THE INAUGURAL SESSION
KULDIP NAYAR
The partition of India is not something that can be analysed or discussed since it invokes memories that are mostly painful and the same can be said about India-Pakistan relations. The course of India Pak relations has never run smooth. Kashmir has been the biggest thorn in the flesh of 
Indo-Pak relations and the narrow vision of political leaders and bureaucrats on both sides seeking immediate political gains has only widened it. Following the ‘keep- them-divided’ foreign powers have only contributed in keeping the two countries preserving their spheres of influence and ‘areas of interest’ maintaining the so called ‘balance of power’ in the region. Lack of leaders of stature like Jinnah, Gandhi and Nehru has also contributed to worsening of the relations. If Gandhi and Jinnah had been alive the relations might have been better. But the problems run deeper than just Kashmir as Nehru pointed out that ‘Kashmir is only a symptom of a disease and the disease is the hatred of India’. Conference like this will strengthen bonds between the people away from the battle fields of politics, terrorism and fundamentalism. The subcontinent can carve out its own destiny if the foreign powers let it do so and the two nations are allowed to look within, not without. Normalisation is the most important factor in this relation. It may even help the cause of democracy in Pakistan and also strengthen India’s secularism because anti-Pakistan feelings turn into anti-Muslim feelings if one keeps harping on the partition sentiments.
Kashmir is not an unsolvable problem. It needs mutual cooperation, understanding and accommodation. Trade and commerce, communication and transport and people -to -people contact are required to mitigate the mistrust. Terrorism should be handled jointly and there is no option but to abandon war or such thinking since there is no alternative to peace.

SESSION I: A ROADMAP TOWARDS PEACE

ADMIRAL L RAMDAS

Previously, there have been many such events and now we stand in a position to question this situation and find answers to what exactly went wrong in the past and what are the posed challenges for India and Pakistan. It is significant to know the positions that our respective governments hold both being a democracy. There is distrust among the two governments which is definitely a misfortune for the bilateral relations. Therefore there should be a beginning of trust and belief among the people and the current generation should not be held guilty based on the past horrors and prejudices. Though India has tried to conceal the relations very hard, something negative happens and pulls the carpet underneath the developments made till any point of time. Another major problem is that of terrorism or extremism which never benefits anybody and needs to be dealt with great concern. Now the question lies in every mind how do we exactly bring back the circle to a stage of mutual cooperation and trust? There is a hope that one day the headlines will talk about peace breaking between India and Pakistan and not a war. Kashmir is another extremely crucial area of conflict for both the countries. There is a need to change the Siachin situation which is such a beautiful place on earth. A brand new chart should be drafted and the troops should be taken back from the glaciers of Siachin. There should be joint patrolling of the region by both India and Pakistan. Also, the third parties should not be allowed to interfere or fiddle with the bilateral ties of these two extremely sensitive countries. People to people contact should be increased and government should be pressurized through peaceful demonstration. One should always remember that peace and justice can never be separated. 
MANI SHANKAR AIYAR

It is the government’s role to make war or peace with any nation. It is an irony to know that India has excellent relations with Paraguay but not with Pakistan which is the country’s immediate neighbour. Intermittently, there are talks with Pakistan when it is least required and on a contrary no talks happen when it is truly important. The diplomatic dance between India and Pakistan has been going on for years and it always happens that if India takes one step forward it has to take two steps backward later for certain. This has been the greatest deterrent in Indo-Pak relations till today. It was a gross mistake on India’s part to enter the nuclear weapon race which automatically instigated Pakistan to become a nuclear power. One must remember that the world’s greatest human tragedies are not calculative but accidental in nature. For instance, the First World War was not a planned war but occurred due to the blind love of Archduke Ferdinand with his wife.  The fact is that nothing can prevent a war. We have been dealing with the mechanics for years and not exactly looking for solutions to the existing problems. There should be uninterrupted intergovernmental dialogues on a priority basis. There are many hostile elements which play a negative and destructive role and become a factor in the occurring of wrong things. Terrorism is one of the significant issues which need government attention to find a solution. Since 26/11 things have got worse with India Pakistan bilateral relations. As a solution the Wagah-Atari border should be opened for round table talks so that the delegates from both the country can meet without leaving their respective countries and discuss important issues. Replicating the way the Americans and the Vietnamese delegations met every Thursday in Hotel Majestic during the Vietnam War. The India Pakistan border talks should include mutual issues of concern and grievance in the discourse. There should be a single interlocutor rather than eight to ten dignitaries of equal stature discussing the problem. It is a hope that once such dialogue is permitted a solution to every existing problem in the bilateral relations will be reached as both nations understand each other due to shared cultural and historical ties. 

MEHBOOBA MUFTI

At this juncture of India Pakistan relations the leadership of each country should take charge and try and experiment with the presence of a youthful leadership to move away from the beaten track. A stable Pakistan is in the interest of India as well or else Kashmir might become the worst example of a splintered region. Currently people of Pakistan are united and perhaps this is the opportune moment for India to initiate peace talks. This conference should serve its purpose and commence a dialogue between the two nations if possible. Post 26/11 it is important to understand that any terrorist attack has a goal to sabotage a dialogue as they know that there is no substitute for a dialogue to find solutions. Kashmir has become a very crucial key word for both the countries. India is a large country and it can hold over Kashmir through applying military and paramilitary forces, but a lot depends on what route it applies. The whole world is changing with the very recent fall of the Berlin Wall and so is Kashmir. There is a need of a result oriented joint dialogue between India and Pakistan. The people of Kashmir seek freedom in every sense from mental, emotional, economic and political cease.  Democracy in the region should aim to go beyond the process of voting and joint councils should be established between both the Kashmirs. The water problems of Kashmir should also be resolved and the strategic location of the region should be enough to transform it into an economic free trade zone in future.

AITZAZ EHSAN

South Asia is replete with numerous problems which are enormous in their nature. Mercifully India and Pakistan has not fought many wars but on a contrary are always ready for a war.  The defence budget clearly displays the eagerness to start a war among the countries on any issue of conflict. India is simply incredible and has the potentials to rise among the world powers. But India as a nation has many boulders attached to it in the form of disturbed neighbourhood like Pakistan. Pakistan has always endorsed passionate support and love for India as well showcased in many of the most intense cricket matches held at Lahore where Pakistani’s have celebrated the Indian victory. The peace process must go on and a dialogue should be reached by the two governments. It is also important to recognize the problems that exist in the horizon. Water can be the next cause of contention if not handled seriously. India is a great country because of its diversity and plurality. But even then sometimes Indian system breaks down to the incidents such as the Babri Masjid demolition, Godhra and Punjab. Similarly, the Kishan-Ganga Dam issue can rise as a serious bone of contention between India and Pakistan further aggravating the whole situation in Kashmir. Terrorism on the other hand is a common enemy and Pakistan also wept with Mumbai during 26/11 as it was actually a South Asian grief. But to halt dialogues and other consortiums is not the solution for improvising India Pakistan ties. India should also recognize the native sleepers who accomplice the Pakistani’s and punish the guilty instead of playing a blame game. The two nations should open up markets for both the consumers to freely extract the benefit from mutual manufacturing sector without any policy of reciprocation. There should be a common body with specified curriculum to deal with problematic issues. Both the nations should embrace and include their minorities as any incident like Gujarat leaves a scar on the psyche of the people which later instigate incidents such as 26/11. The countries should urge and create an atmosphere to bring down the defence budget as even a five percent cut can save up to billions of dollars annually. Media being a significant factor should strive to facilitate friendship and cooperation and telecast minimal message of hate. The ‘Aman Ki Asha’ initiative by both countries media is truly commendable. Pakistan is a South Asian Muslim state and not a Middle Eastern territory. Henceforth, India and Pakistan share similar aspirations and dreams which should be made a reality in years to come.

COMMENTS 

· Aspirations of the people of Kashmir as India’s integral part of discourse

· Rule of law, separation of power etc. As supporters of Indian democracy

· Free judiciary has been proactive to what extent in Pakistan

· Peace movement and civil society 

· The governments can or cannot be pressurized

· Recognition of the vested interests of India and Pakistan in Kashmir

· A contradiction between open talks and back channel diplomatic dialogues

· Simulations on the India Pakistan doom’s day scenario

· Reduction of defence expenditure and united stated military aid contradiction for Pakistan.

· The results of the suggestions about border talks made earlier to the governments.

· Issue of minority rights 

RESPONSE
· It is extremely difficult to get governments moving towards any cooperative dialogue or a composite dialogue. Also, not any place can be recognized where diplomacy takes place.

· The system is neither opaque nor translucent. The media faces a serious attention problem syndrome. 

· The meaning of freedom or independence has different connotations in Kashmir and after every war between India and Pakistan the security goes up. 
· The judicial phenomenon is important for Pakistan as the country has fought for it unlike India which had it since the very beginning. 
· The nuclear war is not a welcome development and its effects hold strange kind of thinking among the people of the both nations. 

· Morality is one of crucial factors in formulating the foreign policy or any other policy of the government. 

· In terms of minority rights enormous amounts of work has been done by various organizations. The movement towards secularism and a secular society has been well propagated and the Sachchar Committee Report is a masterpiece in this regard.

SESSION II: PEACE AND SECURITY IN SOUTH ASIA
KAMAL MITRA CHENOY
The problems of South Asia are vast and India has a huge responsibility since it is a large state that is nuclear and contending to be a great power. But its foreign policy is not welfare oriented. The contesting notions of nationalism, where one is secular and the other upholds that Muslim majority should live in Kashmir, do not help the cause of Kashmir either. Two-stage democracy in Kashmir is also not conducive for the cause of common people since in the first stage, people are allowed to participate by voting and in the second stage only the elected party negotiates. Also, local people in the valley face alienation, rigging and constant military rule which foment insurgency and in Kashmir the ‘Rule of Law’ does not hold. When democratic dissent is suppressed it will show in other ways. 
Article 370 should be reinstated and there should be soft border between the two Kashmirs to enable the people to interact freely in trade, commerce and currency. The centre can look after defence and foreign affairs. A.G. Noorani’s suggestion is valuable in this regard that there should be a tribunal to redress grievances regarding violations of agreements, constitutional guarantees and human rights and to solve the disputes between the two Kashmirs. Self rule for the people of Kashmir is a must and India cannot make Kashmir a vessel state. Kashmir is not a military problem and the political leadership has to prove its secular credentials to ensure that the oppression of this Muslim majority state is mitigated. Only self determination can guarantee welfare of the people and this should be the basis of India’s national interest.  South Asia needs an economic, political, moral and cultural agreement and hence ‘culture of the gun’ should be replaced as it foments patriarchy and oppresses the marginalised. Emulating the foreign policy ideals of Nehru and Gandhian values should be our motive as Rousseau said that ‘no people who oppress the others can themselves be free’.

IQBAL HAIDER
To achieve peace, war is not an option. The Siachin war is a senseless and lunatic war in the history of universe since it is destroying the reservoirs of water for our future generations. Armies of the two countries must withdraw from the glaciers to save water. The other issue is terrorism due to which Pakistan is bleeding profusely. Those in India who are cynical about engaging with a crisis ridden Pakistan must understand that if the terrorist forces succeed in breaking Pakistan, they will spill over to India. Since the two countries have suffered hugely at the hands of the terrorists they should come together at all costs to defeat them.

On the issue of Kashmir, flexibility is needed by both the governments. Free media is a prerequisite to mitigate the resentment in the people and the governments. Like Palestine the road map for peace should contain three concrete phases i.e. the open borders, visa on arrival and open markets. The civil society initiative in Pakistan for ‘unity for peace’ held rallies across fifty cities showcasing the burning desire of the people to uphold the principle of peace.  Both Pakistan and India have common enemy in the barbaric, inhuman terrorists. The civilian or the military leaders on both the sides need to observe restrain in making threatening speeches as it only bolsters the confidence of the extremists and hinders the peace initiatives. Lastly, a nuclear weapons free South Asia is need of the hour.

SALMAN HAIDER  
The road map for peace already exists but it has been imposed from outside.  Although there have been various sequential events pushing for agreements, in any such talks, the unresolved agenda of Kashmir has been the top most. To bring a host of other issues in a concrete framework, continuous dialogue is required. Kashmir being a core issue in the bilateral relations needs ‘out of the box’ thinking. There has already been a positive change in this as permeability has increased and translucency of ideas has appeared. Though it is the governments that agree upon concrete frameworks yet the value of civil society interaction is no less since these facilitate cross LOC (Line of Control) movements. These help to advance in the direction of ‘open borders’. There are certain tangible ideas emerging, the task is to materialise them. This can be achieved by encouraging and persuading the governments rather than pressurizing (which would only push the governments towards resisting the ideas) them. The time has come to capture these signs of change and lower the incidence of suspicion and institutional hostility. Voluntary organisation contributed a lot to persuade and the ceasefire in Kashmir has made things easy. On the negative side, insurgencies have not ceased. Even then, these have not escalated tension. The civil society must capitalise on this opportune moment to further the peace process.

A. H. NAYAR
India-Pakistan relations cannot be analysed in isolation since it is an issue spanning a substantial part of South Asia. The problem of terrorism is affecting the whole subcontinent badly. Terrorists have prospered since some components of state in Pakistan have helped them and we are not sure whether they have stopped their help. There is no surety of the fact either that the Indian state is free of terrorist element. But it is also true that Pakistan is suffering badly and the whole society is in an extremely perturbed stage.
The uppermost requirement is demilitarisation of the border to foster an environment of peace conducive for peoples’ welfare. A military build up on the Indian side and an increase in the defence expenditure compels Pakistan to emulate India even though it cannot afford thus pushing it to acquire nuclear weapons. There is a very palpable danger of nuclear conflict in South Asia that hinders any peace initiative.   
COMMENTS
· It is laudable that India and Pakistan are coming together but still a concrete roadmap for peace is not visible.

· Support for the peace process by army leadership, political representatives and civil society in India and Pakistan.

· The question of nuclear disarmaments is separate from other host of issues.
· Increment in defence expenditure also indicates suppression of civil society in the two countries.

· In India, the stray statements by the army personnel hold no value when it comes to taking a real stock of relations between the two countries. In case of Pakistan they may be true as military is one of the centres of power among many others.
· There shall be a website/ blog maintained by the civil society to mitigate the perceived threats and suspicion generated by such statements.
· Kashmir’s hydropower potentially grossly underdeveloped due to faulty Indus Water Agreement. 

· The conference should act as a bridge connecting the civil society with both the people and the governments.

· Restoration of Bradley Hall in Lahore as a heritage building. 

RESPONSE
· India’s nuclear build up is not just vis-a-vis Pakistan but also China since the only war in which India has been defeated was with China.
· The confidence building measures on Kashmir depend on the strength of the democratic processes.
· Specifics of India-Pakistan agreements become a hostage to over all conditions within the two countries.
· Old processes of peace -building should be continued and new vistas of cooperation shall be opened.
· A study group should be formed to study the issue of hydropower generation in Kashmir dealing with lack of transparency in the Indus Water treaty.
