SESSION III
CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPACT ON INDO-PAK RELATIONS
LALITA RAMDAS
To avert the environmental crisis, a completely new architecture of cooperation is needed in the India-Pakistan subcontinent. If the political leadership is unwilling it is the task of peoples’ group to ensure it because if it is given up then all the other agendas become meaningless. It is a false charge that environment activists neglect the ground realities of abject human conditions because ecology is not just about water, land and environment but also includes human beings. Climate sceptics belittle all scientific findings whereas scientific facts provided by the Inter Governmental Panel of Climate Change (IPCC) Report specifically refer to South Asia where water, eco systems, agriculture, forests, coastal areas, settlements, industry, fisheries and health are endangered components. All the major rivers in the India-Pakistan region are rain fed and monsoonal disturbances could wreck havoc with these countries. The shrinking of glaciers (from 5000 km to 100 km by 2035) at a catastrophic rate would be the major cause.

Hence India and Pakistan have an agenda cut out for them, that of exploring new field of cooperation. An endangered environment has provided new opportunities to the people of the subcontinent to come together and change their otherwise collectively doomed destiny due to climate change. Koran and Vedas all quote the eternality of rivers and highlight the essence of water in the human being. It is up to us to avert the imminent crisis that this precious commodity faces. This is to be achieved by collective effort by Pakistan and India where the new solutions found would add to the peace dividend.

ABID SULERI

Some of the dimensions of climate change are pressure on natural resources due to high population growth, disturbances in the Monsoonal cycle, sea water intrusion, glacial melting, floods and drought, interventionist trade- effects of dumping and the cascading effects like seasonal extremes, variations and rise in temperature.

The IPCC Report has highlighted the most important fact that human activities are responsible for climate change and hence focus should not only be on science but to move towards socio-economic issues as well. Natural calamities are unavoidable, however right policies (human activities) may stop natural calamities turning to human tragedies. Policy led vulnerabilities reduce our resilience to Climate Change. A case study depicting climate change is the Siachin Glaciers. It is planet’s second largest glacier apart from the polar caps and is also world’s highest battle ground (6000 m above sea level) where 30,000 troops are deployed. It is also going to be the world’s filthiest glacier. The Siachin is retreating at the rate of 110 meter per year. The extraordinary melting of Siachin and other major tributary glaciers is caused by human activities. It has not only led to formations of glacial lakes and snow hole, but is responsible for destructive snow avalanches on both side of Saltoro ridge. Indian Army base Camp-1 Near Nubra River, with functional airport, activities like dropping troops and melting ice by helicopters, cutting the ice at Kumar base, heavy traffic at Manali –Leh road; all have led to the deterioration of glacier’ ecology. On the Pakistani side the story is the same as glacial lakes have either contributed to flood, draught or totally disappeared.
South Asia is world’s poorest region being home to 40 % of the worlds poor. Over 600 million people are below the poverty line. It is world’s most illiterate region and is home to half of all illiterates in the world. Here, more children are out of school than the rest of the world, combined and two-thirds of these are female. It is the most militarized place on earth with two declared nuclear powers. These statistics reveal the failure of any welfare scheme that has been taken so far.
Pakistan bought three Agosta 90B submarines from France for $ 1 billion: for this amount (for one year) primary education for all 17 million children now not enrolled could be achieved; safe drinking water for 67 million people without clean water could be arranged; family planning services for 9 million couples could be achieved. Similarly, India bought modern jetfighters worth $ 4.5 Billion: for this amount, (for one year): primary education for all 45 million children now not enrolled could be achieved; safe drinking water for 226 million people without clean water could be provided and essential medicines for 135 million people with no health facilities could be arranged. Hence, priority setting through policy ensuring the interconnected concepts of individual, national, regional and global security is required. Climate Change issues are a security threat rather than merely an environmental concern. It can be competed through reducing the vulnerabilities of people. Hence, road map for peace should be a “no-regrets” approach including reduction in defence budget to spend more on welfare programmes, declaration of Siachin as a peace park and a joint monitoring of glacier; a focus on the poor (the most vulnerable, who have limited resources, and their assets and livelihoods are tied to climate-sensitive factors of production) and lastly, investment in knowledge.
VANDANA SHIVA  
Environment ministry has just announced that there is no retreat of Siachin. Hence there is a gross misrepresentation of facts due to vested interests and large manipulation of data is being done. There have been reports of hacking systems of IPCC to manipulate the reports as well. Knowledge monopoly is very dangerous so peoples’ organisations have to come forward for participatory research. There have been facts that have escaped the attention of the people totally, like the disappearance of an entire village in Himalayan region due to flood. The anomaly of flood and draught occurring simultaneously has left people puzzled. The true facts need to be presented through scientific explorations and research. The report ‘Climate Change of the Third Pole’ is a step in that direction. State research cannot be transparent because it reflects security calculus as well. A startling fact is that 70% of the Himalayan streams have disappeared and hence planning for mitigation and adaptation is required. People at ground level have started doing that. Military conflicts need to be sidestepped since one of the future agendas of conflict would be water.

To mitigate this crisis, practices triggering environmental degradation need to be shunned. One of these is monoculture package of chemical agriculture. Basmati bio-piracy and other such issues need to be checked. Seed-sharing across the borders could be one of the joint ventures. People have to make an effort to reclaim knowledge for the cause of peace. If climate change is a force that breaks globalisation then a bio region should be evolved to work upon peoples’ trade, community’s trade and commerce. The best way to utilise the opportunity provided by climate change (of that of bringing people together in India-Pakistan region) is to shift identity politics to bio regional politics.

FAROOQ TARIQ

Water is a common issue. It is not an individual cause. Governments after governments in Pakistan and India have failed to provide basic civic facilities to people like education, industrial opportunity and infrastructure among others. To hide that, the leaders harp on issues of ecology. But their concerns are short term. The Indus Water Treaty which has been faulty since the beginning is one such example. Since the water resources are depleting, the injustices of that water treaty manifest themselves with renewed galore. The dictatorial leadership of Pakistan did not pay heed to the unjust nature of this treaty then being devised. Now the scarcity of water may even propel the two countries towards war if the crisis is not averted. Need of the hour is to negotiate the injustices in the treaty so that the solution is acceptable to both the sides. For this independent water policies need to be evolved instead of just the ones that International Monetary Fund and the World Bank dictate. Water infrastructure that is very poor needs to be developed in both the countries. All these provide excellent opportunities of cooperation, only a broader perspective is required. New ideas, new cultures of cooperation and new perspectives are the key to this.

AMB. CHANDRASHEKHAR DASGUPTA

The Twenty First century has been a paradigm shift in the sense that abject poverty has been reducing. By the end of this century, in Asia also mass poverty would have reduced albeit individual poverty may still be manifest. The positive outcome is possible only when there is a collective human endeavour to surmount the menace of climate change and global warming. It needs cooperation since climate change recognises no international boundaries. It is an issue confronting the whole humanity. India and Pakistan can join hands due to these factors. The signs of climate change include increase in temperature, irregularities in Monsoon, melting of glaciers etc.
The areas needing cooperation are joint studies (precisely sub-regional in nature) on the impact of climate change, joint ventures in glaciology, data sharing because contested information is available all around, climatology itself with special emphasis on climate change, shared adaptation and mitigation mechanism to reduce Green House Gases’ emission. One needs to learn from experiences of sea level rise, extreme weather conditions, water scarcity in many areas like Ran of Kachch etc. The national interests of both India and Pakistan are identical on the issue of climate change hence cooperation in international negotiations is easy. The objective of India-Pakistan peace initiative is laudable but both peace and cooperation are required, just peace is not enough.
COMMENTS

· Revival of water bodies through conservation, uplifting of water aquifers and watershed management.

· Rainwater harvesting, ground water replenishment, planting trees and such other activities should be encouraged by the governments by giving incentives.

· Injustices of Indus Water Treaty need to be looked into and the matter needs to be resettled.

· Traffic along Karakoram highway should be controlled as it is affecting the ecology of the area.

· Indus Water Treaty is a sub-optimal treaty and Indus Water Treaty II is required. This would encourage the two countries to explore new vistas of cooperation and help them move towards ‘shared sovereignty’ as the new framework of peace and cooperation.
· The issue of awareness of farmers about the genetically engineered crops is significant.

· The attitude of European Union (EU) towards accepting India-Pakistan Peace initiatives and their shared agenda on climate change.

RESPONSES

· Revision of water treaty needed not because India has violated any terms but because the base line figure needs revision due to global warming and also bad policy practices.

· The farmers are aware to the level the information reaches them. In this regard, it is the state+ corporation versus the people and hence civil society initiatives need to work towards the proliferation of information about genetically engineered crops and their dangers.

· There is a disconnect between human welfare and the development goals. Development needs should be shaped around gross human welfare as has been done by countries like Bhutan.
· Organic farming should be popularised.

· The EU is extremely supportive of peace between India-Pakistan and not so much of their shared agenda on climate.
· Information sharing is important to negotiate the Indus water Treaty.

· Capitalism is incompatible with ecological sustainability.

· Renewable resources need to be explored and there is a need to device the ‘vulnerability’ index.

· All-round cooperation by various agencies such as people, security establishments and the governments is required.

SESSION IV

TRADE AS AN INSTRUMENT OF PEACE

MUCHKUND DUBEY
Trade has multiple positive effects as it helps in process of development, leads to restructuring of economy in ideal manner by phasing out incompetent industries and evolving optimal structures. It also becomes an instrument of peace between people. The present situation of trade between India and Pakistan is optimistic even though the two countries do not trade much (they trade far below their capabilities). The trade between the two has been increasing constantly but the problems persist due to many reasons. India maintains a high tariff than Pakistan, within the framework of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) this needs to be negotiated. There are fears that if Pakistan opens itself to Indian goods, it will be swamped and there may even be decentralisation. But these are baseless fears as it is the developed countries that have done more harm to the markets of developing countries like Pakistan and India.
As far as the disappearance of certain industries is considered, some of the incompetent ones can be sacrificed as it is the ‘rule of survival’ of the competent ones. Restoration of normal relations between the two countries is the first prerequisite to burgeoning trade and regional integration in South Asia because it helps in strategic negotiation with other countries and opens access to vast markets. The MFN principle should be restored. Even in static framework if trade is continued, by 2020 it will be close to $20 billion. If it is dynamic then sky would be the limit.
RAVI WIG
It is true that earlier there was less trade and now there is more because liberalisation has opened borders on both the sides. It is ironical that the two countries looked outside but not towards each other. Because of the continuing animosity between the two, there have been distortions in the framework of MFN scheme. An example of this is the dual policies of Pakistan, one for India and the other for the rest of the world. Trade will happen only when both sides cooperate equally. The government should investigate and help the business chambers in India to identify the items that could be exported from Pakistan. Trade Expos and Trade Fairs should be held across cities in both India and Pakistan. The Wagah border needs to be opened to reduces distances and enhance cost effectiveness. Construction projects can be taken up jointly as the two countries have complementary advantages in this area. Transit facilities, technology transfers, banking facilities, product standardisation and business visa facilities are the other areas that can be jointly explored by the two countries. Lastly, trade is a temporary love affair whereas joint venture is a marriage that brings stability between the two partners. What India and Pakistan need is a marriage alliance to foment long lasting stability.
S. AKBAR ZAIDI
History tells that trade is not necessarily an instrument of peace in the context of India-Pakistan relations. Trade and peace may co-exist and if peace is there then trade will be there but vice versa does not hold true. Trade has always been continuous between India and Pakistan except between 1965-72 but peace has been elusive. India has also emerged as the fourth largest trading partner of Pakistan despite the two having a history of many wars and severe visa problems. One needs to keep the idea of peace separate from trade. Owing to changes in regimes on both the sides, encouragement to trade has been lacking, yet in times of scarcity of any essential commodity, the two turn to each other readily. The nature of trade therefore, is strange and defies the logic of standard international theories.
Trade between the two countries benefits Pakistan more since India is larger in terms of export and import capacity. There have been a number of studies in Pakistan underlining this fact. Pakistan imports large volume of raw material from India. Although it could trade with other countries to fulfil this demand, the cost effective analysis favours trade with India.  Hence there is a huge lobby in Pakistan that champions the cause of Pakistan-India trade. There is a need to understand that Pakistan is more dependent on India. Though the peace process does not entirely depend on trade, the latter may facilitate it. For this, keeping in mind the difference between the capabilities of the two countries, India should open its borders for Pakistan unilaterally. Pakistan may not be able to reciprocate at the moment because of ‘swamping fears’ (which is unlikely to happen as China has already swamped the Pakistani markets), nevertheless this would help the cause of peace.

COMMENTS
· Economic cooperation will be most important peace building measure as it helps in stake creation.

· Introduction of gender dimension while analysing trade and its various components is very important. Only then a South Asian trading community can be visualised as women are the prominent workers in this region.

· The possibility of South Asian Free Trade Area needs to be explored even if peace and trade are two separate agendas.

· Vested interests behind the continued impasse over the opening of Wagah border. 

· Visa facilitation process to be initiated by Indian for visiting Pakistani physiologists, educationists, lawyers, agriculturalists, traders and others.

· India- Pakistan trade should be analysed within the framework of Strength-Weakness-Opportunity-Threats (SWOT) analysis where strength and opportunity should be focused upon. The targets should be to move towards the new Letters of Credit rather than the old Line of Control.

RESPONSES
· Security obsessed nations need no other vested interests to hinder the peace process; the perceived threat is more than sufficient.

· Normalisation of economic and political relations is the bed rock of any peace agreement.

· Worldwide there has been a shift in the economic balance and the locus has shifted to Asia. There will be a time when India-Pakistan economic relations will be at par with the India-US economic relations.

· Peace is the most significant issue. On its own trade is gathering momentum, it will get augmented by peace and not vice versa.

·  Regimes and vested interests hamper the both trade and peace dialogues.

· Time has come to do away with the negative list of items referring to the list of tradable items between India and Pakistan.

· Trade will grow no matter what happens on the political front, there is a need to look beyond trade and invite investment and facilitate other forms of cooperation.  
