celebrate Consumer Day was organised at Vipin Garden, Delhi. It was a whole day celebration wherein activity report of 'Consumer Association For Research and Edcuation, Delhi' was placed and self appraisal of association was done. The meeting was attended by 50 people from all over Delhi.
	
	Self-finance


Intercontinental Dialogue

World Social Forum, Nairobi 2007- Reflections 

· Chris Mary Kurian

The World Social Forum at Nairobi was the first opportunity for me to see a world beyond India and the first to meet and experience the African people in their land. It was a very enriching experience to be part of that amazing diversity that for a while one just felt swept away by the energy and the currents there. The contradictions though were very sobering. 

The Experience:

As a person trained in public health one ends up going to presentations and meetings about health in most such events. This time I made a conscious decision to attend meetings and workshops on other issues of interest, namely food security, environment and water. The meetings were interesting and I was constantly enthused by the experience of listening to democratic struggles around these issues around the world. 

Despite many differences the processes and content of struggle sounded so similar. The Mexican and South African struggles against water privatization were inspiring and brought to mind the criticality of opposition in similar attempts of water privatization in Delhi. 

While traveling through the villages in MP and Orissa one is struck by the transformation of agriculture. The selling of agricultural land for non agricultural purposes, the waning viability of agriculture and the expropriation of thousands of small farmers are some of the prominent changes that one observes. Groups from Uganda, Liberia and Ethiopia shared experiences of their countries. The food culture in these countries has changed. Whereby they no longer eat millets which are considered unfashionable- this is part of the colonial legacy. The loss of diversity in foods and the perceived inferiority of indigenous foods are such familiar phenomenon. The capitalist interests of the West through food aid in these nations have created dependency and destroyed their agrarian economies. They no longer produce what they need but are producing for export. The loss of food sovereignty and millions of the poor at the mercy of agricultural corporations is a frightening thought. 

The Dag Hammarskjold Foundations on presentations on the latest ‘innovations’ in the realms of synthetic biology and nanotechnology sounded nothing short of ‘science fiction’. Their discussions presented an overwhelming picture of the corporations toying with the environment and nature violating the rights of human kind to a life of freedom, dignity and health. The presentations were powerful. They showed the importance of cutting edge research and its role in strengthening and stoking struggles for environment and health. 

Reflections:

The concept is very useful– activists, organisations, groups and concerned individuals to come together and share experiences in an open space especially considering the current context- marginalization of progressive and liberative forces and the fragmentation of our worlds. The WSF provides an opportunity to derive strength from numbers. Spending five days with thousands of people who share a commitment to democratizing society can help to restore one’s hope and faith in the value of struggles against imperialist and reactionary forces. Experience sharing of such battles across varied social contexts from all over the world is a source of inspiration.  

One of the important questions that I was forced to confront was about the possibility of pristine roads to struggle. It is easier to evade this when one is a student but when one is out in the world making choices of ‘career’ and the business of earning a living there are tough choices one has to face. The shrinking of space for alternative ways of living and a ‘career’ in ‘social work’, the process of NGO-isation of movements and struggles is contributing to the narrowing of the choices that we have in hand. The all pervasiveness of ‘tainted money’ is making the question of funding- its source and nature less and less prominent in the minds of many of our friends and colleagues while it gains criticality in the effectiveness of our struggles. We are constantly confronted with the dilemma of being ‘successful’ and choosing the ‘right road’. 

As all other social and political processes, the WSF was also not devoid of these contradictions. There were umpteen examples of the narrowing of choices and other such contradictions of our schizophrenic existence where we straddle myriad worlds at the same time. Whether it was the preposterous prices of food, or the high registration fees or the presence of private water companies selling water at unbelievable prices all while there were several workshops and seminars being organized against privatization of water, the exploitative and destructive role of agribusiness and several such meetings dealing with the critical issues at stake- health, food security, environment and violence. The issues of expenditure and the politics of resources for large events like the WSF intervene decisively in the decision making processes. Besides the matter of how events at such a scale can be organized within limited resources and in an increasingly inclusive fashion, the question that follows then is how do we evaluate the success of such an event? What are the trade-offs and what are the achievements?

For this I would like to understand more about the achievements people felt that were useful in terms of organizational gains, gains for struggles and individuals engaged in them.

WSF 2007 Nairobi reflections

· Lalit Batra

Participation in the World Social Forum 2007, held in Nairobi, Kenya was an interesting experience in terms of providing an insight into not only aspects of the global politics of resistance to what is commonly referred to as ‘globalisation’ but also the life as it unfolds on the streets and public spaces of a prominent African city. Here I restrict my observations only to the WSF.

One thing that struck me most while participating in many of the seminars, workshops and conferences in the WSF 2007 was that, with some exceptions, almost everybody was either engaged in recounting the horror stories of the impact of neo-liberal policies in different parts of the world or sharing their experiences of efforts to resist these policies or prescribing startegies/ visions to counter these policies. While there were many people who brilliantly unraveled the class, racial, caste, gender and environmental character of neo-liberal policies, there was hardly any analysis of continuities between embedded liberalism and neo-liberalism- both of which are but different moments in the history of capitalism. As such, there was hardly any discussion on capitalism as a mode of existence destructive for not just human beings but the planet itself. At a time, when capitalism has become so pervasive that it is almost invisible to naked eye, I see the absence of the term itself from the discourse of even resistance groups and movements as a victory of neo-liberalism in limiting and disciplining our capacity to imagine ‘another world’.

I sensed a great deal of euphoria amongst the movement-oriented participants in the Forum over the victory of many left wing governments in Latin America, especially that of Chavez in Venezuela. I participated in a couple of meetings organised by some of the left groups where the victory of the left in large parts of Latin America was routinely hailed as signaling the beginning of the end of the US empire. But again, sadly, there was very little attempt to discuss either the problems or challenges of these revolutions or the geo-politics of empire and resistance to it in other parts of the world. There are of course certain hotspots of anti-imperialist resistance, such as Iraq or Palestine, which were mentioned and to some extent discussed. But that also was more in the spirit of extending solidarity rather than treating them as struggles from which something can be learnt. So much so that Nepal, which witnessed a powerful resistance movement, led by radical left forces just a couple of weeks before the Forum, did not find any mention in these meetings. 

I also sensed that there was greater enthusiasm amongst participants for programmes organised on somewhat political themes. The meetings organized by Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam on ‘The Future of Socialism’ and ‘The Relevance of Gandhi in 21st Century’, for instance, were very well attended despite the fact that the organizers were not able to adequately spread the word around. Conversely, many NGO type, rights-based kind of meetings were poorly attended despite a lot of propaganda blitz in the form of posters, banners, leaflets etc. This indicates a certain fatigue with the NGO discourse at least within the WSF.

Another remarkable phenomenon, which I had some clue before the WSF but hadn’t really thought about much, is the absence of significant social movements in Africa. Africa, as represented in the WSF at least, was all about NGOs both secular as well as faith-based. The reach and penetration of international NGOs particularly seemed to me to be much more decisive in Africa than it is in India. 

I also attended a couple of meetings organized by African NGOs. The issues that dominated discussions in these meetings were AIDS, indebtedness and South Africa’s surrender to neo-liberal path of development. Refreshingly, a lot of African activists seemed to have a keen sense of their history in the sense that they tended to situate their present day battles against exploitation and oppression in the long trajectory to their anti-colonial struggle. 

Finally, in terms of the actual organization of the Forum I felt that the WSF Nairobi was logistically better planned than the WSF Mumbai. The very fact that it was organized in the precincts of a stadium which was neatly divided in blocks and sections and had adequate toilet facility meant that most of the meetings could begin on time or begin at all, unlike Mumbai where people spent half their time searching for venues of meetings and toilets. But somehow it also lacked, compared to Mumbai, the exuberance and energy that one has come to associate with the Forum. I am not sure whether it has more to do with Africa’s lack of large and colourful social movements that one finds in India or a certain waning of interest in the WSF process itself or some other factor; however, my limited and informal training in issues of spatial planning also tells me that this relative lack of energy that I felt and felt that others also felt had something to do with the logistical and spatial organization of the Forum also. 

WSF Nairobi

Thus Far but Any Further!
 

Sudhirendar Sharma

 

With some 30,000 people of different human shades in attendance, the seventh edition of the World Social Forum at the Moi International Sports Center on the outskirts of Nairobi may have taken a step closer to `making another world possible'! Much like the country's mega-bathing festival, the Kumbh, the social forum represents a week-long carnival of ear-splitting mikes, processions of protests and un-ending deliberations on contemporary issues aimed at challenging the capitalist, militarist and neo-liberal world order of the day. Conversing with the converted, the spontaneity of the process within the confines of the forum venue often creates an illusion that indeed another world is in the making. In reality, we may still be far from it! 

 

Rome wasn't built in a day anyway! However, hope is an eternal human belief reflected in abundance across colorful processions, cultural extravaganzas and concerted dialogues. Intense engagements and meaningful deliberations translate into strengthening existing networks and in initiating fresh alliances. With donors being present in sizeable strength, new windows of opportunities get created to sustain the discourse. Mostly repetitive but with fewer new events, social forum has been growing organically to re-articulate and re-phrase its arguments towards creating another world. With apologies to Einstein, social forum not only saps energy but recreates energy that takes it through to the next edition. Thus, the show goes on and on and.....!            [image: image3.png]



 

Difficult to keep pace with the sequence of parallel events at any given time, the World Social Forum at Nairobi radiated energy in several directions at the same time. However, the flip side of the story is that but for few events, like the Assembly of Social Movements, the forum represented myriad meetings that were seemingly an end in themselves. Expectedly, several events struggled to attract audiences.while still others were talking to their own captive audience. With the success of any event measured in the number of participants it could muster, the legitimacy of the issue was lost in playing the number game. Noam Chomsky had rightly commented: `everyone is led to think that what one knows represents an exception!'

 

World Social Forum has clear guiding principles to steer the movement - neither will it advise nor guide on the conduct of participating groups as long as the actions conform to the broader objective of `challenging the neo-liberal world order.' Say the Charter of Principles:.....open meeting place for reflective thinking, democratic debate of ideas, formulation of proposals, free exchange of experiences and inter-linking for effective action towards opposing neo-liberalism. Seemingly convenient, the collective conversations do fall short of creating a crescendo. Though in limited number, such concerns are beginning to get raised. Unless collective energies are given a direction the euphoria of social action may turn out to be a veritable fatigue, many contend!  

 

Onus is as much on participating groups as on the forum's international committee. IC is seized of the challenges and is contemplating announcing a `day of actions' to mark the simultaneous surge of events across the world such that between two fora the spirit of the World Social Forum is sustained. These are still early days before the veracity of this decision could be assessed. On the face of it, it may seem a reasonable expectation from the social forum process. Ironically, the IC is currently engaged in the organizational issues pertaining to sustaining country processes, as also the need to take the forum across continents. No wonder, knowledge building through innovative actions takes a back seat.   [image: image4.png]



 

Barring few exceptions, majority of parallel events/meetings/rallies seem rooted in methods that are less than potent in creating impact even amongst the protagonists. Sweeping opinion so it may seem but the contents, the arguments, and the approaches to raise issues reflect a sense of repetition. There is a glaring need for critical self-introspection amongst participating groups to not only make their presence relevant but to link their actions/events up to the core theme. To expect that the spontaneous enthusiasm at the forum will guide itself towards next level of engagement may seem fallacious, to say the least. Climate change and carbon trading sessions were clearly exceptional in this genre. However, exceptions don't always prove the rule!  

 

In many ways, World Social Forum focuses more on `quantity' than `quality'. Consequently, the spontaneous flow of enthusiasm and excitement creates a sense of `empowerment'. In reality, however, it represents a pathetic belief in the collective wisdom of individual ignorance. Quality does take a back seat in the game of numbers. After seven editions of the World Social Forum it is time that mechanisms and processes are developed at national levels to leverage the opportunity of collectiveness in bringing innovation and creativity in the forefront of the process. Not without reason has noted anthropologist Margaret Mead said: `never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.'  

  

Notes: Our participation as SADED members in the events organised by Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam (VK) and Citizens Global Platform (CGP) were useful both in terms of sharing experiences as well as learning from other speakers. The six events under reference were reasonably well attended and the deliberations enriching. From the context of SADED, window of opportunities have been opened for further engagement on the issue of carbon trade and energy justice with European groups like the Dag Hammarskjold Foundation and on the issue of water with the newly launched African Water Network, to which Sudhirendar Sharma and Narendra Bastar made useful contributions.      [image: image5.png]



 

      Personal Reflections on the World Social Forum 2007, Nairobi

- Priyadarshini Vijaisri

I underscore this as a personal account as I am a novice to this event and secondly am sure many others would have more critical reflections on the WSF event. So this report could be a note on my own perceptions, with lack of knowledge of the intellectual history and performance of the event. The WSF was a stimulating experience with the reverberating spirit of protest, solidarity and the quest for an alternative world encapsulated in the intoxicating slogan, “another world is possible’. As a stranger I looked on to this enchanting space the possibilities of critical intervention, evolving alternative strategies towards ushering meaningful changes in lives of the poor and downtrodden. I am grateful to SADED for providing me with this wonderful opportunity to experience the possibilities of global dialogue and solidarity something that is inspiring for armchair researchers like me. The opening ceremonies set the tenor of the event with a generous splash of music and dance signifying the “drum for protest, dance for confrontation and song for voicing protest”. The ceremonial openings solely presided by the African women, who quite charmingly made a strong statement, “look the world through the eyes of q woman”, set in a positive spirit that continued for the next couple of days dialogue and solidarity.

The long, seemingly unending pages off events, was very exciting though disappointment set in eventually with a lot of confusion on venues, cancellation of sessions, delay in reaching the venue and chaos on absence of organizers or speakers. I can recall one such incident that almost caught me unaware. To keep pace of the session, on the absence of speakers with a crowd waiting for them to arrive, I was called upon to speak on something I had arrived to hear, “faith and inter religious dialogue”. Of course the audience was polite enough to suffer and tolerate us, the main organizer who spoke most of the time almost rushed out before the session ended to meet another emergency leading to an unceremonial ending to an unfortunate event! With all such elements of uncertainty, amusement and not so pleasant surprises the sessions offered a lot of discussion on crucial problems faced by the groups of opposed and marginalized communities across the world. However with all the constraints what interested me were the debates on development verses emancipation and human rights. I was able to attend a few sessions related to these issues and found how significant were these to my own the larger movements in India today and my own research concern.

Of interest to me was a session on NGO’S and Neo Colonization in the ‘South,’ especially in Africa. Abdul Rahini and  Feroz Manzi almost captivated the audience by his blatant castigation of the northern NGOs and their work in the south. It was noted that there were about 10,000 NGOs in Africa in the spirit of ‘save the people’. The focus of the session was on the critical role of NGOs in the post colonial period and how it reinforced neocolonialism. Neocolonialism was defined as “a system whereby colonial power relations continue despite political independence”. Or could be loosely put as the superiority of the West, its political domination through economic and cultural imposition eventually by way of indirect control. Another issue was of developmental versus dependency syndrome a paradox in such newer forms of western intervention. A fundamental concern was the effects/implications of such neocolonial form of domination on the natives or newly emergent post colonial countries NGOs cited were Oxfam, Action Aid, Gay International, Novib.

Abdul Rahini – who had a long association with Maccom noted that ordinary people through taxes, donations, which largely had religious institutional links, supported NGOs based in Europe/West. These were ideologically driven by feelings of solidarity, a moral mandate to reach out to people in crisis, ravaged by poverty and disease. In his article, “agents of change or change of agents”, Abdul Rahini, expressed his concerns of the above-mentioned issue. Criticizing, acerbically the addiction’ to NGOs or the NGOs super dominance as an alternative to local intervention. He sarcastically noted that the reality in the contemporary African context revealed starkly that, “Misery of Africa” is their career. Heading to what can be state of affairs where such agencies become addicted to bad news from Africa. Collaborating with such dubious institutional structures were the media and the propaganda mechanism, which degrades the countries, with an imagery conflated with hopelessness and misery. Such medium was, argued, degrading as it simultaneously survived on invisibilization of its positive imaged.

What is significant is that the white man’s burden is guarded by or conscious policy of white dominance, or what can simply be noted as “white/westerners do all the talking” and also solely entitled to “Aid dispensation”. Consequently leading to a peculiar phenomenon which can be termed as Recolonisation’ whereby the dominant colonial powers exercise political, ideological and economic monopoly. This is exemplified in south countries/third world countries that are directed by IMF, World Bank, which literally controls budget and specifies what constitutes development by the state. The practices, policies, processes during colonial period continue to influence contemporary African countries. Thus blocking/impeding transformation an alternative to present Africa or ‘another world is possible’ only if based on pan africanism.

Firoz Manji a journalist and activist in Kenya was equally skeptical of the role of NGO’s.

He began poignantly calling the NGO’S the biggest fraud in town and against development. Its central tenet emancipation or development as problematic. The dichotomy between dialectics of development vis-à-vis emancipation as an agenda that concerns the contemporary processes in post colonial countries, which have not lead to structural and ideological transformation resulting in consolidation of in-egalitarean oppressive practices. The misleading/elusive developmental agenda of state meant repression of mass movements like trade unions, marginalization of freedom fighters and brake up of mass movements.

The ‘failure of the state to undertake issues of poverty when NGOs encouraged to take up’ service to the poor creates craze for availing funds in civil society. The lack of effective mechanism or accountability among NGOs facilitates international network to carry out imperialist agenda. The motto “Fight Poverty” is a mythic slogan as it does not provide a holistic approach to problems, or talk of forces that lead poverty. Abdul Rahim metaphorically noted that this whole new phenomenon illustrates “a partnership between the “cat and mouse”. Mental liberation is necessary for real emancipation. What is crucial is that it is only powerful mass movements that can provide an alternative to NGOisation. As  NGOs have professionalized protest. The dependence syndrome has politicized development. So also such projects have diverted struggles or defused struggles led by local initiatives. These debates on development versus dependency were dominance in the context of NGOs is integral to discourses and processes of development or transformation in contemporary Indian society. Debates like these enables us engage with the dilemmas of the modernizing agenda of the state, its ruptures with the cultures at the periphery and the precarious condition of the women affected by the process of state sponsored piecemeal reform.  These issues has been of great concern in my work on sacred prostitutes in rural south India and addressed in a paper written for the Conference organized by Rural Women Studies Workshop organized in Lancaster in 2006. Though the custom of outcaste sacred prostitution was abolished in 1980s in both the states an agenda of rehabilitation was charted in in 1990s.The rehabilitation program was not an encompassing program with a holistic agenda. It was applicable to select groups of women, reiterated to select regions for a limited period of time. The termination of such problems only resulted in large groups of helpless, vulnerable and insecure women. 

However the fundamental problem faced by the existing organizations is lack of adequate funding and concrete support from the outcaste communities and apathy of the dominant caste communities. The organizations are dependent on funding agencies from the west as government funding is proverbially inadequate and the several private agencies and corporate sectors approached showed no interest in the cause. (The Organization of exjogatis and basavis approached Ratna Tata Trust, Darabjee Tata Trust for funding and received no response.) Reports of MYRADA 2001 Thus the efforts of NGOs across the region have been able to sustain with the support of agencies from Europe like Cordaid, Christian Children Fund, Christian Aid and Novib. What is significant is that such apathy of the post colonial government and intervention of the erstwhile colonial powers invokes the moral superiority of the west and its continuing efforts to reach out to those who are ravaged by poverty, disease, illiteracy to enable them to counter ‘survival challenges’. This neocolonialism harks back to what the outcastes in certain regions lamented on the departure of the colonial power, “ Colonizers came late and left early” In post colonial India self rule often translates into the rule of dominant castes with its legacy of caste ideology often manifesting in its ugly forms in the rural areas. However what is of concern is that This dependence has not only made the community sub servant to an external funding agency but also lost independence in form of designing their own activities, program given the conformity of priorities of donor agencies. This has also diverted the National government of any duties towards the women.This has deranged the relationship between government welfare agencies and committees of  helpless women. Crucially one fundamental concern has been that also both levels; the state sponsored reform and (western) NGOs, has ideologically created a passive community, divested them of radical fervor, suppressed crucial issues exploitation, class/caste conflict, relations of power, sexual oppression and individual dignity. This has lead to deradicalisation of strong outcaste movements and community movements. Lack of adequate funding from court and addiction to external funding has resulted into a new politics of negotiation, submission and compromise. Such structural dependence has impeded the evolution of a mass struggle, a self-conscious radical movement of women who could have raised crucial issues of power, structural transformation and realization of goals of a democratic society. Thus grass root movements outcaste communities have been in a way defused of their radical potential, and their evolution within broader civil society as an effective voice for alternative world of dignity and empowerment. I did attend a few sessions organized by davit groups from across the country. The world social forum is a welcome opportunity for outcaste groups for establishing a global dialogue and deliberate on possibilities of networking with organizations in other parts of the world. This would help evolve a global vocabulary of dignity, justice agenda of human rights, and realization of goals of democracy. Thus, apart from forging links with external groups which act as pressure groups on the government, they also render a visibility of the issues in a proper perspective. The sessions/ meetings focused mainly on the alienation of Dalits from land, resources and decent work, opportunities for development, plight of Dalits in the rural areas. Also instances of dalit struggles for survival at various levels were discussed. The national Federation of Dalit Women   organized an impressive session with an African touch, a tinge of music and dance and sloganeering. The focus was on the plight of dalit women in the country, encapsulated in Ruth Manorama’s idea of ‘triple alienation” in terms of caste, class and gender oppression and discrimination. The pathetic condition of dalit women engaged in laborious and dehumanizing tasks in rural areas, like agricultural labour, manual scavenging. The dalit women, it was noted, have become vulnerable in cases of caste conflict. The most notable example can be the cases of dalit women who as victims of land conflict between caste and outcastes. They could also be branded as witches as a means for dispossessing them of land. It was also mentioned that through the NFDW originated on 11 August 1995 the groundwork for it had begun as late as 1987. The women’s movements apathy for the issue of caste and   lack of appreciation of active involvement of dalit women led to an exclusive outcaste women’s movement. Thus though NFDW reflects the lack of genuine concern of mainstream movement to outcaste communities, it could not be labeled as a separatist movement. It did recognize the inter contradictious in dalit communities in terms of gender oppression, the issue of outcaste patriarchy was regarded as something that was secondary contradiction and could be negotiated at different levels. Such tactics and ideological streaks can be linked to the larger anxiety of disunity and rejuvenating caste identities. However, what was of concern was the apparent disjuncture between scholarship and activism so effectively revealed in these sessions. This to an extent affected the quality of sessions, in comparison to others. The presentation of dalit experience in India thus lacked an ideological vigor; often lead to representatives of simplistic and uncritical versions of dalit question. In an intellectual arena, which has access to and influenced by sophisticated and complex discourses on outcaste, such representation only renders the greater possibilities of negotiations, dialogue and networking ineffective. Related as such global dialogue to the hopes and aspiration of dalit communities who are engaged in reclaiming their dignity and rights, the representation of dalit issues need to be strategically organized with a strong ideological base. This revealed a need for a genuine dialogue between scholarship and activism, i.e., intelligentsia the organization and masses. Such a ballistic collaboration would enable realization of goals of an ‘another world’ of justice and dignity. This will resuscitate the dalit voice, which at the moment suffers the loss on the dismemberment between the voice, idea and action. Another lacuna is the widening gap between caste and outcaste groups and the absence of an effective means of communication, which reflected also in the sessions in the WSF.

More so, dalit voice gains relevance in the event of disillusionment on the failure of international agencies to intervene and chart an effective logical action. So also the Dalits need to rejuvenate the mass struggles and extent a pressure on the government to be proactive and to realize its socialist welfare policies. However, even within these disturbing trends any possibility or opportunity for voicing dalit cause globally is welcome, as it will affect the lives of communities intimately. Moreover, as the WSF makes intra caste networking meaningful and provides larger platforms empowering them at an ideological level. WSF can be an inspiring, exhilarating experience for dalit groups, as their struggle seems to gain certain connectivity with other human right movements across the world.  Especially, when an international movement, organizationally is developing against multiple forms of discrimination and racism. 

Another interesting session was organized by CIVICUS ‘a world alliance for citizen participation in USA and South Africa’. It is an “international alliance aimed at nutrition, the foundation, growth and protest on of citizen action throughout the world, especially in areas where participatory democracy and citizen’s freedom of association are treated”. It is, ‘a leading venue for hundreds of civil society practioners, researchers and activists to assemble on an invaluable occasion to draw donors, government, business and media close together to make real changes to the lives of citizens world wide’. A session was organized by CIVICUS titled “A global charter on Civil society Rights – Is it possible?” It sought to explore the possibilities and relevance of developing an international legal instrumental/charter for the protection of civil society’s rights. It sought to deliberate on the feasibility of such charter at both global and national levels; secondly, what could be the substance/provisions that would make the charter unique in terms of ‘rights, duties and universal norms’. Thirdly, what kind of document should that be… a binding, a non-binding, national regional, global. The charter on civil society rights was an initiative that begun in 2004, which began ‘considering an international campaign which would clarify that rights protecting civil society and provide an opportunity for international civil society to advocate recognition of those rights”.  It meant not simply preparation of a document (national/regional and international protection) of rights to freedom of expression, assembly and association. Secondly it would lead to creation of ‘manual’ for advocacy of those rights by civil society organizations and most importantly to develop an international charter on civil society rights, for the protection and guarantee of such civil society rights. Though this looked quite creative in terms of evolving a legal instrumental for a global civil society however, concern was expressed about visualization of such goals in India. How would it be different from existing human rights commission in terms of substance and aims. The term civil society is quite elusive, at least in Indian context where caste and class differences have marred the possibilities of a uniform consensual civil society. Finally, the mechanism for regulation of such initiatives to translate them into reality. Such concern was also expressed in a session on Asian voices against racism – for the protection of the rights of minorities in Asia organized the IMADR (International movement against all forms of discrimination and racism and SAFHR ie., south Asian forum for human rights) where doubt was expressed as to how much could one depend on the civil society or NGOs for a radical transformation, or restructuring of society given the prejudices existing in the south Asian societies. So also a serious unhealthy development expressed on   NGOs being manned by self-preservative or professional NGOs with no specific programs or with specified targets. However, it was asked as to if there were any mechanisms of monitoring the performance of such network to ensure their accountability? This led to a provoked rebuttal by the speaker from Sri Lanka who angrily stated aloud that their work could not be measured as the implication of their activity may not be visible immediately but may change the lives of the generations to come. Thus, though the WSF proves a stimulating atmosphere to whip up the larger networks towards goals of solidarity and advocacy, yet it, may sadly loose its vigour if we devoid ourselves of the opportunity to engage in critical self-introspection.

WSF 2007 NAIROBI REFLECTIONS

--- Babulal Sharma

I am thankful to South Asian Dialogues on Ecological Democracy SADED and Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam for providing me the opportunity to attend 7th World Social Forum, held in Nairobi (Kenya) from 20 to 25 January 2007. This was my third experience in participating in the WSF process.

My first impression was that the venue was very much organized and there were all kinds of facilities except drinking water.  Life was costly specially food at the venue. Any way these were part of the life.

As far as programmes and events of the WSF Kenya, were inspiring. Variety of social issues and their complicacy have emerged during discussions. Women, Dalit (human dignity) Democratic space, Disarmament , climate change and HIV Aids were discussed and debated in many forums. I was inspired by the presentation of Nobel Lurcauls from USA, Iran and Africa (all women) speaking on the status of women in their societies and their concern over the deteriorating environmental conditions.

On the issue of global warning and dignity of work, VK has also organized a day long seminar in which all the distinguish speakers spoke at length on the subject. Sudhendu Sharma, Lalit and a few others raised many issues of life style and unmindful exploitation of natural resources.

A lot of concern was shown towards the water privatization. People are revolting against the IMF conditions of enhancing structural adjustment.

In another seminar on the challenges facing civil society it is said that it was not war or terror which puts a threats but biggest challenges are in greater legitimacy, transparency and accountability.

The presence of Europe and USA was much more compare to WSF Pakistan. Participation by many NGOs from African countries was encouraging but there was a unrest from the Nairobis’ local. It was highlighted that the entry fee for Nairobian was very high. There were protests and demonstrations against organizers.

Many people’s struggles and people’s alternatives were highlighted in various demonstrations and seminars.

It was an impressive event to highlight the plights of Palestine people which was organized by human rights groups. Mr.Ashish Kothari was the moderator.

In a trade union seminar it was felt that there is a need to find out a dialogue and action program on common problems and issues. In another seminar on Gandhi’s relevance today, Ms.Madhu Kishwar, presented Gandhi in an interesting way. First she recounted the failure of Gandhi and then she presented him in the correct perspective. She spoke at length and generated the great interest in his philosophy. Many westens were attracted towards her presentation. Suresh bhai also spoke about this work on gandhian lines. Mrs.Ila Gandhi made a concluding remarks.

On various forums the issue of dignity of labour and man kind were discussed – dealing the issues of livelihood, employment and equality.

To me WSF is a place to find out a space for various struggles and to form joint action and understanding. In this way a common future can be knitted.

I would like to suggest that as we oppose the privatization of water and other natural resources, WSF and other natural resources, WSF should not provide a space of marketing drinking water. The organizers should arrange adequately for free and safe drinking water.  
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