SADED Activity Report, October-December 2007

During this period SADED continued its dialogue, campaign and research activities.  Some achievements of the past efforts came in this period, such as the WSF process in Nepal. Increase in wages of mathadi workers in Maharashtra was an outcome of campaign of a large number of organizations with whom SADED has also been working. Major achievements were made in terms of enlarging the network for Ecological Swaraj. Process of induction of new members and organizations into SADED core and resource persons gained momentum. It was significantly, a period of self-reflection.  Streamlining the reporting process was attempted. A profile of the SADED core group and resource persons is being prepared, stock-taking of manuscripts, video/audio tapes, editing of Hindi transcripts of various meetings, planning and proposal writing for the  coming 3 years was prepared. The next period was seen as one of consolidation of past work and decentralizing it to toher parts of the country, of merging present thematics and opening out to new themes that would respond to the changing public debates. 

ECOLOGY, DIGNITY AND MARGINALISED MAJORITIES 

As part of several networks, we have been addressing the issues of Marginalised sections of society e.g. Mathadi workers, Domestic Workers, Unorganised Sector Workers and Ragpickers for a long time for proper implementation of the acts pertaining to this sector, for revision of wages, pensionary benefits and other problems faced by these workers. Subhash Lomte has led this work in SADED and is one of the leading persons in the larger networks as well. The sustained struggle was able to get some reprieve for the Mathadi workers in the form of a 27% hike in the wages which was overdue to them.

The interaction of different thematics was concretised in some activities, such as a three-day seminar on ‘Shilpkars of Uttarakhand’ organized under this thematic together with the H.S.A., and coordinated by the convenor of SADED. An action research commissioned by SADED on the phenomenon of farmer’s suicides is underway that brings this EDMM thematic and the water and agriculture thematic together.  

A series of meetings were organized at Mumbai from 17th-24th (coinciding with the partner’s meeting and Kari’s visit). They explored various dimensions of Ecological Swaraj. 

	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities.

Implications for the programme process.
	Expenditure

	Campaign
	Meetings/ conferences/ rallies/ protest marches were organized in different parts of Maharashtra on the issues of Mathadi (Head loaders) Workers’ Act during the reporting period 1 October to 31 December, 2007.  

We have been addressing the issue of Mathadi workers for a long time for proper implementation of the act, for revision of wages, pensionary benefits and other problems faced by these workers.  

The working life of mathadi workers is quite short for the work involves intense manual strength.  Generally, these workers are required load and unload 100 bags of agricultural produce weighing about 40 to 50 Kilograms of load i.e. on an average of 4 tons of load each day on their head and shoulders.  After about 5 – 10 years these workers no longer are strong enough to carry on due to weakness caused on account of the continuous strenuous work.

We have also been raising the question of proper medical care for them with the state government authorities.

Due to continuous intervention for increase in wages for these workers, this struggle was able to get some reprieve for the mathadi workers in the form 27% hike in the wages w.e.f. October 2007.  

Details of the eight meetings is as follows:

(7) Meetings were organized – at Sillod block on 1 October;  at Pithan on 2 October; at Latur Station on 3 October; at Vaijapr on 4 October; and at Aurangabad on 5 October. In each meetings 100 – 150 mathadi workers were present.  

These meetings culminated in a huge rally at Labour Commissioner’s Office at Aurangabad on 6 October.  The state authorities were handed over memorandum for proper implementation of the existing Mathadi Act, proper identification of people living below poverty line under BPL Act, Making of unorganized sector workers Act.  About 1500 mathadi workers attended the rally and demonstration.

(2) A regional level conference of Mathadi workers was organized at Aurangabad on 18 October, 2007.  Among the speakers were Dr. Baba Adhav, Pravin Wagh and Subhash Lomte. About 2000 mathadi workers participated in the conference.  Baba Adhav urged the workers to use non violent tools while pressing for their demand.  He said that we have vibrant examples of victories achieved through non violent means.  One such example is that of our countries independence from the colonial rule of Britishers.  

(3) On 1 November, 2007 a meeting was held with Deputy Labour Commissioner on the issue of rise in Mathadi workers’ wages.  He informed that our demand of wage hike has been accepted by the authorities and the Merchant Associations have agreed to hike the wages by 27% with retrospect effect from 1 October, 2007.  

We have been struggling on this issue for the last two years. 

(4) On 6 November, 2007 a State level Mathadi Workers’ meet was organized in Pune to discuss crucial issues like non imlpimentation of the Mathadi act, Liberelisation of Agriculture Produce Market Committee Act , Establishment of proper Mathadi Boards in state. The meet was attended by about 200 district repsentative. The meet was addressed by Dr Baba Adhav and Subhash Lomte.

(7) On 16 November, 2007 a meeting was called by Police Commissioner to discuss the law and order problems arising due to rallies and demonstrations against non implementation of Mathadi Act.  The police commissioner said that he supports the just demands of Mathadi workers for proper implementation of the Act, however, urged them to be peaceful and non violent while holding protest demonstration and rallies.

The representatives present during the meeting said that their demonstrations have never been violent.  The foremost principle that we adhere to is non-violence.

(6) On 20 November, 2007 an indefinite hunger stike was started by 100 representatives of Mathadi Workers’ Federation to press their demand for proper implementation of Mathadi Act and establishing proper Mathadi Boards throughout the state. On 22 November, the third day of indefinite hunger strike, the state Labour Minister called an emergency meeting of the striking activists and assured the federation to look into their grievances and demands.  He also promised to solve them within a month.  The Minister urged them to end their strike which was agreed by the representatives with the assurance of Minister to solve their problems in a month.  The hunger strike ended with taking lemon juice from the Minister.

(7) On 4 December, 2007 a meeting was held in Mumbai with state Labour Minister to work out the modalities to implement the Mathadi Act throughout the state.  About 40 representatives from different parts of the state were present during the meeting.                    
	Through these activities we are continuously sustaining our intervention in the un-organised workers’ sector.  Mathadis spread across Maharashtra and almost all over states of India, number in Millions.  Despite such large numbers they are one of the most marginalized and deprived groups in the country.  Our activities with them are not only helping them organize into pressure-cum-advocacy groups but also resulting in definite and overdue increase of wages  Over and above, the government and administration are beginning to take note of their strength.  This has resulted in negotiations between them.

Apart from above, our interventions on issues of formulation of Unorganized Workers Act, SEZs, peasantry and gricultural policies, non-violence as democratic process, domestic workers’ legislation, implementation of Mathadi Act and Boards, streamlining of Public Distribution Systems, global grains trade, and Janadesh2007 Rally and land reforms, development, displacement, migration and marginalisation amongst others.  As is evident from the preceding column, despite several handicaps many our such interventions have had definable implications and outputs.  This, in there, has helped in reinforcing a a howsoever intangible but people based healthy political process. 
	Self finance/ other sources

	Meeting/ Conference/ Satyagraha
	Meetings/ conferences/ and Satyagraha were organized in different parts of Maharashtra during the reporting period 1 October to 31 December, 2007 on the issues of domestic workers.

While the Mathadi workers are only male, the domestic workers are women.  

We have been raising the issues of  domestic workers ranging from struggle for making domestic workers’ legislation to the issue of their wages etc.

Following meetings/ Conference and Satyagraha were organized during the reporting period 1 October to 31 December, 2007:

(1) On 3 and 7 October, 2007 two meetings were organized in Aurangabad to press for the long pending demand of making Domestic Workers’ legislation.  The domestic workers pointed that without an Act their just demands are not even taken into account by the authorities. 

They also pointed out rampant corruption in the Public Distribution Systemfor  food gains and other provisions at government controlled rates for poor people in IndiaThe meeting was attended by 100 to 150 domestic workers.

(2) A campaign was launched in various districts of Maharashtra from 13 to 29 October 2007 as “Boycott/ Burn Red Wheat Campaign” imported from Australia.  Activists at many places in Maharashtra demonstrated non-eatability of this wheat by giving the wheat to cows, however, they also did not eat that wheat. The marginalized majority of the society consisting of Domestic workers, Mathadi Workers, Agricultural workers, Construction Workers, Rag pickers supported the campaign.  As a result of the campaign and pressure from other quarters on the government authorities, supply of red wheat was withdrawn from the PDS shops and other marketing outlets. Licenses of the errant shop owners were revoked who were still selling the Australian red wheat.                        

(3) On 24 October, 2007 about 1000 domestic workers staged Satyagraha in Mumbai while the State Cabinet Ministers meeting.  Later during the day, Chief Minister assured the satyagrahis that the government is seriously working to make domestic workers’ legislation soon.

(4) On 4 November, 2007 a demonstration of Domestic Workers was organized in Aurangabad in which about 500 Domestic workers took part. The demonstration was organized to demand Bonus once in year.

(5) On 17 November, 2007 District collector, Aurangabad called a meeting  of domestic workers.  The Deputy Commissioner took note of suggestions made by our delegation for proper implementation of  PDS.  He assured the delegation of domestic workers that strict action will be taken against the corrupt shop owners.  He also agreed to issue ration cards to those who were eligible and did not have the same before. 

(6)   On 18 November, 2007 a Rally and Demonstration was held in Nagpur by the domestic workers.  The rally was organized while the State legislative assembly was in session.  The domestic workers asserted that their struggle would continue until their demand for a comprehensive domestic workers’ legislation is met. They also reminded the Chief Minister of his promise of early legislation for domestic workers. They also demanded BPL ration cards for them and old age pensions to the elderly of 60 years and above. About 2000 domestic workers participated in the rally and was addressed by Dr Rupa kulkarni,Vilas Bhongade and Subhash Lomte. 

Later the Chief minister assured the delegation that legislation for domestic workers will be placed before the State Legislative Assembly in March 2008.

16th dec,at Aurangabad :A conference  of Domestic Workwes was organised at Aurangabad

	
	Self finance/ other sources

	
	On 10 October, 2007 a State level conference to scrap proposed Model Act which would be against the interests of farmers, agriculture workers and Mathadi workers.  The speakers at the conference said that the proposed act has provisions that would be used against the farmers and demanded that while enacting any act, the affected group should be consulted and their suggestions should be taken note of.  The conference was attended by about five thousand people including farmers and mathadi workers.
	.
	Self finance/ other sources

	
	On 25 October 2007 delegation of Mathadi workers, Rag pickers, Agriculture Workers and Construction workers met Chief Minister who gave patient hearing to the delegation.  He also promised that their genuine demands will be looked into.
	Coming together of  different informal sector workers is important to  take their struggles forward.
	Self finance/ other sources

	
	On 29 October 2007 Subash Lomte, Vijay Pratap and Babulal Sharma participated in the valedictory function of Janadesh 2007 Rally which culminated at Ramleela Maidan, New Delhi which had started from Gwalior on 2 October, 2007.  Considering the overwhelming support from various sections of Civil Society Organisations, activists and Media, the Central government promised to appoint a Commission on Land Reforms under the Chairmanship of Prime Minister. 
	
	Self finance/ other sources

	
	On 19 November, 2007 a Mashal; Rally (Torch Rally) was organised on Ghosikhurdh Dam site for proper rehabilitation/ compensation of the villagers who were compelled to evacuate their ancestral homes and land. There are 104 villages from Bhandara, 85 villages from Nagpur and 11 villages from Chandrapur affected by the submergence. About 1500 people participated in the rally.
	Violation of ecological democracy was most visible in this situation
	Self finance/ other sources

	Meeting
	On 10 October, 2007 a State level conference to scrap proposed Model Act which would be against the interests of farmers, agriculture workers and Mathadi workers.  The speakers at the conference said that the proposed act has provisions that would be used against the farmers and demanded that while enacting any act, the affected group should be consulted and their suggestions should be taken note of.  The conference was attended by about five thousand people including farmers and mathadi workers.
	
	Self finance/ other sources

	Meetings
	Attended three day meetings organized by SADED on 17 – 19 December 2007 in Mumbai. The meeting was attended by about 20 people. Organised a session on the informal sector workers issues.
	
	Local conveyance

	
	Participated in a two day meeting  on 22 - 23 December in Mumbai on Climate Justice  and  Ecological Democracy.  The meeting was  organised by SADED which was attended by about 40 participants which included senior activists, politicians and researchers and intellectuals.
	Helped in understanding links between ecological issues and those of rural and urban informal sector workers issues.
	Local conveyance

	
	Participated in India Social Science Academy conference on 27 - 30 December 2007 in Mumbai.   Apart from others Vijay Pratap from SADED and Marko Ulvila, Mira Kakkonen, Erkki Tolonen and Teivo Teivainen made presentation during the conference.
	
	Self finance/ other sources



 
SADED THEMATIC HIMALAYA SWARAJ ABHIYAN (H.S.A.) 

1 OCTOBER – 31 DECEMBER, 2007

During this period, as in the past, Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan has been active on many fronts e.g. Jeevan Shalas, raising social, ecological concerns of the Himalaya region from forums like WSF, interacting with academia, grass root organizations and other civil society organizations.  A considerable amount of energy and time was put into formulating future plans of H.S.A. This was also a period of self-reflection as well as self-education through participation in discussions outside Uttarakhand.

	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities.

Implications for the programme process.
	Expenditure

	Meeting
	On 12 October, 2007 a meeting was held at SADED office in New Delhi to discuss future plans of Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan and also a review of activities at different centers of H.S.A. was discussed. 

The H.S.A. team clarified points raised by Siemenpuu on the reporting of some of the meetings during the period September – December 2006.  

The core team of H.S.A.  consisting of Sandeep, Vijay, Shankar, Bhuwan Pathak, Gopal Ram, Sandeep Madmi, Basant Pandey apprised of their activities to SADED steering committee members Vijay Pratap, Rakesh Bhatt, Babulal Sharma, Prabodh Raj, Anil Thakur, Ritu Priya and Narendra Bastar.  
	This meeting helped apprise the SADED Steering Committee of the processes by HSA in the Himalayan region. It also helped in self-reflection and clarifying issues among H.S.A. members as well. In turn this helped in bringing into ambit of  the local realities and constraints into due larger processes – regional/ national/ global - pursued by SADED.
	

	Seminar
	A three day seminar was organised by SADED at CSDS, New Delhi on 23rd - 25th October 2007 on 'The Shilpakars (Artisens) of Uttarakhand; their Identity, Frustrations, Expectations and Hope. 

Sri Sandeep, Shankar, Vijay, Bhuwan Pathak, Gopal Ram and Sandeep Madmi made  presentations on the deteriorating situation of the artisans.  The traditional craftsmanship that existed for centuries is becoming non-existent due to capitalist globalisation. Shri Dhiru Bhai Sheth, Sh. Vijay Pratap, Ashok Bharti (NACDOR) Rakesh Bhatt, Dr. Anil Thakur, Prabodh Raj and many others participated in this three-day deliberations
	It was instrumental in helping the sustainable craft traditions of Himalayan region and how interventions of global capital and technology have impaired them. It also reinforced the tradition of sustainability and its local ethos and practices in the Himalayan artisan community. Without this the idea and practice of Swaraj remains inconclusive. Follow up with such participating artisan community is in the pipeline.
	Accommodation/ Travel/ local conveyance/ food charges

	Meeting
	A meeting was convened at SADED office to discuss the forthcoming Parliamentary elections in 2009.  The five-member team of HSA consisting of H.S.A. convener Bhuwan Pathak, Sandeep, Vijay, Shankar, Gopal attended the meeting.  SADED convener Vijay Pratap and others members of SADED discussed the issue at length. Role of HSA was discussed in this context and the H.S.A. team decided not to contest in these election and should concentrate on inclusion of  the Peoples’ Manifesto by the political parties in their political manifestoes and those candidates and political parties will be supported by the team who are anti communal and anti imperialists.
	This would help in due course in reinforcing local peoples’ polity along with the local values & notions of healthy governance. This meeting was only a culmination of the political activities and messages that HSA/SADED has been upholding for long.
	

	Meeting
	A one-day meeting was organized by H.S.A. at Kholsir, Bageshwar on 16 October, 2007.  The Lok Siksha Panchayat (Peoples’ Education Forum) of H.S.A. discussed on the possibilities to include 50 villages along Jaigan River in the activities of Himalaya Swaraj Kendra Kholsir Bageshwar.  35 local people from Kholsir and neighbouring villages took part in the discussions.  H.S.A. team was represented by Sandeep, Vijay, Shankar, Prakash, Deepa, Vinod, and Jagdish. 
	This event helped launch a fresh debate aimed at a concrete activity directly in the said 50 villages. People's Education Forum is a widely appreciated initiative in this part of the Himalayas. Amongst other things, it helped launch small and large village level discussions on swaraj, ecology, polity, sustainability & energy.
	Honorarium to 3 H.S.A. activists

	Training camp
	A one day leadership training camp was organised by H.S.A. Swaraj Kendra at Madam Village.  The older team members of H.S.A  Shankar, Vijay, Sandeep, Kamal, Nand Kishore, Suman Lata shared their experiences with the youths from nearby areas participating in the camp.  Sharing their experiences, the older team members said that leadership demands humility to include the sentiments of the local people especially the elderly.  Programmes should be implemented taking into account the local traditions and aspirations.  A successful leader is he/ she who does not impose her/ his ideas on the people rather implements the collective ideas of the people.  Kamal and Suman Lata jointly convened this training camp.  The camp was attended by 43 local youth of surrounding villages.
	Our continued work is in constant need of local youth leadership. This training camp helped bring in our grassroots process, new energies and new young men and women. 

This event helped in preparing the local youth to reinforce the peoples’ struggle and helped in restoring dignity & self esteem vis-à-vis local practices and traditions.
	Local donations

	Padyatra (Footmarch)
	A public contact yatra was conducted by Yuva Panchayat and Samta Andolan of H.S.A. at Almorah.  Shankar and Vijay started the yatra and initially held interactions with workers of various political parties to discuss the people's manifesto, prepared by SADED and HSA.  During the yatra dialogues were conducted  with 25 activists of different political parties to develop a deeper political understanding.
	This has been instrumental in helping extend HSA/SADED network in pursuit of our project objectives. Resultantly the people's Mandate is now beginning to find a greater relevance across the political spectrum. 


	

	Meeting
	All the fifteen member HSA team attended Lok Shiksha Panchayat (Peoples Education Forum) at Swaraj Kendra Bina on 13-14 November 2007 to find out various educational methods based on local surroundings and environment. The team members felt that the educational system, which is not compatible with the local tradition and participation, is bound to fail.  Teaching of traditional and locally suitable crafts should be an integral part of the education.  Education should not be regarded a tool only to earn livelihood.  The present day education system uproots the village youth from their culture and traditions and compels them to migrate to cities.  During the meeting, a 20 member cultural team of 'Thad Cultural Group' performed local dances and music.
	This event helped us not only to expand our network but also reinforce the Gandhian idea of Basic Education. It is expected to help HSA and may be others in vitalising Basic Education through our Jivan Shalas.
	

	Seminar
	A two member team of H.S.A. attended a three day seminar entitled “Conversation on bazaar : Imagining life after market fundamentalism” on 21-23 November, 2007 at CSDS Delhi organized by SADED. Ms. Rajni Bakshi from Mumbai initiated the discussion. Various social scientists like Prof. Ashish Nandy, Prof. D.L. Sheth, Prof. Yogendra Yadav, Avinash Jha and Devdutt expressed their views during the seminar.  Vijay Pratap, Rakesh Bhatt, Manoj Sinal, Vijay, Shankar and Asit  were also present during the seminar.  
	It helped in educating ourselves on the fundamentalism of Global market. This knowledge is planned to be disseminated at village levels in the project area.
	Travel/ Local conveyance/ food charges

	
	H.S.A. was represented by Sandeep in cultural festivals and seminars from 17 – 27 November 2007 at different places in Almorah, Bageshwar, Nainital, Champawat, Pithoragarh, Udham Singh Nagar on the issues of 'Gender Discrimination' and Land Rights of the people. 
	It gave an excellent opportunity to Sandeep to interact with more than 1000 people in the area and apprise them of H.S.A./ SADED activities.
	


SADED THEMATIC ADIVASI SURVIVAL GLOBALLY (A.S.G.) 

1 OCTOBER – 31 DECEMBER, 2007

During the project period October – December 2007, Adivasi Survival Globally thematic has been engaged in Hulgulan Yatra (Revolution March) in 7 districts of Jharkhand to create awareness among people especially among Adivasis to expose government’s anti people policies to displace Adivasis from their land in the name of development. This work is being undertaken by Judav and the Abhiyan network, with active participation of SADED. SADED and Judav have been jointly evolving their strategy for the struggle for Adivasi survival and empowerment within Jharkhand and rest of the country.

It has been our endeavour to create dialogue between various sections of society, especially farmers, adivasis, marginalized people so as to forge a unified alliance for their struggle against unjust policies of the government and business houses.

	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities.

Implications for the programme process.
	Expenditure

	Campaign
	For the protection of Adivasis' rights over land, water and forest, a long struggle by the people is going on since last decade in Jharkhand, Chhatisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and other parts of the country. 

People in these areas especially in Jharkhand are being displaced by the policies of neo-imperialism and capitalism. Women and children of this Adivasis are the worst sufferers.  Adivasis have been protesting these suppressive policies. 

In this backdrop of Adivasi struggles, a campaign known as Hoolgulan Yatra (Revolution March) was started from 15 September to 11 October 2007 to bring the issue of survival of adivasis.

In this backdrop of Hulgulan Yatra, foot marches were organised in 7 districts of Jharkhand from 1st October to 10th October 2007 to expose anti people policies of the government to displace adivasis from their land, affecting their livelihoods.  As a conspiracy against the people especially adivasis the government has signed Memoes of Understanding with big industrial houses for mining and industries. As a result of this the companies in collusion with government machinery are illegally grabbing the land where adivasis lived since ages and forcing them to vacate their surroundings as a result which the adivasis are forced to migrate to cities to earn their livelihood. 

 
	There was a lot of awareness and sensitivity for issues related to Land, Forest and Water and to protect these resources by showing a collective strength of the community.

The adivasi population of 7 districts has been the direct and indirect beneficiaries of Hulgulan. A word of mouth campaign has generated in the region, thereby strengthening the adivasis against forces that have historically & contemporarily arranged against them. 

The Padyatra (foot march) – a Gandhian way of mobilising people – has resulted in informal & unstructured loose federations of adivasis. With such developments the program activities have been strengthened at the village level. We are now planning to federate such loose peoples’ force into an internal but cohesive force.
	Monthly honorarium to one activist in Jharkhand

	
	
	
	

	
	As a culmination to the Hulgulan Yatra, a seminar entitled 'Save Land and Livelihood’ was organsied on 11 & 12th October at Bahu Bazaar Ranchi. Many intellectuals, social activists and radical politicians and thinkers participated in it. Social Activist Vijay Pratap of SADED and Anil Chowdhary of INSAF from Delhi addressed the seminar on the subject and suggested that struggle against these policies is the only alternative to protect the pride and honour of the community. Participants from Jharkhand, Chattisgarh and Uttarakhand took an active part in this seminar.  They said that similar conditions also existed in their states where adivasis and poor people are being displaced in the name of development.  They said that development should be all encompassing with its fruits reaching to all – rich or poor, but the present day conception of development is in reality destruction of environment and livelihood of the majority for the sake of luxury of a few. 

It was suggested during the seminar to identify some districts of Jharkhand like East and West of Singbhoom, Saraikela, Giridih, Dhanbad, Dumka, Sahebganj where the struggle should be made more sharp using only non-violent means. These are the districts which are considered a grazing ground for the companies who want to exploit the natural resources in this area. Let there will be a commitment to liberate these areas from the clutches of the multi national and big Indian companies.
	This seminar - like other such events we hold in the project area - has reinforced the sensitisation process. It has been our experience as also that of others that with respect to such sensitisation events our grassroots processes do not crystallise into tangible results. Participants from three different states added to the cause of adivasis in Jharkhand, especially the project area.
	Travel/ per diem

	Meeting
	Four meetings were held on the issues of the displacement and information regarding various governmental schemes and acts..

(i) Meeting in Baniadech CCL  on 30 October 2007.  

(ii) On 2nd November 2007 a meeting of the villages in Navdeeh, Jamna 
(iii) 5th November and 12 November 2007 in  Barakar River dam area

 Villagers who were displaced from these areas for coal mining took part in these meetings.  The displaced people spoke that this place which once belonged to their ancestors is now nothing but a place blackened with heaps of coal and holes in the heart of their motherland, which the government calls DEVELOPMENT.  

The people who are to be evacuated from the villages for construction of Dams expressed their fear and anguish over forcible evacuation from their villages without proper rehabilitation and compensation. 

 During the meeting  problems of non issuance of SC/ST (Scheduled Castes/ Scheduled Tribes) Certificates was raised. The meeting also raised the issue of atrocities on women and the problems of child labour and labour in the unorganised sector.

The meeting also  discussed incidents of land grabbing by the powerful communities from poor people.  The speakers informed the local people about Employment Guarantee Scheme and Right To Information Act and educated them as to how effective use of these acts can be made.

Large number of women protestors came to these meetings
	The issue of land grabbing by mafia and forest department is or critical significance for Adivasi livelihood & way of life. This event helped the people examine the ongoing malpractices on land, water and forest. This review helped them analyse the larger, often unstoppable, realities that control and impair their lives.


	

	
	On 20-21 November 2007 a state level meeting was held at Madhupur in which representatives from 24 districts from Jharkhand discussed the problems of displacement, NREGA, RTI and atrocities on women were discussed and decided to fight out the struggle in three different zones of the states.  The issues of tribal culture, identity and land rights will be central.
	This meeting was significant in view of the government’s subtle drive to denotify certain tribes. People’s solidarity on this issue was visible and significant. Women were more vocal about the atrocities against them. We plan to federate this with the Hulgulan formation.

With an assembly of 24 district representatives our activities vis-à-vis strengthening or Hulgulan process received a major boost.
	

	
	On 27th November a meeting of villages in Mohanpur area was organised on the question of environment issues and displacement due to rapid extension of industrialisation. The problems of industrial laborers were also discussed.
	
	

	
	On 8th December 2007 a meeting was held at Mohanpur to lodge a protest against forcible displacement of tribals.  The area has been earmarked for coal mining and the land is proposed to be handed over to a company by the government authorities.  
	
	

	
	On 14th December 2007 a similar meeting was held at Navdeeha High School premises to raise the issue of displacement and resultant exploitation of adivasis as their land is being grabbed by government authorities and is being handed over to multinational and private companies. 

The meeting also reviewed many government scheme and felt the locals were not getting any benefit, moreover they were forced to work as banded labourers. The meeting decided to  observe 23 December, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar's death anniversary as the day to  carry forward their struggle against land grabbers and displacement. 

The meeting also felt the need to make proper records of land grabbing incidents. 


	
	

	Demonstration
	A demonstration was organised on 20th December at Vengabad block Headquarters in which the problems out of BPL and NREGA schemes were highlighted and to put pressure to include the names of poor tribals in the lists of beneficiaries and to demand implementation of old age pension to the elderly people.
	People gathered in large numbers and resolved to come under one umbrella to carry out the struggle against land grabbing, inadequate implementation or NREGA and RTI.

This helped in extending benefits to the most marginalised amongst adivasis of the area: those below poverty line and elderly widows entitled to pensions from the government. 


	

	Meeting
	A meeting was organised on 23 December at Navadeeha to pay tributes to Ambedkar and raised their voices for  Dalit and Adivasis Rights.
	This helped bring the Adivasis and Dalits under one umbrella. 

A common agenda was drawn up for joint struggle by Adivasis & Dalits.


	

	Publication
	Preparation of manuscripts of books by BK RoyBurman and narendra Bastar.
	These are to be published in the coming months.
	

	Network
	The meetings in Mumbai organized by SADED from 17th-24th Dec.  deepened contacts with network on Adivasi issues working in Goa, MP.
	
	

	
	Discussions were held with Dr. Sabyasachi who has worked extensively on understanding Adivasi worldview on agriculture and knowledge.
	
	


SADED THEMATIC WATER & AGRICULTURE 

1 OCTOBER – 31 DECEMBER, 2007

During this reporting period, there have been various initiatives undertaken by SADED’s thematic to engage with activists and groups working on the issues of  Water and Agriculture.  Timbaktoo Initiative of Karnataka, Fisherfolk organizations in Kerala and Andhra Pradesh, Individuals engaged in experimental and organic farming in Andhra Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh are some of few organizations that SADED has planned to collaborate during 2008 – 2009.

SADED has also commissioned an action research study on Farmers’ suicides in India.  Research scholar Kamalini Mukhopadhyaya has undertaken to do the study.. 

(A preliminary review of available studies is attached herewith).   

	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities.

Implications for the programme process.
	Expenditure

	Conference
	A regional conference on ‘Bihar Floods and Fisherfolk’ was organized by SADED at Vidhyapati Bhawan, Patna in Bihar.  A three member team comprising of Akhtar Hussain, Vijay and Shankar participated in the meeting. Initiating the discussion,  Akhtar Hussain  said that a few years back floods in Bihar were considered a boon as it left fertile soil in the fields after the flood water receded back.  However, due to construction of high dams on the rivers, the fertile soil gets trapped in the dams as silt.  Also the embankments constructed along the banks of rivers plays a very destructive effect as the flood water gets trapped in the fields, leaving the fields uncultivable.  
	This meeting helped us see the interlink between now increasingly depleted water in the Himalayas – the source of major Indian rivers and flooded Bihar which is the recipients of all such rivers. Also, it helped establish that in either case it is the anti-people water policies of the government that has resulted in such unprecedented plights. HSA/ SADED's Peoples’ mandate was presented as a viable alternative.  
	Travel/ local conveyance/ per diem/ food charges

	Convention
	A farmers convention was also organised in Leda on 25th December in order to discuss land, forest and water rights and pledged to carry out their struggles to protect their rights from the exploitators. 

Plans for future work relating to problems faced by unorganised sector workers, child labour and atrocities on Dalits were discussed.

An exhibition of traditional handicrafts was also held where the farmers displayed their handicrafts and tools that their ancestors have been using and which they have preserved despite the onslaught of modernization.
	
	Self finance/ other sources

	Meeting
	Participated in state level consultation on the issue of privatization of water, organized by PRAYAS in Pune on 1 December 2007. About 60 delegates from various organisations were present during the consultation. It was unanimously resolved that water which is essential for every living organism including human beings should not be treated as a saleable commodity. It was decided to fight anti people and anti nature policies of the government by making it a peoples’ campaign.
	
	Self finance/ other sources

	Research
	Kamalini made a presentation to the SADED core group based on the review undertaken so far on the issue of farmer’s suicides in India. The economic dimensions are well worked out in most papers, but the ecological and social linkages are unclear and poorly studied. 


	A dialogue on the theme was therefore felt to be necessary and would be useful in defining and presenting the idea of Ecological Swaraj. It was decided to organize it sometime in April ‘08 in Maharashtra where the farmer’s suicides have been publically highlighted and research studies undertaken by several institutions, scholars and activists. This would be organized together with the National Campaign Committee for Rural Workers and local trade unions.
	Commissioned by SADED


 SADED THEMATIC INTER-CONTINENTAL DIALOGUES  

1 OCTOBER – 31 DECEMBER, 2007

	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities.
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	Meeting
	On 7 – 8 October 2007 an11 member SADED team participated in a two day WSF meeting at Bhopal.  Discussions and evaluation of WSF India process were held in which the SADED contingent played an active role and apprised the meeting of their efforts/ initiatives to take the message to the grassroots.  

‘WSF Call for Global Day of Action and Mobilisation’ on January 26 – 27, 2008 was discussed at length.  Bhuwan Pathak, Convener Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan suggested that we should observer the day as Minimum Energy Consumption Day, on individual and collective level, by using no electricity as token of solidarity with the marginalised majority communities who are the real wealth creator communities having the most energy conserving life styles.
	The rural communities at Village & Block levels brought into the ambit of WSF Process, thus linking localised realities to their larger global frameworks. It also helped in checking the WSF process against becoming too global for grassroot realities. 

Similarly, the Global Day (26-27 January) would help link the local energy constraints to the larger energy crisis. It also helped the local rural communities link up to due global crisis on energy. The 11-member SADED team helped generate a new awareness and debate on the local-global energy crisis.
	Travel/ local conveyance/ accommodation/ food charges

	Meeting
	Bhuwan Pathak was selected by the WSF India Working Committee to represent WSF India in WSF Asia meeting held in Bali from 8 – 13 December, 2008.  The host Indonesian Civil Society had also organised meetings that ran parallel to the UN Summit on Climate Change in Bali.

Apart from this, WSF members from Bangladesh, Srilanka, Nepal and India discussed possibility of holding WSF South Asia meeting in Nepal. 

Activities for WSF Global Day of Action were also discussed there.  Bhuwan’s suggestion not to use electricity on the Global Day of Action was accepted by the Asian partners. 
	
	Other sources

	Meeting
	A 6 member SADED team participated in Fifth Dalit Assembly on 9 – 10 December in Kathmandu.         
A six member group of SADED went to Kathmandu   to attend the 5th Dalit Parliament organized by Rastriya Dalit Network, Nepal.

The Assembly was inaugurated by Subash Chandra Nembang, Speaker of Nepali Parliament. Various Nepali and Indian dalit leaders & activists spoke on the issue.  The Nepali dalit leaders were of the view that there should be more consultations with the Indian counterparts that would strengthen the dalit movement in Nepal. Gopal from SADED kept his views on Dalit movement in India & it's impact on Nepal.

On 10th Dec, the leaders of Adivasi / Janjati Movement, Madheshi Movement, Women Movement and other social organizations discussed on the possibilities of co-operation &

co-ordination among them. 

The parliament was formally closed with the declaration of "Kathmandu-Ghosanapatra".

Conclusion:

· Nepali Dalits are still in need of a leader to forward their movement.

· The unity in sub divisions of Nepali Dalits is also compulsory.

· Nepal should take cue from India to provide Reservation to Dalits in the Nepali Constitution.


	
	Travel/ Local conveyance/ Food expenses/ per diem

	
	Convenor, SADED attended the Helsinki Process conference at Dar-e-salam, Tanzania where he had several discussions on redefining the development model and Ecological Swaraj. He got a good response from James Paul of Australia, Michelle Pressende of South Africa, Professor from Warwick,  two MPs and envirnommental activist Mr. Krishna Pahari from Nepal. A couple of civil society leaders from Tanzania and Kenya also responded to the idea of Ecological Swaraj.
	
	

	Conference
	In the Indian Social Science Academy Annual Conference on the Theme of ‘People’s Struggles and Movements’, SADED was co-organizer of two sessions on Climate Justice, another two on SEZs,  and one plenary on ‘Resurgence of Democracy’. It was a global panel where Marko Ulvila spoke on Gandhi and Environment meovements in the Nordic region, Teivo Teivanen spoke on the WSF process and the Resurgence of Democracy  in Latin America. Vijay Pratap was a discussant. The current President of ISSA, then President elect, SP Shukla, also important resource person for democracy and justice movements, chaired the session. Mira Kakonen, Erkki Tolonen, KP Sasi, Asha Kachru, Sebastian Rodrigues were among those actively who contributed in the debates.
	
	


ACTIVITIES OF PED PANCHAYAT  

1 OCTOBER – 31 DECEMBER, 2007

Activities led by Prabodh Raj Chandol

	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 

target groups to the 

project activities.

Implications for the programme process.
	Expenditure

	Meeting
	On 5-6th October, 2007 attended India Working Committee-WSF Meeting at Bhopal. held at Swaraj Bhawan, Bhopal alongwith other team members of SADED which included Vijay Pratap, Babulal Sharma, Hrishikant Mamgain, Bhuwan Pathak,Anil Thakur, Raghubir Singh Kapoor, Mehar Singh Dabas, Rajbir Pawar and activists colleagues of Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan.
	
	

	
	On 12 October 2007 attended a meeting to discuss organizational matters relating to Himalaya Swaraj Abhiyan at SADED office at Munirka, New Delhi.  All the core members of H.S.A and SADED attended the meeting.  
	
	

	
	From 16 to 20 October, 2007 assisted in work related to SADED audit report for period 16 June 2006 to 31 March 2007. 

On 20 October, 2007 SADED publication related issues were discussed at length.  Vijay Pratap, Subhash Lomte, Manohar Lal Saini, Rakesh Bhatt and others were present.  It was decided to call quotations for the print ready books produced by SADED.  
	
	

	
	Attended a meeting on 23 November, 2007 at CSDS organized by SADED on Market Fundamentalism.  The main speaker in three day meeting was Ms. Rajani Bakshi. 
	
	

	
	Attended SADED steering committee meeting on 25 November 2007 and 1 December, 2007 at SADED office, Munirka, New Delhi.  Marko Ulvila was also invited in 1 December steering committee meeting.
	
	

	
	Attended  SADED Steering Committee meeting on 8 December 2007 especially convened to discuss forthcoming Mumbai agendas/programs during Siemenpuu India partners’ meet.. Vijay Pratap, Rakesh Bhatt, Narender Bastar, Anil Thakur, Sandip Marmi, Shankar, Vijay Kumar, Ritu Priya, Paras Nath Choudhary, Sirpa Rovaniemi and Subhash Lomte were present. After the Steering Committee meet, Ms Kamalini presented her research paper on farmers’ suicide in Maharashtra.
	
	

	
	On 25 November, 2007 a meeting was jointly organized by Residents Welfare Association, Ped Panchayat and Sarvatra International Institute of Naturopathy & Allied Health Sciences and Psychiatric Department of RML Hospital, New Delhi on “Holistic Life Management Program” at Pratap, Enclave, Uttam Nagar,  New Delhi.

Main Topics discussed during the meeting were:

1.Physical Health, 2.Mental Health

3.Moral & Social Health

4.Spiritual Upliftment &

5.Environment Protection.  

The meeting was addressed by Dr. S.N. Pandey. The  members of local residents welfare association actively participated in the meeting. Among other speakers were Prabodh Raj Chandol, Convener-Ped Panchayat, Dr. Dwivedi, Dr. N.N.Mishra from Psychiatric Deptt of RML Hospital and Dr. Raghubir Singh Kapoor of Paryavarniya Swaraj. The meeting was well attended including 50 to 60 local residents. CD of this program is available.  
	This program was organized to educate people to maintain their health and environment.
	Self finance/

Public contribution

	
	On 29 December, 2007 a meeting was organized by SADED and Ped Panchayat at SADED office with representatives of Lokjeevan Vikas Bharti, Tehri Garhwal,  Jan Vikas Sansthan.  Detailed discussions were held with them on possibilities of joint activities in Garhwal region of Uttarakhand.  Tentative plans were drawn to hold meeting in that region jointly in April – May, 2008.  Possibities of joint study with SADED on danger to bio diversity in the region and the depleting sources of watere were also discussed during the meeting. Among others present were Babulal Sharma, Rakesh Bhatt, Prabodh Raj Chandol, Akhtar Hussain, Ved Uniyal and Shyam Bisht. 
	
	Self finance


ACTIVITIES GLOBAL GANDHI FORUM

 Oct. to Dec. 2007

Activities led by BY BABULAL SHARMA,

	Activities

List the activities from the original project plan. Please also highlight any new activities that might have not been included in the plan.
	Description of Activity

Describe the activities that have taken place so far, together with their possible impacts. For example, how many individuals attended trainings or meetings and what was their response etc.
	Participants

Beneficiaries or 
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Implications for the programme process.
	Expenditure

	
	Participated in WSF meetings held in Delhi from time to time.  WSF India Working Committee I attended India Social Forum working committee meeting held in Bhopal from 5th-7th October 2007 to discuss the program of Global Action Day to be observed on 26-27th January 2008. A possibility was also discussed that though International call was given for 26-27th January 2008, but keeping in view the importance of national day during 23rd-31st January 2008, this whole week could be observed as Global Active week. It was left to various organisations to make suitable programs to observe Global Action Day/week whatever is possible.
	
	

	
	I was grossly involved in Janadesh 2007 in the month of entire October 2007. This was the foot March by more than 25000 Adivasis and Landless people for 10 states to raise their voices for their rights on Land and Livelihood. The marchers marched on foot from Gwalior to Delhi, a distance of 380 km and performed nonviolent protest throughout their performances. It is to be noted that 7 people were died, 3 persons in a road accident and 4 persons died because of illness, but marchers did not loose their temperament and remained calm and peaceful. This march was so impressive that media also gave a due importance. SADED extended a full moral support and I was deputed to assist this process and I was the Chairman of mobilisation committee in Delhi for the Janadesh and devoted my most of the time to finalise the logistics and meeting arrangements. The March was arrived in Delhi on 28th October and a big rally was organised on 29th October 2007 at Ramlila Grounds
	
	

	
	In the second week of October 2007. I attended and participated actively with Sh. Vijay Pratap in a public hearing on the World Bank supported projects in India and their affects on the life of people as largely people are displaced due to various development projects supported by World Bank. It was a well-attended gathering from all over India and was organised by various NGOs and groups at JNU Campus. I met many people ld and new working in the field of tribals, landless, struggle for displaced communities and unorganised sectors.
	
	

	
	I also attended an International Seminar on 'Satyagraha' in New Delhi from November 13 to 15 at JNU. This seminar was inaugurated by HH Dalailama and was attended by several intellectuals from India, South Asia and a few from Africa and Europe. This seminar was extended to Bhitarwan (Chairman, Bihar) where Gandhiji set up a Satyagraha Ashram from 16th to 20th November 2007. I attached this seminar on both places and contributed my thoughts towards the subject matter of the seminar.
	
	

	
	I took an active part on behalf of SADED in organising on panel events to the International Conference on 'Federalism and People', organised by Govt. of India in New Delhi on 4th-7th November 2007. The panel events were organised at the lawns of Rajpath, New Delhi during these dates about 150 events were organised in which about 1,00,000 people participated. These events were seminars, display of handicrafts, music, theatre, performances by folk artists, exhibitions, street show etc. I organised 6 events on Land and Livelihood, Haq Haqumat and Hissedari (Rights, Authority and participation), Education, Child Rights, Dalit Dignity etc. I was associated with Women Coalition Trust on behalf of SADED, which was of the major partners of this event. SADED - spents nothing in this program.
	
	

	
	From 21 – 25 October, 2007, took part in two meetings organized by SADED at CSDS, New Delhi.

The theme of the first meeting on 21, 22 October was “Challenges before Shilpkars (artisans) in Uttarakhand”.  During this meeting it was an excellent opportunity for the academics, intellectuals to have interaction with the dalit activists from Uttarakhand. The activists felt that due to market centric capitalist policies of the government  the traditional craft has more or less become extinct resulting in unemployment among the Shilpkar communities who are migrating to cities in search of employment.  The globalisation has transformed a one time skilled worker into an unskilled labourer.  participated in two meetings organised by SADED on the situation of 'Shilpkars from Uttarakhand' on 23rd to 25th October 2007 at CSDS, Delhi and a seminar on 'Money and Market', by Ms. Rajni Bakshi from Mumbai on 21st to 23rd November 2007 alongwith other friends of SADED.
	
	

	
	Attended various meetings organised by SADED from 17th to 24th December 2007 at Mumbai on the theme of Ecological Swaraj with other SADED friends and 30 others from various walks of life.
	
	


SADED Coordination Activities

SADED Steering Committee Meetings

SADED Steering Committee meetings are normally held on saturdays.  However, if there are events planned or some special situation then consultations among the responsible organizers (which differ from event to event) are held more frequently.  On the operational issues each one of us has his/her own independence and is not expected to consult the steering committee. Actually, in Steering Committee we discuss how to integrate newer isxsues in our work and the current debates relating to Ecological Swaraj issues and individuals, networks and non-saded events which are of interest to us. We divide this kind of work among ourselves in the Steering Committee. Most of the core members of SADED are core members in many coalitional networks.  New initiatives  which SADED takes we try to take such initiatives in collaboration with other individuals/ networks. Before taking any formal initiative very long drawn, intensive interactions and discussions take place whether we have to commission some research or request new persons as resource members or honorary kind of coordinators or initiators of the new initiatives.  For example before Prof. Meher Engineer became part of our core of resource persons team we had long discussions, he observed our work.  With his help we have been educating ourselves on issues of climate change under his leadership for the last two years. Similar process is underway with other individuals which we shall report in the overview report.

Also SADED resource person Dr. Vijay Kumar, head of the department – Dept. of Gandhian Thought, Bhagalpur University, Bihar has been working on issues of floods, flood relief and right to information on voluntary basis.  He is also part of SADED initiated Global Gandhi Forum.  We will give an overview of his work also when in our overview report where we will discuss SADED associated individual related voluntary work in the shared space of Eco Swaraj movement.   
We realize that we are not able to recreate this whole process in all its details but we feel that we are very close to achieve an equilibirium when we will be able to do more writings and reporting and putting it up on the SADED website.  

SADED report coordination committee

A Coordination Committee consisting of Rakesh Bhatt, Babulal Sharma, Ritu Priya, Narendra Bastar, Prabodh Chandol and Anil Thakur was constituted to streamline report writing of SADED activities. 

Siemenpuu India Programme Partners and SADED Networks expansion  

The series of meetings organized at Mumbai from 17 – 24 December, 2007 (coinciding with the partner’s meeting and Kari’s visit) explored various dimensions of Ecological Swaraj.

One major outcome was that the efforts at expansion of SADED network in West and South India got commitments from several networks of Karnataka and Andhra, Goa and Maharashtra, as well as Madhya Pradesh for each of these respectively. From this viewpoint, participation of Shukla Sen, Sushovan Dhar, Anita Reddy, T.N.Prakash, Ravindra Singh Rathore, D.S. Chauhan, Kanupriya Singh, Ruchi Singh, Rama Shankar Singh, Hussain Dalvai, Kshama Dalvai, Sudha Reddy, Edwin, B.R. Patil (Karnataka), B.R. Patil (Delhi) were important breakthroughs in terms of  the Ecological Swaraj network. Several events were planned as follow-up in Goa, Mumbai, Gwalior, Rewa, Agra, Bangalore, and AP. Important youth leaders from Nepal also participated and that resulted in a breakthrough of sorts for the WSF process in Nepal. Our contacts with Ram Paltan Shah of the Madhesh region, Manoj Sinal and Krishna Pahadi were deepened as a result of the organising process of these events.

 Siemenpuu India Partners’ meeting

SADED participated in Siemenpuu  India Partners’ meetings held on 20 – 21 December, 2007 in Mumbai.  SADED was represented by Rakesh Bhatt, Hrishikant Mamgain and Bhuwan Pathak.  Gopal participated during the meeting as an observer.   

(Minutes of the meeting have been circulated to all Siemenpuu Partners by NAA Convener Mr. VS Roy David)..   

Ritu Priya’s visit to Finland

Ritu Priya visited Finland on 18 – 22 October 2008.  She attended India Group meeting at Tampere and explained the perspective of SADED, its mode of functioning and the rationale for these.  She also met the Siemenpuu staff and shared with them a final draft of the auditor’s report of SADED accounts (this was emailed to Siemenpuu Foundation earlier) and supporting documents like expenditure report by thematic heads, salary sheets, photocopies of bills and vounchers for their comments and suggestions.  Heikki Korhonen and Kari Bottas went through them and Heikki in principle approved the way in which accounts were being kept and the accounts report submitted.

She also explained SADED perspective at a meeting of some Siemenpuu staff, some India Group members and others.   We hope that this helped enhance understanding about SADED among all our Finnish colleagues. 

